
SWINDON II. CIRCUIT. 
The Circuit when formed consisted of three Societies - Regent Street, Rodbourne 
Road and Moredon, with Rev. J. T. Horne as Minister, and Mr. L. L. Morse, Circuit 
Steward. 

Regent Street Church 
The head of the Circuit had been cleared of debt and the building altered and 
enlarged under the Ministry of Rev. James Herridge. In 1895, the present school 
premises were built at a cost of £3,140, the whole amount being cleared by 
1916. The organ, costing £300, was opened by Mrs. L. L. Morse in 1900. 
Individual Communion cups were introduced in 1912, during Rev. S. A. Barron's 
Ministry, and the communion table and chairs were presented in 1923 by the 
family of Mr. T. J. Mills, in memory of one whose genial presence was an 
inspiration to every preacher. Electric lighting was installed and the church 
renovated and the cost, £800, defrayed during the Ministry of Rev. A. R. 
Wightman. 

The Church owes much to the Morse family for personal service and financial 
assistance. Mr. and Mrs. L. L. Morse over a long period gave of their best; 
Miss Morse (now Mrs. W. A. Stanier) was organist for five years and Mr. W. E. 
Morse, like his father, has served as Sunday School Teacher and Circuit 
Steward. 

Mr. C. Hill, whose name is a household word, was Trust Secretary for 50 years. 
Mr. A. E. Harding recently relinquished the post of Society Steward after more 
than 40 years devoted service. He also greatly assisted in the establishment of 
the Churches at Ferndale Road, Butterworth Street, Manchester Road and 
Pinehurst. Mrs. Harding, also, has a fine record of service in Sunday School, 
Sewing Class and Women's Missionary Federation. Mr. H. G. Ford retired in 1929 
from the office of Assistant Society Steward after 25 years' service, and both he 
and Mrs. Ford, a tireless worker, were the recipients of handsome presents. 

The Church is distinguished for its contribution to the public life of Swindon. 
Since the incorporation of the Borough, 31 years ago, it has found four Mayors, 
viz.:—Messrs. L. L. Morse, C. Hill, W. E. Morse and A. E. Harding, whilst Mrs. T. 
Norris, Mr. A. J. Colborne C.C., Mr. H. H. Vincent, past present Chamber a' 
Commerce, the late Mrs. E. A. Sandling and Mr. James Nash should be 
mentioned for varied and valuable service. 

The Sunday School has a splendid staff of officials and teachers. Messrs. W 
Barrett and J. H. Matthews (Superintendents) have been in office together 
nearly 40 years. Mr. C. Hands has been a teacher for 60 years. The late Mr. 
S. Nicholas had a long association with the school, being Superintendent as 
far back as 1885. Mr. W. H. Carpenter, whose sudden death in Australia was 
recently announced, was Secretary with Mr. Nicholas. On the occasion of his 
last visit in May, 1913, when he occupied Regent Street pulpit, he was 
Labour M.P. for Freemantle. 

An institute for young men and women, with a recently formed dramatic 
society, provides for the social and recreative side, while the more definite 
religious work is carried on by Junior and Senior C.E. Societies and a Band 
of Hope. 



Congregations at the Sunday Services are well maintained, a good choir 
rendering great assistance. The Women's Sewing Class is a valuable 
institution and a Women's Bright Hour has just been inaugurated. Although 
members have gone from Regent Street to help nearly all the Churches in 
the Circuit, the present membership numbers 242. 

Butterworth Street  
Butterworth Street was the first society formed after the division of the 
Circuit and consisted of 6 members. The membership now is 42. Services 
were held in a shop in Westcott Place prior to the opening of the Chapel in 
1893. Mr. and Mrs. H. Williams, who celebrated their diamond wedding in 
1926 started the Sunday School here, and still take great interest in the 
Church. The late James Nash was trust secretary and choir conductor for 
some years. The memory of Mr. and Mrs. Curthoys, who lived to celebrate 
their diamond wedding, is cherished, as also is that of John Hinton and 
Geo. Allsopp. The Rev. F. 0. Sheppard, now at Hartley College, was one of 
a fine company of young men to be found here. 

Moredon.  
The present Society was formed in 1885 with 8 members, the 
membership now being 11. The Church was purchased in 1902, at a cost 
of £180. Services in the Upper Room ' here have been of incalculable 
benefit to the life of the hamlet. Great credit is due to the Howse and 
Teagle families, and later to Mr. D. Werrill, Mrs. Nippress, Mrs. Walters, 
Mrs. Brock and others for holding on through difficult days. 

