
 

Mr. JOHN ELLMER.  

FIFTY YEARS A LOCAL PREACHER 

This week Mr. John Ellmer, a well-known and 

respected resident of Westgate, Belton, completes  his 

f i f tieth year  as  a Pr imit ive  Method ist local preacher. 

He is the second oldest member and the oldest local preacher 

on the active list of the Epworth Primitive Methodist Circuit. 

  He was conver ted,  as  Methodists term it, in April, 

51 years ago, at the Westgate Primitive Methodist 

Church to which he is still attached, and 17 months 

after that he was put on the Circuit Plan. He has 

walked thousands of miles in all  sorts of weather to 

fulfil his appointments. One of his longest journeys 

was from Haynes Farm, Thorne Levels to Mission 

Springs.  Once be walked from Haynes Farm to Wroot, 

preached to a congregation of three in the 

a f t e r n o o n  a n d  s e v e n  a t  n i g h t .  H e  h a s  

pr eached  in  78  p laces  of  wor ship  in the  Epwor th 

a n d  R o t h e r h am  c i r c u i t s  a n d  a t  s e r v i c e s  he l d  

i n  c e l l a r s .  k i t c he ns ,  m is s i o n  rooms, common 

lodging houses and Salvation Army huts, moreover he has 

proclaimed his message in all the Nonconformist 

churches in the Isle of  Axholme except the Wesleyan 

Churches  at  Crow le ,  Epwor th and Owston  Ferry. 

Mr. Ellmer *s grandmother entertained the first band 

of "Raving Ranters”, as some of the early Primitive Methodists 

were called, when they visited Swinefleet. She was, made 

a first class leader there and left "in charge" of the 

converts. Up to her death at the age of 91 Years, she 

remained a staunch member of the Primitive Methodist 

Society. 

  Mr.  El lmer ’s  grandfather  was conver ted under  

the  exhortations of the "Raving Ranters” at Swinefleet.   

For 62 years his  father  who died at the  age of  88,  

was a local preacher  

Interesting experiences have come the way of Mr.  El lmer 

dur ing  his  career  as  a l ocal  preacher .  Twice  he  

tr ied to preach f r om “note s”  but gave it up. 

 

  M r .  E l l m e r  h a s  b e e n  a  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  

superintendent, president of Band of Hope and Christian 

Endeavour Societies, and has held all the offices of the 

P.M. Society open to a layman except that of Circuit 

Steward. A t  pre sent he  is  c l as s  l eader  a t  Westga te  

Chapel. 

   DAUGHTER A PREACHER TOO. 

   His daughter, Mrs. Myatt who lives with him has been a 

local preacher since May 1 9 1 7 ,  a n d  c l a i ms  t o  h a v e  

t r a ve l l e d  o v e r  20 0 0  m i l e s  t o  h e r  appointments. 

She is president of the Pleasant Hour and junior Class 

Leader at  Westgate .  Another  daughter,  Mrs .  Jubb 

also l i v e s  a t  Be l t on  and  i s  a  member  and  worker 

at the same church. 

   Mrs. Knighton, Mr. Ellmer’s eldest daughter, is a 

recruiting sergeant for the Salvation Army at East 

Windsor, Ontario. Canada, and visits hospi tals  and  ja ils .  

   

 Mr.  Elmer  has been  a w idower  fo r  s i x years .   O f  

a  f am i l y  o f  e ight ,  the  thr e e  daughte r s  r e f e r r e d  

t o  s u r v i v e .  H e  h a s  e i g h t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  

a nd four great-grandchildren. His age is 77. He 

started working at the age of seven and has not yet 

given over, employing h i s  t i m e  i n  c u l t i v a t i n g  a  

s m a l l  h o l d i n g .  H e  s a y s  h e  d r i n k s  p l e n ty  o f  

w a t e r  a l l  t h e  y e a r  round and attributes his good health 

to that. 

    Mr. Ellmer returned his native place after l iv ing 23    

years at Rotherham and then ten at the Fruit Farm, 

Epworth. 

  He is the third local preacher in "The Isle" t o  c omp le te  

h i s  jub i l e e  as  a  P r im i t i v e  Me thod i s t  l oca l  

preacher this year, the other two be ing  Mr .  Wm. 

Eyre  of  Crow le ,  and Mr. J. E. Ellis, of West Butterwick, 
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