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OPENING OF ASHTON KEYNES CHAPEL. 

(Brinkworth Circuit) 

 

 Our new chapel at Ashton Keynes was opened for divine service on Sunday, May 3, 

1840; on which occasion Mr. Foizey from Chippenham, preached morning and evening, and 

Mrs. Miles of Broad Town, in the afternoon.  The congregations were large, particularly in 

the afternoon; when, not being able to get into the chapel, Mrs. Miles preached in the open 

air.  The services were powerful, and the collections amounted to eleven pounds, eleven 

shillings and six-pence. 

This chapel is thirty-three feet by twenty-one, outside, and fifteen feet from the floor 

to the ceiling.  It is built principally with stone, and covered with the best blue slate.  The roof 

is of the best red Merril, and is well put together.  I: is lighted with five sash windows with 

circular tops, seven feet by three in the opening.  It has a neat pulpit and ten pews.  There is a 

small yard in front, walled round.  The chapel is well built, and reflects honour on the builder, 

Mr. T. Staley, a member of the society.  The whole cost including every thing, is about two 

hundred and twenty pounds.  Towards which, about seventy pounds, including the late Mr. 

Saunders’s donation of twenty pounds, has been raised.  Mr. John Saunders has been active in 

forwarding the good work.  The ground his late father had given to build the chapel on, being 

connected with the premises he took to at his father’s death, and he wanting it for another 

purpose, he, after consulting with the persons who were nominated for trustees, purchased 

another piece of land for thirty pounds, in a better situation, and to their perfect satisfaction. 

Miss Saunders, (now Mrs. Cumming), was very active in begging; as also was Mr. 

Wm. Richins.  All Mr. Saunders’s family assisted in rearing up this temple of the Lord.  Mr. 

Reynold and Mr. Richins assisted with their teams; and others came forward in various ways: 

and to all who have assisted in any way, we hereby tender our grateful acknowledgments; and 

my prayer is, that they may form a part of that temple which is reared up by the Holy Ghost, 

to the honour and glory of the Triune God. 

In the death of Mr. Saunders, we lost a kind friend; but God has raised up another in 

Mr. Joseph Hulbert.  May he be faithful unto death.  Amen. 

JOSEPH PRESTON 


