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OPENING OF THE PRIMITIVE METHODIST CHAPEL, 

IN MELBOURNE-STREET, BELFAST, IRELAND. 

 

IT  is with gratitude to the Author of all good, that I write you an account of the 

opening of Belfast chapel, particularly so, when I recollect that the English brethren blamed 

me for paying the ground rent, after the end of the year 1841.  I could not reconcile myself to 

the idea of losing the ground and about fifty pounds which had been expended upon it.  

Before I came hither, several attempts were made to obtain money towards this chapel by 

issuing cards, and employing collectors; but these methods are not adapted to Ireland, 

however well they may answer in England.  Therefore, when I took up the chapel affair, I, 

myself, commenced begging, and, from respectable people, obtained promises of certain 

sums, in case the chapel should be erected.  In this work I was employed occasionally for 

four months, and when I thought I had obtained, in money and promises, of money, sufficient 

to answer my purpose, the foundation-stone was laid.  This took place, amidst a great 

concourse of people, at one o’clock in the afternoon of Easter Monday, March 28th, 1842.  In 

the evening of the same day, a public tea-party was held, which was supported by a number 

of respectable collectors.  It is remarkable, that from the day on which we laid the foundation-

stone, until the chapel was nearly ready for the roof, not one shower of rain fell upon it  It 

was opened for divine worship on sabbath days, September 4th and 11th, 1842.  On the 

former of these days, two sermons were preached by Brother James Garner, from Preston, 

Lancashire; and two on the latter, by Brother Henry Wheeler, from the Lisburn mission, 

belonging to the Oswestry circuit; and one by the Rev. Daniel Mc Afee, Wesleyan   minister 

at Belfast  Persons were admitted to the opening services by tickets, which they had 

purchased at one shilling each.  The amount realized by the tickets and the collections, was 

thirty-three pounds and nine-pence halfpenny.  Our receipts were as follow: 

 

 £ S. D. 

A gift by the Dudley circuit 20 0 0 

Collected by William Wyld 97 12 2½ 

Obtained by 31 collectors 18 0 0 

Produce of the tickets and collections at the opening 33 0 9½ 

Total of receipts 168 13 0 

Borrowed on the premises 100 0 0 

Total cost of the chapel £268 13 0 

 

Its dimensions are thirty-two feet by forty feet within, and fourteen feet from the floor 

to the ceiling.  It is built of bricks, except that the foundation of the walls is of good quarry 

stone.  The front wall is faced with the best stock bricks, which are lined with black lead.  

The floor is raised three feet two inches above the surface of the earth which is within the 

chapel, and fourteen inches above the surface of that which is without; and is defended 

against the rot by eight air-holes.  Its joists are six inches by two, and the boards are seven 

inches wide and one inch thick.  The gable end faces the street, but the roof is hid by a 

parapet wall, which is three feet higher than the slates at the eaves.  The outer door, which is 

four feet eight inches by seven feet nine inches, and two inches thick, is in the centre of the 

wall facing the street; and on each side of it there is a window, three feet nine inches by six 



feet six inches; and above it, an inscription-stone, four feet long, by two feet six inches wide. 

There are five other windows, besides the two facing the street, and all are the same size. 

In the ceiling there are two cast-metal ventilators, ornamented with three reeds round 

each.  The finish of the inside of the walls is grey, and is lined like stone work.  A neat 

vestibule, nine feet long, by seven feet nine inches high, and five feet wide, stands behind the 

front door; and in this vestibule there are two doors, covered with green baize, which has 

been put on with brass nails.  The chapel has eight pews, nine feet long, a convenient singers’ 

pew, and a very neat and commodious pulpit.  It is lighted with gas, and has a neat gas lamp 

hanging over the front door.  The spare ground is fenced by a brick wall, six feet high, 

excepting that the front which faces the street has wooden palisades, fastened into four brick 

pillars, capped with stone, and folding gates, which are opposite the front door of the chapel. 

As the front of the chapel stands twenty feet from the street, there is plenty of ground on 

which to build a preacher’s house, besides leaving room for the enlargement of the chapel. 

We are greatly indebted to the Wesleyans, in general, for their liberal support, and to 

the Rev. D. Me Afee, for his influence and his sermon; to Mr. William Sands, the builder, for 

his having completed the building in the manner and within the time enjoined by the plan and 

the specification; and to those kind friends who, as a committee, assisted me in making the 

necessary arrangements for building, and in inspecting the work while it was in progress.  

Having been enabled to obtain the chapel, and to have it in easy circumstances, we have the 

prospect of being enabled also to effect a revival of the work of God. 

W. WYLD. 


