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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE WORK OF GOD, AND 

CHAPEL OPENINGS IN DUDLEY CIRCUIT. 

 

Dear Brethren, — The work of God is progressing in this mighty circuit.  The converting 

work is going on amongst us.  Every week souls are turning to the Lord.  Many of the places 

in the circuit are reviving, and our congregations are generally good, though in this 

manufacturing district we ebb and flow at times, owing, in a great measure, to the course of 

trade.  We have had a loss in the circuit from September 1839, unto December, 1841, of four 

hundred and seventy-two souls, who .have removed, left, or fallen away, including thirty-five 

who we hope have removed to a better world.  Still, by the good hand of God upon us, we 

have been enabled to make our way, and to smite the enemy “hip and thigh,” and take the 

prey from the mighty; for in the course of the time alluded to, we have realized an increase in 

the circuit, exclusive of the Belfast Mission, of four hundred and thirty-two souls.  “What 

hath God wrought!” 

I am happy to say, that my colleagues, Brother Wade and Brother Brown, are working 

with me in the unity of the faith, and in the bonds of peace.  This circuit is also blessed with a 

host of mighty local preachers; “a band of men whose hearts God has touched,” who labour 

abundantly in the work of the Lord, and are great helps to the travelling preachers in 

missioning and re-missioning.  Many of them are also leaders of classes; and the leaders 

generally are longing for the prosperity of our Zion. 

Salvation meetings, which close with a lovefeast, have moved almost every part of the 

circuit.  We have sixteen of them on our present plan; and we have had souls converted at 

every one of them which has been hitherto held.  We have opened four new chapels this last 

summer in the circuit, and enlarged one, and more of our chapels want enlarging. 

 

A short account of each is as follows:— 

 

1. STOURBRIDGE chapel has been enlarged about eighteen feet in length; and 

it was re-opened on Sunday and Monday, August 15 .and 16, 1841; and the work of God is 

moving on in the society. 

2. CRADLEY HEATH  new chapel was opened for divine service on the 17th, 

18th, 24th, and 25th of October, 1841.  It is about thirty-three feet by thirty-six, with a gallery 

at one end.  This chapel is very neat and commodious, and is in an excellent situation.  We 

had eight sermons at the opening, by Brother R, Jukes, Mrs. Grice, Miss M. C. Buck, Brother 

H. Higginson, and Brother Batty.  The collections and subscriptions were very liberal. 

3. GOSLY HILL—This was a barren soil for religion.  But our good friends at 

Old Hill, feeling anxious to spread the Redeemer’s kingdom, mustered their forces, and 

marched forth in battle array.  They hoisted the royal standard of the cross; they sounded the 

trumpet of the gospel, and “proclaimed salvation in the name of the Lord to wretched dying 

men.”  But they met with strong opposition from the enemy.  One individual, who had 

imbibed infidel principles, locked his door, went into his chamber, opened the window, and 

listened to  the discourse of the preacher, who was engaged in the street opposite the man’s 

house.  After the preacher had retired, this individual began to address the multitude; and to 

him they gave heed for a short time, as he was considered a wonderful knowing man; and he 

cautioned the people against the doctrine the preacher had delivered.  But after the people had 

dispersed, he began to muse upon what he had heard and seen, and he thought, “These people 



look happier than I am, and there is something in them that I do not see in other people.”  His 

mind became agitated, and he desired his wife to go and borrow a bible, for he had not one of 

his own.  He began to read the scriptures, and compare them with the preacher’s discourse.  

He read and meditated with candour, and as he perused the book of God, his mind became 

enlightened; he saw his error, and felt his ruined condition, and was the first man in the 

village to open his door to entertain the servants of the Lord.  Both himself and his wife were 

brought into the enjoyment of religion, and are now serving God with singleness of heart, and 

the man stands on our plan as an accredited local preacher, and goes about preaching the faith 

which he once attempted to destroy.  This circumstance led to the contemplation of a chapel, 

as a society was presently formed.  Application therefore was made to his Grace the Duke of 

Sutherland, for a plot of waste land in the neighbourhood; and he, in connexion with the said 

plot, through the agency of Mr. Lewis, his principal steward, kindly granted us the corner of 

an adjoining field, on which we have erected a neat little building for a chapel and a Sunday 

school.  It was opened for divine worship on Sunday and Monday, Nov. 7 and 8, 1841, by 

Mrs. Grice, Brother Brown, and Brother Batty; and the collections were liberal. 

We hereby take the liberty of returning our most unfeigned thanks to HIS GRACE 

THE DUKE OF SUTHERLAND, for the plot of land he hath so generously bestowed for 

such a noble purpose.  We have a stone placed in the front of the building with the following 

inscription:— 

“The ground on which this chapel and Sunday school is erected, was kindly given to 

the Primitive Methodist Connexion by his Grace the Duke of Sutherland.”  May the name of 

his Grace, and that of his noble family, be written in the book of life, for Jesus Christ’s sake.  

Amen. 

Since the chapel was opened, we have commenced a Sunday school, and have now 

seventy-two scholars taught in it.  To God be all the praise. 

4. GORNALL chapel is twenty-four feet by twenty-four, and fifteen feet from 

the floor to the ceiling.  There are two dwelling:houses connected with it in the same range, 

which are expected to be a great benefit to  the place if properly managed.  This chapel was 

opened on Sundays, Nov. 7 and 14, 1841, by Brother B. Brown, Miss M. Brown, Mrs. E. 

Brownhill, and Brother T. Batty.  The collections were rather small, owing, in a degree, to the 

severity of the weather.  Several have since joined the society. 

5. KATES HILL is a populous place in the neighbourhood of Dudley, and here 

we have an increasing society; but having heretofore been confined to a small house, we were 

in want of a chapel.  But as no ground could be obtained, a person who had bought an old 

brewery, made a part of it into a chapel, which we rent for ten pounds a year.  It was opened 

on Sunday, October 31. and Monday, November 1, 1841 ; and the collections were liberal.  

As we rent the shell only, we have had to put in the inside work. 

Since the opening, a salvation meeting has been held in it, at which several souls were 

converted to God. 

This circuit is only about eight miles in length, and about the same in breadth; but in 

these parts there is a great population, and we have thirty-two places on the plan, eighty 

preachers on the ground, and one thousand three hundred and forty-four members in society, 

and eighteen chapels within this small compass; and the work is going on.  The increase 

during the last five years amounted to seven hundred and thirty-two.  Yours in the Lord. 

T. BATTY. 
Brierly Hill, Dec. 27, 1841. 


