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THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF PRIMITIVE METHODISM 

AT MIDDLESBROUGH. 

 

THE recently built town of Middlesbrough is situated in the northern extremity of the 

beautiful vale of Cleveland, in Yorkshire, bounded on the north by the river Tees, and is 

rising in the scale of importance, as a neat sea-port, and manufacturing town.  It is supposed 

that this place was a flourishing sea-port some centuries ago; but the wasting hand of time, 

which annihilates citadels, had done its work of devastation, and, long ere now, the only 

remains to be seen, were the foundations of the various buildings of the town.  In 1829, only 

one house was found, though the population is now six thousand. 

Here, in the year 1832, the Primitive Methodist preachers took their stand, in the street, and 

began to call sinners to repentance, and to publish to the sons of men, the great doctrine of 

justification by faith.  Finding their labours not in vain in the Lord, an effort was made to 

procure suitable premises to preach in, and ultimately a large room was secured, at a yearly 

rental, capable of seating about one hundred persons.  In this place, obscure as it was, many 

precious souls 
“Heard the glad sound, 

And liberty found 

In the blood of the Lamb.” 

This little sanctuary, however, soon became too small to contain the people who flocked to 

hear the life-giving word; besides, its local situation rendered a change absolutely necessary.  

In November, 1840, a piece of ground was thought about, and a number of hearty individuals 

entered into a contribution forthwith, and began to canvass the town and neighbourhood, in 

order to procure means to build a new chapel.  Joseph Pease, Esq., late M. P. for South 

Durham, the owner of the requisite land, was applied to, who kindly sold it for considerably 

less than half its value.  Would to God we had more such noble-minded gentlemen! 

This circumstance acted as an impetus to the people, who began to build the chapel which 

they now occupy. In May, 1841, the chapel was completed, and the opening services were 

conducted by Messrs. Hebbron, of Stockton, and Stansfield, of Whitby.  The proceeds of the 

opening amounted to twenty-four pounds sixteen shillings and three-pence half-penny.  The 

exterior dimensions of the building are thirty-nine feet by thirty-three feet.  The chapel is 

capable of seating more than three hundred persons, and the sittings are pretty well let.  There 

are also belonging to it five hundred and eighty-seven square yards of surplus land, which 

may, at a future day, be very valuable to the premises.  The entire cost of the building and 

land was five hundred pounds, but the debt remaining on them, under mortgage, is only three 

hundred and thirty pounds, the rest having been begged.  Connected with the chapel, there are 

fifty members in society, and a good sabbath school, conducted on the Primitive Methodist 

principles.  The chapel is situate in the centre of a growing population, and there is every 

reason to believe that great good will result from the pious efforts and labours of love which 

caused it to be built, and from the services which are now conducted within its walls.  Con-

templating Primitive Methodism, at Middlesbrough, from its rise to the present period, 

notwithstanding the many impediments thrown in its way, we are ready to exclaim with the 

poet, 
“More and more it spreads and grows, 

Ever mighty to prevail; 

Sin’s strong holds it now o’erthrows, 

Shakes the trembling gates of hell.” 



For some time, great anxiety has been manifested by the trustees, to lessen the debt on 

the chapel, and, in order to accomplish this, Mr. J. Flesher, from Hull, was engaged on 

Sunday, December 25th, 1842, to preach the anniversary sermons.  A large booth was erected 

for the occasion, capable of holding above one thousand persons, in which the messenger of 

divine truth proclaimed the unsearchable riches of Christ to a crowded and attentive audience, 

who evidently felt 
“The motion of a hidden fire, 

That trembles in the breast,” 

Mr. Flesher's visit to us has been crowned with signal success.  After the evening 

sermon, four persons were rescued from the thraldom of sin and satan, and were enabled to 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  The glory of the gospel is the salvation of precious and 

immortal souls! 

On Monday, December 26th, a public tea-party was held in the booth, tickets of 

admission being one shilling each, when about two hundred and fifty members and friends 

sat down to an excellent tea, the getting-up of which did ample credit to the hearts and hands 

of those kind ladies who furnished the tables gratuitously, and had the management thereof.  

It was pleasing to see the harmony and religious feeling that pervaded the meeting.  Many a 

happy countenance was. lit up by the refining fire of the Holy Ghost.  After tea, a public 

meeting was held, at which the writer of this paragraph was called on to preside.  The 

meeting was addressed by Messrs. Flesher from Hull, Watson from Darlington, and Jobling 

and Clark from Stockton.  A deep interest was evinced during the delivery of the speeches, 

and, previous to the making of the collection, the chairman repeated the following lines, 

composed by himself, and sent to the Editor, by the unanimous request of the meeting. 

 
And now, my dear friends, as the speeches are ended, 

From which you have heard, the world’s to he mended, 

Let us each, and let all do as much as they can, 

To glorify God in the saving of man. 

Shall Middlesbro’ he backward in such a good cause, 

Whose object is mercy, not human applause? 

No, no, it will come to the front of the fight, 

And shew you its zeal and attachment to-night, 

By giving you something, you can’t do without. 

I’ll pledge, for its honour, it it’ll soon pull it out. 

Enough has been said, I will try its affection, 

By calling the stewards to make the collection. 

 

The amount of money realized by this anniversary, was more than sixteen pounds; a 

very handsome sum, taking into account the present state of commercial depression.  In 

conclusion, my humble prayer is, that the Spirit of the living God may descend on this little 

hill of Zion, and that every preacher, and leader, and member, may be baptized afresh with 

the Holy Ghost, and with fire from on high. 

JOHN GRAHAM.* 
Middlesbro’, January 11th, 1849. 

 

* Mr. John Graham is a respectable and pious local preacher of the Wesleyan Connexion.  He and other pious 

members of the Connexion were present at the tea, and at the public meeting, held in the booth; and, besides 

aiding to kindle and revive the Christian feeling, which pervaded the assemblies, they contributed largely 

towards the liberal collection which was realized.—ED. 


