
JOURNAL OF JAMES POLE. 
(Lynn Circuit. ) 

Monday, March 19. Attended quarter day. The Lord was amongst us, and ail the brethren 
appeared united heart and hand for the extension of the circuit; and I was appointed to go out as 
a missionary on entire new ground.


Wednesday, April 11. I commenced my missionary labours, at Docking in the county of Norfolk. I 
went into the town: the people came running to see and hear: a large congregation, gathered, I 
preached, and God directed the word with power. I then asked for a house to hold a prayer 
meeting; one was opened, and while we were praying the Unction of God’s Holy Spirit was 
poured out.


Thursday 12. I visited some of the people, and held a morning prayer meeting. The Lord 
manifested his power, and many began to cry to him for pardon.


After this I walked to Burnham Market, about six miles, and preached in the open air. When I 
began to sing, the people seemed surprised to see me standing up in one corner of the street, 
and many flocked round me, but in such a careless manner, it was with difficulty I could proceed. 
But I looked to the strong for strength, and God defended me; and before I had done preaching 
the mockers were silenced, and a spirit of attention seemed to rest on the people. Then had to 
walk six, or seven miles to get lodging; and at one time I thought I should not be able to get a 
place to sleep in. But I could trust in God; I knew he could support me; and if I had to lodge under 
an hedge, it would not be the first time. I could say,


“With thee conversing I forget

All time, and toil, and care;


Labour is rest, and pain is sweet,

For thou, my God, art there.”


Sunday, April 15, At nine in the morning commenced singing in the street at Hunstanton; and 
when about half through the town, I stood up and preached, and God sent the word to sinners 
hearts; and one was fully convinced of sin, and soon after joined the society.


I then went about two miles to Ringstead, and preached there before dinner. I had a large 
congregation, and good was done.


At two in the afternoon, I went about two miles further, and preached at Thornham, and had a 
good time. And at night I preached at Holme, about two miles distant; and here God made bare 
bis arm, and many sinners trembled under his mighty hand.


Monday, 16. Thornham. Began to sing as soon as I entered the town. Had a large congregation, 
and a prayer meeting after.


Tuesday,17. Preached at Kingstead, and God began to work powerfully. Many stout-hearted 
sinners trembled. After preaching, I asked for a house to preach in, and for lodgings. And one 
man, no lover of the gospel, said, ‘’You may go and lodge with my dogs, if you will.’ This did me 
no harm, for it promoted a spirit of pity and compassion in many of the people. And one man, with 
tears in his eyes, invited me to his house, and gave me lodgings free of expense. 


Wednesday, 18. I visited some of the people, and got a house to preach in. I then held a watch-

night at Holme, which was a time never to be forgotten: sinners were crying on every band, and 
two professed to receive full salvation.


Sunday, April 22. Preached at Sedgtord, Heacham, and Docking. At this last place I had a large 
congregation; and alter preaching, we held a prayer-meeting, and two souls got liberty.


Monday, 23. Held a morning prayer meeting at Docking. The house was filled. The power of God 
came down on the unconverted, and many began to cry, “What must I do to be saved?” I had but 
few who could engage in prayer, and I was almost worn out with labour. But I could not leave 
them in this deplorable state; and after praying and singing for some time, God brought four of 
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them out of the prison house of the devil. This was a glorious victory: their mourning was turned 
into joy, and their darkness into light.


After this I visited some of the people, and then walked to Snettisham. At this place I had never 
preached; and when on the way, satan tempted me much not to go. It was powerfully suggested 
that no one would pay any regard to me or my preaching. However, I went and stood on the steps 
of the cross; a large congregation assembled; and if ever I preached with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven, I did on this occasion; every mind seemed affected, and several invited me to 
their houses. I asked for a house to preach in, and the way seemed to open at once. Since that 
time a society of more than sixty members has been raised up, and a chapel fitted up, which will 
hold about two hundred; and all this has been done in about a quarter of a year. Glory to God for 
ever.


Wednesday, 25. Went to Docking, intending to preach, but the rain preventing, I held a prayer 
meeting. The Spirit of God was poured out, and sinners began to cry on every hand, five or six 
were down on their knees at once, praying to God for pardon; and very soon God loosed the 
bands of their captivity, and four rose, and declared that God had pardoned all their sins.


Thursday, 26. Morning—visited some of the people at Docking, and held a prayer meeting, God 
again made bare his arm, and two souls professed to get liberty.


Sunday, April, 29. Preached at Heacham, Ringstead, Sedgford, and Docking. While preaching at 
Sedgford, the power descended from heaven and went through the whole congregation; tears 
were flowing from almost every eye. One young man fell to the ground, and, soon alter rose 
rejoicing in God, and related what God had done for him.


