
ACCOUNT OF J. WOOLLEY AND J. PRINCE. 

(From the Minutes of the Conference hold at Birmingham, May 20—30, 1834)


Q.. What travelling preachers have died this year?


A. 1. John Woolley. He was born at Hathorn, near Loughborough, in Leicestershire, on Thursday, 
July 12, 1798, and brought up to the farming business. From a child he was taught the knowledge 
of the scriptures, and at ten years of age experienced the pardoning love of God. When about 
twelve years and a half old, he removed to Erdington, near Birmingham, to live with a brother and 
sister, who held a farm there; and here he became as a withered plant.


But on Sunday, January 18, 1818, he, for the first time, heard a Primitive Methodist preacher, at 
Syston, near Leicester, and received a fresh determination to seek the salvation of his soul, and to 
join with the people. But deferred this duty until Sunday, September 12, 1819, when he first met in 
class, received a ticket, and became a member. On the Tuesday following, at half-past ten in the 
forenoon, after much prayer, and a sharp conflict, he again experienced God’s pardoning love; 
and the same night he began to preach; and in December, the same year, he was taken on the

preachers’ plan. And on Tuesday, July 29,1822, he was taken out by the Loughborough circuit, to 
labour as an itinerant preacher.


The Burton circuit report, under date of March 4, 1838, states to this effect:—

‘Brother John Woolley is a married man, has no children; will be thirty-five years of age next July; 
in which month he will have travelled eleven years, one in Loughborough circuit, two in Welton, 
two in Belper, two in Chesterfield, one in Barnsley, and three with us. He has been a 
superintendant eight years, and we consider him very capable of the office. In all his engagements 
he is punctual, and a strict observer of discipline. He is a peaceable man, and is well received 
throughout the circuit. And his deportment and behaviour in his public calling gain him esteem 
and respect from all. He preaches a free, full, and present salvation, and has been made useful in 
the conversion of sinners to God.


Brother Woolley possessed good talents, was of a kind and affable disposition, his piety was of a 
high order, and his conduct remarkably correct. He was well acquainted with the mystery of faith 
and a present Salvation; and was a good labourer with souls when in distress; and he was a good 
family visitor, The loss of such a man is felt in our connexion, But the residue of the Spirit is with 
the Lord,


2, John Prince. —Of Bro. Prince we have but little information, except from the circuit reports. The

Frome circuit report of March 18,1838, states as follows:—

‘John Prince is a single man, thirty-eight years of age, has travelled four years and a half; was 
taken out by the Hopton Bank circuit; has travelled there, and in Cwm, Blaenavon, Haverfordwest, 
and Frome circuits. He is our superintendant, and is attentive to discipline, He is accustomed to 
family visiting as much as his strength and circuit business will allow. He is a peaceable man, his 
preaching is acceptable. He preaches a full, free, and present salvation, and has been successful 
in this circuit; and his moral conduct is unimpeachable.’


In other circuit reports his usefulness is noticed. He never acted as superintendant until he came 
to Frome, in July, 1832. He did not possess great talents, but his zeal, his faith, his piety, and 
diligence were excellent; and the Lord crowned his industrious labours with considerable success.
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