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In the Primitive Methodist Magazine, October 1856, George Warner describes the opening of 
Malmesbury Primitive Methodist chapel.  

 

MALMESBURY, Brinkworth circuit 

By the good band of our God upon us, we have at length accomplished a long-desired object, in the 
erection, in this ancient town, of a Primitive Methodist chapel, which was opened for Divine worship 
on Sunday and Monday, August 17th and 18th, 1856. This town has long been noted for its 
superstition and error. St. Dunstan, who lived here, made the inhabitants believe that be secured for 
them inestimable privileges by a promise he extorted from the devil, while he held him by the nose 
with a pair of red-hot tongs! He sought also to convince them that he was something more than 
human, by professedly hanging his canonical vestments upon a sunbeam! However, his zeal was 
such, that those who would not come to hear him preach in the abbey, he attracted in the open air 
by the singing of comic songs, and he then addressed them according to his notions of truth. 

 The abbey is now claimed by the Church of England; the teaching supplied is a sort of mongrel 
Puseyism. How much improvement this is on the former, the reader may determine. This town was 
also the residence of the philosopher Hobbes, who, when in the dark valley of the shadow of death, 
and most needing a light, was abandoned by his philosophy, and left to take a “LEAP IN THE DARK.” 
The town has long been a stronghold of hyper-Calvinism, the fruits of which have been mournful.  
When, near thirty years ago, our people first missioned the plane, the preachers were brutally 
assaulted in the open air, and smashed windows and filth-bespattered congregations, in cottages, 
told the deadly enmity of the carnal heart against the doctrine of Christian holiness. The town was 
several times missioned, and, through various causes, was as often given up.  

When we were appointed to re-mission the place, in the spring of 1854, Puseyitish influence sought 
the interference of the law’s strong arm to prevent our open air preaching; but in vain. The 
Antinomians were willing that we should stay during the summer, as they had before reaped some 
fruit from our open-air labours; but they said that we never should establish a cause there. However, 
God ordered differently. We continued to preach in the open air during the summer, and, when 
winter came, R. C. Lloyd, Esq., let us a barn, in which we have held services till the present time; and 
many, very many, have been born for glory there.  

The work of the Lord has so prospered, that we have now a steady society of between fifty and sixty 
members, besides a number of children who have recently got good, and a congregation so large 
that the barn could not contain them. Col. Rushout, Esq., M.P., the lord of the manor, was applied 
to, and he kindly consented to enfranchise a piece of lifehold land, for the purpose of furnishing a 
site for a chapel. Our friends were appealed to, and, according to their means, they promised nobly 
towards the erection, and many have more than honoured their promises.  

The chapel occupies a good situation, stands back 12 feet from the road, is enclosed with a brick wall 
and iron palisading, is 40 feet by 30 feet, and 18 feet from the floor to the ceiling. The walls are of 
brick, 14 inches thick; it is covered with blue slate, and its appearance is very much improved by 
freestone quoins, parapet coping, step-stones, and crease. It is well lighted and ventilated, and will 
seat between 300 and 400 persons. 

On the occasion of its opening we were favoured with the services of brother Thomas Church, from 
London, who preached Sunday morning and evening and Monday afternoon, and gave us a stirring 
speech at night. Brother Wallis, our worthy superintendent, preached on the Sabbath afternoon, 
and, with brothers Richards (from Chippenham), Brown, and Nullis, took part in the other services. 
Between 200 and 300 persons took tea in the town-hall, between the services on Monday. The 
chapel will cost about £300, towards which we shall raise a third, and we have made provision to 
raise £50 at the first anniversary. Honourable mention could be made of many names, but space 
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forbids; suffice it to say, that the trustees have helped themselves, and been very much helped by 
others, and they hereby tender their sincere thanks to all who have contributed to their aid. When 
the secrets of all hearts shall be opened, may it be found that thousands have been born for glory 
here !  

George Warner.  
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