
Primi%ve	Methodist	Chapel,	Cold	Ash,		

	

The	 chapel	 in	 New	 Road	 (now	 Collaroy	 Road)	 was	 built	 in	 1824	 but	 came	 into	 the	 hands	 of	 the	
Primi@ve	Methodists	in	1837.	

There	were	only	seven	houses	in	New	Road	which	included	Holders	Farm	(Now	St	Finians	Farm)	and	
Sunnyside.	The	geese	 lived	on	the	green	by	the	Chapel,	and	they	used	to	terrorise	the	children	on	
their	way	to	Sunday	School.		

The	 Primi@ve	 Methodist	 church	 was	 an	 early	 19th	 century	 (1807)	 secession	 from	 the	 Wesleyan	
Methodist	 church	 and	 was	 par@cularly	 successful	 in	 evangelising	 agricultural	 and	 industrial	
communi@es	at	open	mee@ngs.		

The	 Newbury	 primi@ve	 Methodist	 Circuit,	
originally	 named	 the	 Shefford	 Circuit,	 was	
formed	 in	 1831	 and	 covered	 a	 large	 area	 of	
West	Berkshire	and	north	Hampshire.	This	area	
was	 reduced	 in	 1869	 by	 the	 crea@on	 of	 a	
separate	 Hungerford	 Circuit.	 The	 circuit	 is	
normally	a	group	of	churches	served	by	a	team	
of	 ministers.	 A	 minister	 will	 have	 pastoral	
charge	of	one	or	more	churches	but	will	preach	
and	 lead	worship	 in	different	 local	 churches	 in	
the	 circuit,	 along	 with	 local	 preachers.	 The	
arrangements	 for	 leading	 worship	 in	 a	 circuit	
are	drawn	up	in	a	quarterly	plan.	

In	the	preacher’s	plan	for	1831	in	Cold	Ash	was	
noted	 as	 Bucklebury	 Alley	 rather	 than	 New	
Road	(Collaroy	Road)		



The	Sunday	School	was	opened	in	1850	this	was	23	years	before	the	Cold	Ash	village	school	opened	
in	1873	on	land	adjoining	the	churchyard	to	the	north.		

Un@l	1837,	all	marriages	(except	those	 involving	Quakers	and	Jews)	had	to	take	place	 in	the	parish	
church	and	according	to	the	rites	of	the	Church	of	England.	

The	1836	Marriage	Act	made	provision	for	the	registra@on,	for	the	solemniza@on	of	marriages,	of	any	
building	cer@fied	as	a	place	of	religious	worship,	as	from	1	July	1837.	A	registrar	of	marriages	had	to	
a_end	and	register	the	marriage.	

On	Sunday	25th	May	1867,	 the	anniversary	of	 the	Primi@ve	Methodist	Chapel,	Cold	Ash,	was	held,	
when	sermons	were	preached	in	the	morning	and	evening	by	Mr.	H.	Dolton,	and	in	the	abernoon	by	
Mr.	 G.	 Westcombe,	 of	 Newbury	 the	 congrega@ons	 were	 large,	 and	 the	 school	 children	 gave	
recita@ons,	which	were	highly	creditable	to	them.	On	Monday	abernoon,	the	children	were	liberally	
supplied	with	cake	and	tea.	In	the	evening,	a	public	mee@ng	was	held,	Mr.	Taylor	in	the	chair,	when	
addresses	 were	 delivered	 the	 Revds	 C.	 Gower,	 G.	 Price,	 and	 C.	 Anthony,	 and	Messrs	Morton,	W.	
Froome,	and	other	friends.	Votes	of	thanks	were	tendered	to	Mr.	E.	Piper,	Mrs.	Drinkwater,	and	Mr.	
Higgs,	for	their	valuable	assistance	at	the	Primi@ve	Chapel	at	Cold	Ash	

The	Primi@ve	Methodist	connexion	were	the	first	Methodists	to	register	their	chapels,	from	1837	but	
only	a	small	propor@on	were	registered	for	marriage	at	this	point.	

The	chapel	was	registered	for	the	solemnisa@on	of	marriages	on	14th	April	1869.	The	first	wedding	
took	place	between	Mr	Stephen	Osmond,	of	Newbury	to	the	widow	of	the	late	Mr	Higgs*,	of	Mount	
Pleasant,	 Cold	 Ash.	 Mrs.	 Higgs	 had	 invited	 the	 Sunday	 School	 children,	 with	 their	 teachers	 and	
friends,	to	tea,	and	about	100	assembled	at	Mount	Pleasant.	Flowers	were	strewn	in	the	pathway	of	
the	bride	by	the	school	children,	and	other	demonstra@ons	of	joyousness	were	also	indulged	in.	The	
nup@al	pair	leb	in	the	course	of	the	abernoon	to	spend	their	honeymoon.	

The	Anniversary	of	the	Primi@ve	Methodist	Chapel	was	held	on	Sunday	28th	September	1874,	when	
sermons	were	preached	by	the	Rev.	D	Harding,	of	Newbury,	and	a	service	of	song	was	given	by	the	
children	and	friends.		

A	 service	of	 song	was	 given	on	 the	 29th	 September	 a	Monday	 evening	 in	 the	Primi@ve	Methodist	
Chapel.	which	was	crowded,	by	the	choir	from	Newbery.	Mr	Joseph	Hopson	presided	and	collec@on,	
including	a	handsome	dona@on	from	the	Chairman,	amounted	to	£1	15s,	and	will	be	devoted	to	the	
fund	for	maintaining	an	addi@onal	minister	for	the	Newbury	Circuit.	

