
SWINDON I. CIRCUIT. 
This is the description of the chapels in the Swindon1 Circuit taken The 
Souvenir Handbook for the Brinkworth and District Synod, held in Regent 
Street chapel, Swindon between April 28th and May 4th 1932. 

 

Prospect Place Church  

Prospect Place Church became the head of Swindon First Circuit, Revs. T. 
Whitehead and W. C. Tonks being the Ministers. Built in what was then a 
good position it was opened in 1870. The building together with house 
adjoining cost £1,000. Many families, whose names are to be found in the 
Centenary Handbook of 1925 contributed to the up-building of the Church. 
Mr. Henry Raggett, father of. Mrs. R. G. Cripps, and who passed away in 
1904, was the first Circuit Steward. Mr. Edmund Belcher, father of Mr. John 
Belcher, ex-Mayor, was one of the stalwarts. Mr. R. Painter, one of the few 
surviving members of 1877, and Mr. G. H. Hunt, another ex-Mayor, have 
both done solid work here. The Rev. G. Chun, who retired from the active 
list three years ago, after travelling 45 years, had early associations with 
this church. He is a nephew of Jesse Cruse, who will be remembered as the 
blind preacher.' The church lost good members of long standing in the 
passing of Mr. and Mrs. S. Riddick. Greatly missed from his seat in the back 
gallery is Wm. Iles, better known as ' Drummer,' who passed away nearly 
two years ago. Beloved by all, he was an inspiration in the Church services. 
Henry Williams, a former Choirmaster, and now with Mrs. Williams in 
membership at Butterworth Street, at the advanced age of 90 years, still 
takes great interest in the church. Joseph Pusey, residing just opposite the 
church in his 92nd year, is still busy reading and writing,' and never tires 
of hearing about the progress of the church. 

The Schoolroom, where many happy functions take place, was opened in 
1875, and the church enlarged in 1898, bringing the total cost of the 
premises to about £2,500. 

The services at Prospect are noted for their fine devotional tone, 
contributed to largely by the excellent choir, one of the best in the town. 
The Sunday School is well officered and flourishing. A prosperous Women's 
Own ' has been carried on for some years. The Prospect Band formed in 
1908 is still as popular as ever, because of its readiness to aid all good 
causes. 

Clifton Street Church.  

Originally known as Kingshill, services were held in various houses from 
1880 until 1882, when the building now used as a Sunday School was 
erected at a cost of 414 on land given by Mr. James Hinton. The present 
fine building was erected in 1900, the cost being £1,354. The Sunday 
School celebrates its Jubilee in May of this year, and land is available for 
the erection of new premises, which will be undertaken when funds permit. 
The needs of the young are well catered for here. An excellent choir has 
contributed largely to success achieved. A new organ, costing £75 was 
opened in October 1931. Mr. W. Webb, an ex-Mayor, and Mrs. Webb, are 
the only original members remaining. 



Cricklade Road. 

The first building was erected in 1871, but owing to the growth of this part 
of the town, the present church was built on a new site in 1890, new 
schools being added a little later. The total cost was £1,429. The church is 
one of the most prosperous in the Circuit. Mr. J. T. Robins, who came here 
from Witney in 1877, is still ' in harness.' His son, W. R. Robins, a good 
local preacher, is an untiring worker in trade union, municipal and political 
fields. Mr. Robins, senior, finds able assistants in Messrs. W. J. Reade and 
W. Ruddle. The activities of the young in the direction of sport, etc., are 
wisely encouraged. The church cherishes the memory of Mr. 0. Fry, who 
passed away in 1928, after a long life spent in many sided service. He was 
trust secretary when the present building was erected, holding the position 
for 20 years. Mr. A. Hobbs, a member since 1883, is honoured for long and 
faithful service in Sunday School and as Society Steward. Mr. H. Martin, a 
popular local preacher, has a good record of public service. 

Blunsdon.  

Erected in 1864 by 1877 there were 50 members.  Of the original 
members, Mr. R. Painter and Mr. A. Hobbs are happily still spared. Mr. 
Edwin Smith, later of Highworth and father of Aid. A. R. Smith, a very 
popular preacher in his day, was once in membership here; as also was 
Wm. Smith, later of Pewsey, a well-read, thoughtful and interesting 
preacher. Mr. and Mrs. A. Harford and family of Fowler's Farm, have 
greatly aided this cause in recent years. 

Stratton.  

The first building was erected in 1827, and later enlarged. The new church, 
an imposing and beautiful edifice, was erected in 1884, and the schoolroom 
added a year later, the total cost being £1,600. The building was spoken of 
by Dr. A. T. Guttery, on one of his visits, as being a credit to the 
Connexion. Stratton is famous among Prims as the home of Charles Morse, 
father of L. L. Morse, and co-adjutor of John Ride and Thos. Russell. It 
stands easily first among the country ' societies in the circuit, with a good 
staff of workers and a flourishing school. 'Shepherd' Mason and Wm. 
Cooper two of the original members have recently passed away. The name 
of H. Thatcher figures prominently here, and in so many other places as to 
suggest ubiquity. In membership now at Regent Street Church, he has lent 
a hand at Pinehurst, and still takes preaching appointments. Mr. W. 
Bramwell Hill, Junior. Circuit Steward, is in great demand as a preacher, 
and as a writer has won Connexional recognition. It is gratifying to note 
that Mr. W. Hill, senior, a good local preacher, still takes regular 
appointments. Stratton has inaugurated a Jubilee Fund with proceeds for a 
new pipe organ. 