Rodbourne Road.  
This Society was formed in 1882 with 7 members; to-day the 
membership is 80. The first chapel, now used as a school, was built in 1883 
and cost £321. Lord Edmond Fitzmaurice M.P. was present at the 
foundation-stone laying of the present building which was opened in March 
1901. Alterations to the entrance have since been made to meet the needs 
of the local authorities. The services here are well maintained. Mr. W. 
Ponter, organist, with a good choir render a great service. The Church 
Anniversary is a great occasion, in which Mr. W. E. Morse takes special 
interest. A Brotherhood, started by Rev. E. P. Sellars, is meeting a felt need. 
Rev. A. E. Mills of Winterton, is a son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Mills, greatly 
respected members. Mr. W. T. Smith, B.Sc., Educational Supervisor in the 
Nigerian Mission field, and previously a member of the Choir is a son of Mr. 
Frank Smith, local preacher, and grandson of Mr. Tom Smith, one' of the 
pioneers. His wife is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Pockett, who had a 
long connection with this church. 

Rodbourne Cheney.  
Open air work in which Mr. A. T. Orchard took a leading part, and Sunday 
Evening Meetings in the house of Mrs. G. H. Matthews, preceded the building 
of the first chapel here for which Mr. L. L. Morse gave the land. The building, 
now used as a Schoolroom, was opened in 1894, the Rev. W. M. Smith 
(Presbyterian) being the preacher. A society of 6 members was formed, the 
number now being 52. The present church seating 230 was built in 1906 at a 
cost of £693. The mission services of 1905 made a deep and lasting 
impression on the neighbourhood. The late Mr. A. Hobbs was greatly respected 



for his sterling character and good work. A men's fellowship meets with 
encouraging success. 

Manchester Road.  
Services were held for many years in Mill Street, now part of Manchester 
Road. Open air services were held continuously during the summer of 1902. 
With no society formed, the present school-chapel was built at a cost of 
£1,161. Within six months of the opening in 1902 a society of 27 was in 
existence, and the number of members now is 69. 

The Church has always had a fine body of workers in all its departments, 
and like many other churches owes much to an excellent choir. More room 
is badly needed for its many activities. The land adjoining the present 
building, as well as that on which it stands, was, through the 
instrumentality of Mr. A. E. Harding, secured as a gift from Mr. S. V. 
Rolleston, the owner, a few years ago. A Women's Meeting, under the 
leadership of Mrs. W. T. Harding, is a great success. The C.E. and other 
services are well attended. The Young People's Bible Classes under Mrs. 
Woodman and Mr. E. Peyton, are proving themselves of great value in 
providing good church workers. 

Ferndale Road.  
This building is known as the Centenary Hall, being opened in 1907 the 
Connexional Centenary Year. When the decision to build was made,. there was 
no society, but by November 1907 there was a class of 21 members which has 
now grown to 51. Messrs. M. Watts, C. Price and W. Griffin with their wives, 
Mesdames Spanswick, Hurcome, Francome, Miss L. Cook and Mr. A. Wentworth, 
well known for his work in connection with the N.U.R., have been members from 
the beginning. Mr. W. Hazel, who passed away in 1928, was known as the Circuit 
poet. A man of sterling character he was founder of the Xmas Free Tea for poor 
children of Swindon, which looks like becoming his permanent memorial. Mr. N. 
Toze, another prominent worker, delights to carry on this great effort. 

A `Women's Bright Hour' functions admirably under the supervision of Mesdames 
J. Beint, Haskins and Watts. The Boy Scouts are well led by Mr. Clarke and Mr. N. 
Toze. A tennis court adjoining the church affords a means of healthy recreation, 
and is an example of the voluntary labour so freely given here. 

The Rev. C. S. J. Haskins of Knaresborough, received much of his early training 
in this church. 

Pinehurst.  
The 'infant Church of the Circuit’ is built on land given by Mr. F. Hinton 
(Wanborough) in memory of his father. Following open air missions, services 
were held for some time at No. 32 Linden Avenue. At the foundation stone-
laying on May 22nd 1928, 33 stones were laid. 

Mr. W. E. Morse who presided at the evening meeting held in Regent Street 
Church, said "there was no fear of Pinehurst ever being regarded as an 
unwanted child. They would look after it and care for it in the early days until it 
was strong enough to go by itself." It was through the generosity of Mr. Morse 
that an extra minister was engaged whose special work is to look after 
Pinehurst. The total amount raised on this day was £319 : 18 : 6. The opening 
service was held on November 10th, 1928, the door being unlocked by Mr. A. 



E. Harding, who as Trust Secretary did the secretarial and financial work 
preparatory to the erection of the building. 

The Rev. W. J. Ward, Home Missions Secretary, preached the opening sermon. 
The Vicar of Rodbourne Cheney, the Rev. C. Brown, was present at the evening 
meeting to wish them God-speed. 

The. Church, artistically designed, centrally heated and electrically lighted, seats 
250. At the time of stone-laying there were no members, now there are 28. Mr. H. 
Watkins, J.P. ' fathered ' the society for the first few months, and since then the 
work has been carried on by members of other Churches who have transferred, 
and members resident in the Pinehurst area. 

The Sunday School and Junior C.E. is flourishing ; there is a successful 
Women's Meeting, and a men's fellowship promises well. The Rev. T. Sutcliffe, 
like his predecessor, Rev. N. M. Wills, has worked untiringly for the cause. 
The task of raising £75 per annum in order to fulfil the conditions of a loan is 
by no means easy, and gifts are always welcome. 