Monday, 30. Morning, held a prayer meeting at Docking. We had prayed and sung about an hour, 
and I was concluding, when many sinners began to cry for mercy; and in a few minutes seven or 
eight were on their knees in deep distress. I sung and prayed again. The mourners seemed to 
augment each other’s sorrow. In this awful state I made them all kneel down together, and soon 
the converting power was manifested, and they all got liberty. Glory to God in the highest. 


I then visited some of the people. Walked to Thornham, about four miles, and preached in the 
open air. But satan sent his servants to oppose; and did all they could to hinder me from 
preaching, and the people from hearing the word. When they found I was not to be stopped, they 
threw an egg at me; but it glided over the people’s heads as if guided by an invisible hand. I have 
often had eggs and stones thrown at me, but never one touched me yet. I have often experienced 
the truth of that beautiful passage, “No weapon formed against thee shall prosper.” And this was 
the case at Thornham, God was there, and no evil could come nigh me,


Sunday, May 6. Preached at Thornham, Hunstanton, Ringstead, and Holme. At Ringstead, I had a 
large congregation, and good was done. At Holme, a cry tor mercy was heard, and in the prayer 
meeting God saved one soul.


Tuesday, May 15. Preached at Ringstead, and God crowned the word with power, it went like fire 
among dry stubble. Sinners were trembling on every hand. After preaching I formed a society of 
eight, all of whom professed to be in the way to heaven.


Monday, 21. Preached in the open air al Snettisham, to a large and attentive congregation. After 
preaching a person asked me to go to his house and hold a prayer meeting. We had a powerful 
time, there was a loud cry for mercy, and soon one man got liberty, and I formed a society of 
sixteen,


A Camp Meeting. 

Sunday, May 27. We held a Camp Meeting at Ingoldsthorpe, about one mile from Snettisham. We 
commenced about nine o’clock with singing and prayer. The Lord manifested himself in a 
powerful manner. The spirit of conviction went through many souls; many began to cry, “The band 
of the Lord toucheth me.”
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The first preaching service began about half past nine, and the Spirit of God clothed the word with 
power, and many sinners were trembling on every hand. And in the next praying service, nine or 
ten were brought into glorious liberty. About twelve o clock, more than twenty, in one praying 
company, were on their knees crying for pardon. In a little time God began to set their souls at 
liberty, their chains were broken, their captivity turned, and I may add, their souls converted.


How many were converted this day is not known to me. Some thought there were about forty, and 
I have no doubt of it myself. And many who, before this, could live in rebellion against God, 
spending their Sabbaths in pleasure, in drunkenness, and in almost every thing bad; and who 
never paid any regard to God’s goodness, his mercy, his justice, his word, his ordinances, or his 
house, are now become steady members of society; their souls are converted, they keep God’s 
sabbaths, attend his house, and are patterns of piety.


One young man left his house in the morning to make game of the preachers and people at the 
Camp Meeting. But he had not listened long before God met him, his heart began to tremble, his 
knees smote one against another, and he fell to the ground in deep distress, but soon obtained 
pardon. At dinner time he went home a new man: his hard heart changed, his sins pardoned, his 
persecuting rage removed, and his heart filled with love to God, his cause, and his people. He has 
since become a class leader amongst us, and a local preacher. All glory to God.


Wednesday, May 30. Held a lovefeast at Holme. Here God made bare his arm, and five or six

were converted. 


Monday, June 4. Preached at Snettisham, The Lord directed the word with power to the hearts of 
the people; and after the preaching, ten joined the society. This society has been formed about a 
fortnight, and there are more than forty in it, And there has not only been a joining in society, but a 
complete turning to God.


Monday, June 18. At Lynn QUARTER DAY. I have been out missioning about ten weeks; have 
preached about one hundred times, and have joined about one hundred and twenty in society, I 
have generally preached about four times on Sundays, and six times on week days.


Saturday, July 7. I visited a person attacked with the cholera morbus. He could not speak. I 
kneeled down to pray, and he shortly expired. He was one of the first fruits of my labours at 
Snettisham. He was the subject of a very great change; and whenever I spoke to him, heaven 
seemed to beam in his countenance. The night before he was attacked he was at a prayer 
meeting. And at the conclusion he shook hands with the people, and said, “O how happy I am!” 
Little did he or they then think that the next night his happy soul would be in heaven,


The doctor, who is a religious man, Informed me that when he first came to him, he was praising 
God, and he never complained, but said he knew he should not live long. Thus he lived after he 
was converted, and thus he died to the glory of God,


State of the Mission at Midsummer and Michaelmas. 

At Midsummer there were five societies, eight classes, one hundred and forty six members, and 
labour enough for two travelling preachers; and the income of the mission was upwards of one 
pound more than its outgo.


At Michaelmas, two preachers having laboured through the quarter, the mission stood, nine 
societies, fourteen classes, and one hundred and eighty-six members, being an increase of forty 
members, and the receipts again exceeded the disbursements. Praise God for ever and ever. 
JAMES POLE.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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