On	Tuesday,	a	social	tea	was	followed	by	a	religious	service,	presided	over	Mr.	E.	Piper,	of	Barnes,	an	
old	scholar,	who	contributed	a	guinea	to	the	funds,	and	addressed	by	the	Rev.	D.	Harding,	Messrs.	D.	
Taylor,	Hamblin,	and	Pike.	Considerable	 improvements	have	 lately	been	made,	a	new	floor	has	 for	
the	 most	 part	 been	 laid	 down,	 the	 skir@ng	 renovated,	 and	 the	 walls	 coloured,	 and	 ceiling	
whitewashed,	which	have	been	carried	out	by	Mr.	Alfred	Taylor,	of	Newbury,	at	the	moderate	outlay	
of	£25.	

A	special	service	was	held	on	Wednesday	the	21st	of	May	1884	to	 inaugurate	the	opening	of	a	new	
harmonium	for	the	chapel.	The	harmonium	was	by	Stather	of	London	and	has	10	stops.	The	cost	had	
been	raised	by	dona@ons	and	collec@ng	cards.		

The	Chapel	ran	several	events,	evenings	and	talks	in	order	to	raise	funds	on	9th	September	1896	a	
bazaar	was	held	to	raise	funds	to	cover	the	cost	of	renova@ng	he	chapel	at	a	cost	of	£25.	His	worship	
the	Mayor	of	Newbury	(Ernest	Harris	Esq)	opened	the	event	at	3pm.		The	event	was	organised	by	Mr	
S	Hamblin	of	Cold	Ash.	A	total	sum	of	£29	2s	was	made.	



A	new	American	organ	had	been	introduced	to	the	chapel	in	October	1898	and	in	order	to	ex@nguish	
the	 debt	 and	 to	 provide	 a	 nucleus	 for	 improving	 the	 interior	 of	 the	 chapel	 a	 sale	 of	 goods	 was	
arranged	to	raise	funds.	There	were	the	usual	stalls	at	the	@me	vegetables,	lumber,	drapery,	sweets,	
fancy	and	bran	pie,	dolls	etc.		

In	April	1902	the	children	and	friends	of	the	Cold	Ash	primi@ve	Methodist	Sunday	School,	collected	
and	 sent	 250	 bunches	 of	 flowers	 to	 the	 Rev.	 T	 Jackson,	 a	missionary	working	 in	 the	Whitechapel	
district,	for	distribu@on.	The	flowers	consisted	of	daffodils,	primroses,	violets,	gillies.	

In	1905	the	Sunday	school	and	a	very	pleasant	ou@ng	on	the	August	bank	holiday	in	the	park	owned	
by	Mr	John	Shephard.	The	120	children	had	tea	at	4pm	which	was	followed	by	cricket	matches.	Tugs	
of	war,	swings,	and	other	games.	The	Temperance	Brass	band	played	during	the	abernoon	making	
everything	lively.	

The	Sunday	School	had	 their	bank	holiday	 treat	 in	a	meadow	owned	by	Mr	Aldridge	 in	Hatchgate	
Farm	in	August	1906.	Various	amusements	were	indulged	in	and	tea	was	served	in	Picnic	fashion.	

In	1932	the	Primi@ve	Methodists	joined	with	the	Wesleyan	Methodists	and	the	United	Methodists	to	
form	the	Methodist	Church	of	Great	Britain.	

In	 January	 1939	 about	 120	 children,	 parents	 and	 friends	 of	 the	 Cold	 Ash	Methodist	 Chapel	were	
present	at	the	annual	party	held	in	the	Acland	Memorial	Hall.	The	children	were	in	fancy	dress	and	
were	judged	by	Miss	Rippon.	

Dorothy	Adams	was	a	local	JP	and	villagers	who	speak	fondly	of	her	remember	her	as	a	lovely	lady	
who	they	approached	to	confirm	their	personal	details	on	legal	documents.	She	lived	in	Spring	Lane	
and	was	a	 lay	preacher	at	the	Methodist	Chapel.	She	died	on	21st	January	1991	and	is	buried	in	St	
Marks	Graveyard	.	If	you	want	to	listen	to	Dorothy	Adams’	memories	of	Cold	Ash	at	the	beginning	of	
the	 20th	 century	 you	 can	 do	 so	 on	 the	 internet:	 h_ps://soundcloud.com/user2402477/dorothy-
adams-memories-of-cold-ash.	

	 Sunday	 school	 prize	 giving	 around	 1950.	
Picture	 features	 June	 Heaton	 and	 her	
brother	 in	 the	 middle	 from	 Cold	 Ash	 who	
was	 a	 Sunday	 School	 teacher	 there	 for	 a	
while..	

The	 Methodist	 Chapel	 was	 closed	 for	
worship	in	1969	and	aber	demoli@on	a	
bungalow	was	erected	on	the	site.	The	
bricks	 from	 the	 demolished	 teetotal	
chapel	were	cleaned	and	used	to	build	
the	 extension	 of	 the	 Spo_ed	 Dog	 pub	
by	the	builders	Pipers	and	Sons.		

	

The	war	memorial	was	removed	to	St	Marks	Church	and	now	hangs	on	the	memorial	wall	along	with	
other	memorials	from	the	now	demolished	Bap@st	church.		



*	Mr	Higgs	died	in	1881	at	Mount	Pleasant	and	his	
funeral	was	held	Primi@ve	Methodist	in	Newbury.	


