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CHAPEL OPENINGS, &c., DARLASTON CIRCUIT.

Bilston.—This chapel is thirteen yards by fourteen, and twenty-five feet from the floor to the ceiling.  It has a boarded floor, with a double row of pews up the middle; the sides have all free seats.  It is galleried all round.  It has a tower, ten feet by eight, carried up in front, intended for a town clock.  It has two vestries, one under the singing gallery, and the other in the tower, behind the front gallery.  The old chapel, which stood in Quarry Lane, has been removed to the back of the premises for a Sunday school.
The land was purchased by auction in the year 1837 for about two hundred and seventy-two pounds ten shilling and four pence, towards which one hundred pounds was collected by different persons.  But this was laid out in the purchase of an old gallery from the Wesleyans, which threw a barrier in the way of paying for the land, and the matter lay in an unsettled state for three years.  But Mr. Brueton, our principal mortgagee, ordered the writings to be completed, and this proved a great deliverance.  Our friends again set on to collect with renewed zeal: and succeeded beyond their most sanguine expectations.
The Duke of Sutherland enfranchised the land, making it freehold from copyhold.  Mr. Brueton, gent., has given us fifty-three pounds, and a new pulpit, fourteen pounds.  -------- Thompson, Esq., gave liberally.  Mr. Jones, iron-master, five pounds.  Colonel Anson, five pounds. Mr. Fisher, clock and watch maker, gave us a new clock for the gallery front.  Mr. W. Brownhill, local preacher, has been most indefatigable in his exertions.  Mr. Mills, a Wesleyan, collected a good sum of money, and two window frames, and planks for orchestra, boards for flooring, and three or four thousand bricks.  Mr. Turner collected a many pounds.  Mr. G. Jones, a local preacher, gave about one hundred tons of stones for the foundations.  Several women took books and went round the town, and collected considerable sums.  And also Mr. E. Thomas, our circuit steward, and Mr. Hardy.
This chapel was opened for divine worship on the first and second Sundays in July 1841, and the Tuesday evenings following the Sundays.  The preachers were Bro. T. Batty, from Dudley circuit, Bro. A. F. Beckerlegge, from York, M. C. Buck, E. Grice, and R. Jukes.  The collections amounted to eighty-eight pounds twelve shillings and seven pence halfpenny.  To God the giver of every good and perfect gift, be all the praise . Amen.
R. JUKES.
