
Extracts from Joseph Preston's Journal.— Witney Circuit, 1834.


Thursday, June 26.—I, with my little family, safely arrived at Witney. Thanks to my good Lord for 
journeying mercies.


Sunday, 29.—In the morning spoke in our meeting house at Witney, and had a good time while 
proclaiming the gospel to be the power of God. At half-past one, I spoke in the Market-place. 
From there we sung down Corne-street to the meeting house, where I heard brother H. Sadler 
testify that, “He that bath the Son hath life.” I afterwards met the class: and at six in the evening 
preached in the open air at Wood Green ; and felt sweet liberty while making some remarks on the 
kingdom of Christ.


Thursday, July 3.—Preached in the open air at New Yatt. At first I found it hard work; the powers 
of darkness much opposed the operation of my faith; but, at length faith prevailed, and darkness 
was dispersed. All was now easy, and good, I believe, was done; for three made it up in their 
minds to join, and to begin to live for heaven.


Sanday, July 13.—Met the class at Little Farringdon. Then sung through the village to a 
convenient place, and I preached in the open air to a steady congregation. In the afternoon went 
to Eastleach. Brother Lynn and his wile went with me. We sung through the village until we came 
to the chapel, where I preached to a goodly number: then held a prayer meeting, and one joined 
society. At night preached at Filkins, to a full house. On the whole, this has been a good day.


Monday, 14.—Preached in the open air at Witney. Some thought I had better not preach out; but I 
did, and we saw the good effect, for I should think I had FIVE TIMES as many people as I should 
have had if I had preached within. I held a prayer meeting, and then met the class. 


Tuesday, 15.—Visited nine families, and preached at Wood Green, in the open air, and felt some 
enlargement. After, held a prayer meeting. This rather troubled an opulent neighbour, who talked 
of sending the constables to take us up; but, for reasons best known to himself, be did not further 
interfere.


Wednesday, 16.—-Went to Coate. Brother Pickett accompanied me; and a little before the time of 
meeting, we sung in three different parts of the village, and published that preaching would be in 
the open air. A few came, to whom I preached. I also dropt a word to the little folks, who seemed 
to be much pleased that the preachers noticed them.


Thursday, 17.— Visited seven families; at night preached at North Moor. Before preaching we 
sung right through the village to the meeting house; where I preached out in the open air. After, 
met the class in the preaching house; and requested the whole society to pray for me, for Sister 
Bugden, for themselves, and for a revival of the work of the Lord. To this they agreed.


Tuesday, 22.—Very unwell: visited nine families, and preached in the open air at Kirtlington, to a 
large congregation. I got quite well while preaching! Thank God. After, held a prayer meeting in the 
open air. This meeting bore some resemblance to a little camp meeting. 


Monday, 28.—Visited nine families, walked ten miles, and preached at Clifto, and met the class. 


Tuesday, 29.—Visited six families. In one I had a little opposition. At night I preached at Souldren.


Wednesday, 30.—After breakfast held a prayer meeting; then went to Aynbo, and met a few (in a 
private way) at a friend’s house, to whom I read and expounded the 46th chapter of Isaiah. After 
which we held a short prayer meeting. I then walked ten miles and preached at Shutford.


Friday, Aug. 1.—This is a memorable day to the poor slaves. In consequence of which I preached 
at Chacombe, at five in the morning ; and then walked twenty-five miles home.
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Sunday, 17.—At half-past ten preached in the open air at Witney. This was done with intent to 
catch what may be called the market folks. Witney is noted for sabbath-breaking. It is a practice 
with many of the country people to come on Sabbath mornings to buy their clothing and 
provisions; and to whom the large shops are readily opened. At a quarter before two we met at 
the market-place, where, after singing, we held a prayer meeting. A post-boy from the Crown Inn 
came to disturb; but a respectable man (unknown to me) who saw his intentions, requested him 
to behave himself, but to no purpose. He then, pointing to the Blind House, assured him if he did 
not he would have him put in. This conquered the little troubler, and he returned as one ashamed. 
We then sung part way down Corne-street; kneeled down, and held another prayer meeting. We 
then sung till we came nearly to the meeting house, and again kneeled down and had a third 
prayer meeting. I then preached in the meeting house, after which Elizabeth Preston met the 
class. One joined society, and promises usefulness. 