Chiseldon.  

The first building was erected in 1853. In 1896 the present church and 
schools were built at a cost of £800. The opening service was conducted by 
the Rev. Geo. Cripps, father of Mr. R. G. Cripps, and a representative of a 
fine Chisel-don family. Other names figuring prominently are King, Warren, 
Waldron, Walker, Fisher, Fox, Huntley and Reeves and Mrs. Page. Wm. 
Stock, a Congregationalist, is at home among the Methodists, and Mrs. 
Stock, as Mrs. Freeth, did splendid work in the Westcott Place Mission, now 



Butterworth Street Church. Chiseldon's work for the soldiers in Camp 
during the Great War will never be forgotten, and with this the names of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Martin will ever be linked. 

Wroughton.  

The first building was erected about 1853 and a.new church, occupying a 
prominent position, in. 1880; the school being added in 1904. There is a 
good society with a fine body of young people. William Robinson is the out-
standing member, with gifts musical and oratorical. His organising ability 
received deserved recognition in 1929 when he was appointed one of the 
Circuit Stewards. The Wroughton Brass Band has been his hobby, and has 
rendered useful service in the district. Albert Withers, who passed away in 
1927, is remembered as an original preacher and a man of fine consistent 
character. 

Wanborough.  

For about 20 years services were held in the present building, formerly 
Baptist, at a rental. In 1882 it was purchased and several improvements 
made. In 1905 the schoolroom adjoining the church was erected. The total 
cost was £412. In 1877 there were only 4 members, viz.: Wm. Avenell, 
Mary Avenell, Elizabeth Kent and John Goddard. The Church owes a great 
debt to the Kent family. Mr. and Mrs. 0. Kimber, both recently deceased, 
did a great work here, especially in the Missionary cause. Joseph Avenell 
has been most loyal and generous, and this is equally true of Mr. and. Mrs. 
C. R. Palmer and Mr. and Mrs. Frank Jefferies. Mr. Jefferies has a fine 
record of service in the church, and also in the parish. Mr. R. Payne an old 
and respected member and local preacher passed away in 1930. 

Shaw. 

The first chapel was erected in 1852. In 1882 a new church was built at a 
cost of £262. This was made possible largely by the enterprise and 
devotion of Wm. Bridgman (affectionately known as ‘the Bishop'). The 
Chapel is famous for its having given such stalwarts as John Hinton, W. 
Bridgman and Jacob Morse to Butterworth Street, C. Huggins to Clifton 
Street, where he is still active, and Charles Sturmey to Rodbourne Cheney. 
It shares with Coate the distinction of having ladies as Society Stewards. 

Highworth.  

Once the head of a Circuit with a resident minister, Highworth was 
missioned in 1831. ' In their early days wrote the Rev. E. Rawlings, the 
members were driven from 'cottage to cottage and so violently opposed by 
earth and hell that they could not for weeks together hold a meeting in 
peace.' In 1838 a small chapel was built, which was enlarged and reopened 
in 1851. The Church and Sunday School have a splendid record, and a fine 
roll of workers, past and present. A strong Bible Class was started three 
years ago, and the Society has received official commendation recently for 
its spiritual virility. George Wiltshire, the G.O.M. of the Society, is 90 years 
of age, and has been a local preacher 70 years. 

Coate.  

In this village, renowned as the birthplace of the great prose-poet, Richard 
Jefferies, services were held for many years in cottages belonging to 



Thomas Smith, Mary Webb and Mary Gregory. William Little also for years 
rendered valuable service. In 1878 the three first-named were the only 
members. In 1888 the present building was erected at a cost of £117. 
Alteration and renovation took place in 1919. The Circuit plan recently 
recorded that the chapel looked neat and prim in its new paint and that 
congregations had greatly improved since the renovation. 

Hay Lane.  

A Shepherd's hut, brought from the field, was the first 'place of worship 
here. The present iron building was erected in 1887 at a cost of £101. The 
Sunday School Was commenced in 1886 and has a fine record, with not a 
few successes in the Scholars' Scripture Examination, which it has entered 
for about 30 years in succession. The Church contains several gifts—
banner, harmonium and clock, with which interesting stories .are 
connected. The names of Crewe, Poole, Phillips, Porter, Moulding, Smith, 
Heath, Beasant and Hunter are prominent on the roll of honour. 

North Wroughton.  

Originally called Wroughton Road, a chapel was erected here in 1891 and 
later it was enlarged to meet the requirements of the neighbourhood.  The 
total cost was £352. There 'are sittings for 150. Hit hard by the War, the 
society has since had a hard struggle, and honour is due to the faithful few 
who have carried on. Among these Mr. F. Robinson, Society Steward, 
deserves special mention. Among other names are Mrs. Yates, Messrs. 
Ponter and Davis. The society suffered a great loss when Mr. and Mrs. S. 
Ponting, of Wood Farm, lost their lives through a tree falling on the car, in 
which they were riding in the great gale of November 16th, 1928. 

Upper Stratton.  

An iron structure was erected in 1890 which soon became too small and 
was sold. A new site was secured and in 1907, the present building was 
opened at a cost of £497, including the land. T. S. Westmacott and Joseph 
Stratford, exceptionally gifted Local Preachers; were splendid workers in 
this church. Mrs. Stratford, at the age of 82 years, holds the office of 
Treasurer and still delights to serve. 
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