Thursday, 21, — preached at Northmore: met the class, and added two to the society.


Tuesday, 30.—Visited fifteen families, and in the last only did I meet with opposition.


Monday, October 30 — Visited seven families, and was much blest in this delightful work; and 
more and more saw the necessity of teaching from house to house. In one family I found a poor 
old man, who through affliction had been confined to his bed near two years. In a second I met 
with two old women, one more than eighty, and the other in her eightieth year. In a third I found 
three incapable of attending any place of worship: an old man blind, an old woman lame, and a 
young woman very ill, and has been for a long time. I felt happy while talking to them and praying 
with them. At night spoke at Coate, to a large congregation.


Thursday, 23.—Spoke at New Yatt, with some enlargement; met the class, and while speaking to 
the members it came to my mind to request them to hold three prayer meetings, to pray for God 
to revive his work, and rise the circuit; and they readily agreed to do so. We then began to pray; 
when one dear man broke out in fervent prayer for God to save his soul, nor did he pray in vain; 
for, while believers supplicated the throne of grace on his behalf, God revealed himself to his soul, 
and he was happy through faith in Jesus Christ. Another joined the society.


Sunday, Noy. 9—In the afternoon led a lovefeast at New Yatt. But nothing particular occurred, 
excepting that three of the members said they believed God would save. My own mind was much 
beclouded. The lovefeast closed, and no visible good appeared to be done. But night was the 
time (as I had to preach at night) when they seemed to think the power should be displayed. At 
the appointed time the evening service commenced; and for a short time there was a struggle, but 
faith prevailed; and while I was enlarging on the prevalence of the intercession of Christ, the snare 
was broken, and I shouted Glory! From this moment, faith in the believers became vigorous, and 
there was a glorious display. In the prayer meeting after, two sprung into glorious liberty, and two 
more felt the sanctifying influence of the Spirit of God. One joined the society.


Friday, 14—Spoke at Filkins. Met the class, and added two to the society. In the prayer meeting 
after, the Primitive fire began to burn, and overwhelmed one in its refining flames.


Monday, 17.—Visited nine families. Preached at Coate; the house was much crowded: met class, 
and added one.


Tuesday, 18.—Preached at Northmoor, and had a blessed time. Met the class, and joined two 
fresh members. May they live before God.


Thursday, 20.—Spoke at New Yatt, and met the class. In the prayer meeting we had a struggle; 
but Jesus proclaimed himself victorious, and two precious souls were made happy in the love of 
God. We have a nice work going on here; and they have agreed to pray one minute a day for the 
prosperity of the circuit. And one minute’s good prayer will do much.


Thursday, Dec. 11,— Visited seven families. At night preached at Eastleach ; a good time, After 
preaching held a prayer meeting; all stayed; but perceiving that the unbelieving part of the 
congregation were a bar to the operations of faith, I closed the meeting, and requested the 
society to stop. I gave liberty to any person seriously inclined to stop also; a few did stop. We 
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commenced a second prayer meeting, and one dear man was much affected; and after a time 
received a measure of comfort. It was a blessed time. At the close, four joined the society. Praise 
God.


Monday 15.—Attended quarter-day: all was peace. At night three sermons were preached at 
Witney. After preaching, we commenced a prayer meeting, but unbelief prevailed. I then closed, 
and requested the members to stay. They did so; we commenced prayer, and after much labour, 
two received much comfort. While we were praying for the before-mentioned two, a woman came 
in great haste, requesting me to goto a woman who had been to hear preaching that night. . I 
asked what was the matter; and she, pointing to one who was then in distress, said “She is like 
him.” I was conducted to her house, and found her weeping, trembling, and praying for God to 
save her from hell. O how it gladdens my heart to see sinners turning unto God. God had 
powerfully wrought on her mind going home, so that she could scarce walk. She went with me 
back to the chapel, where we prayed for her; but she did not get through. O Lord, bring her into 
the liberty of thy children.


During this quarter a few have been saved, and a few members added. May the great Lord of the 
Universe ride on ti!l the whole earth is filled with the knowledge and the glory of God. Amen and 
amen.


J. PRESTON.


(Approved by the Quarter-day.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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