
IRISH MISSION, PRESTON BROOK CIRCUIT, 1833—4,


Extracts of F. N. Jersey's Journal 

Wednesday, Dec. 4—Held our Quarter day at Preston Brook. It was a gracious day. I preached in 
the evening, and gave an account of the mission. It was a profitable time, the people went away 
much pleased that their mission was prospering; it having had an increase of fifty souls this 
quarter. To God be all the glory. Amen.


Thursday 5—Went with Bros. Hill and Crompton, to hold a missionary meeting at Partington. This 
meeting was truly animating the speeches were short and pointed, interspersed with singing and 
prayer, accompanied by loud responses of glory—Amen: which seemed to say to the 
missionaries, “Be of good courage, and go on in your great undertaking of saving souls.” The 
Lord help us. Amen.


Friday 6—Came to the city of Chester, on my way to Shrewsbury: and was much pleased with the 
delightful account of the rise of this circuit. Praise the Lord for all good things.


Saturday 7—Set off on the coach for Shrewsbury, forty miles; and then walked five miles to a 
missionary meeting. It was well attended; and I had the pleasure of meeting once more with my 
old and respected friend, Bro. Brittain. The missionary meeting was interesting; two of Bro. 
Brittains children spoke by way of dialogue, on the rise and progress of the Primitive Methodist 
Connexion. This had a powerful effect upon the whole audience. The collection was liberal.


Sabbath day, Dec. 8-—At Shrewsbury I preached two sermons in behalf of the Irish mission. The 
Lord was with me amongst these earnest people. Alter service in the evening, we held a great 
penitent meeting. Some were seeking the Lord, and some a full salvation. Glory be to God for the

blessings of this day.


Missionary Meeting on Monday evening, Dec. 9, at Shrewsbury. In the afternoon our forces began 
to muster. Brothers Brittain, Wyld, Seymour, from Oswestry, Tims, from Wrockwardine Wood, and 
Bro. Williams, from Bishop’s Castle Circuit. These made up our complement of speakers. At seven 
o’clock the meeting commenced. A report I had drawn up for the purpose was read. The chapel 
was crowded to excess. The speakers were eloquent and energetic. There was a most animating 
feeling amongst the people, for a further extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom; and this was 
testified not only by the people’s hearty prayers, but by a liberal collection, The Lord prosper the 
endeavours of our Shrewsbury people to do good. Amen.


Tuesday 10—Morning left our warm hearted friends here and proceeded back for Ireland; riding

through a part of North Wales, where I never was before. The scenery here is delightful, but the

cold was intense. Arrived at Liverpool that evening.


I attempted to sail for Ireland, but could not for three days, on account of the gale of wind. I sailed 
on the Friday, and had a heavy passage, but arrived safe on Saturday evening: found my wife in a 
poor state of health. My colleague was well. Thank the Lord for his mercies. I often think it is never 
so bad with us, but that it might be worse, so long as I am out of hell.


This week I have been very ill, and unfit for labour, occasioned by fatigue, and cold in travelling by 
sea and land; nevertheless I attended my appointments, and laboured. what I could, with the 
Lord’s help.


As before and after Christmas is a time of great festivity in Ireland, I endeavoured to keep the 
people together in the evenings by delivering lectures on the Piigrim’s Progress, which continued 
to have a good effect in bringing them together, and instructing their minds in the things of God.


Wednesday, Dec. 25—Christmas day, we held a prayer meeting at five o’clock in the morning, in a 
private house. It was full. We sung through two streets, to the preaching house at Newry; and I 
preached at six in the morning, to a full house. I them set off five miles in the country, to preach at 
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five in the afternoon. I preached in a barn to a large concourse of people, and had a powerful 
time. I then returned home at night. This has been a good day.


Dec. 31--I preached at Tullyhappy. Here we have formed a class of eighteen members, who wish 
to be instructed in the principies of true Christianity, and to obtain religion. Lord convert these 
people. I returned to Newry, three miles the same evening to hold a watch night. I gave a lecture 
on the Pilgrim’s Progress, and exhorted. Another exhorter, also, gave an exhortation. We 
interspersed singing and prayer, till near the close of the old year, when we kneeled in silence for a 
few minutes; and the Spirit of God descended, and we hailed the new year with acclamations of 
joy. Lord give us new hearts. Amen.


Wednesday, January 2, 1834— Preached at a new place called Bally-gappuck, nine Irish miles 
from Newry. Near this place, a most atrocious murder was committed, and I have heard to-night 
that the murderer has been apprehended. Lord have mercy upon Barabbas. The congregation 
was large. I had a powerful time—several were convinced. Held a class meeting next morning—
The house was full. We have got a society of about fourteen souls in this place.


On Sunday, Jan. 5--Evening I preached at Rathfryland. Here we have a comfortable preaching 
place, and about twenty seven members. I had a good time, and we held a prayer meeting after. It 
was a refreshing time.


Monday 6—Visited several families—set off to Donoughmore. Here we have a good revival 
occasioned by holding a Camp meeting, on a very wet day, at a farm house; the two parlours and 
the large kitchen serving for the praying companies. Only me and my colleague preached; but the 
Lord was with us, the Holy Ghost attended the word, and numbers received conviction. We have 
great congregations in this place, and nearly sixty members in society.


While I was preaching, Mr. Turner came for me to go to Newry, as Mr. Wylde had come to our 
house from Shrewsbury, for me to go down with him to Belfast. I set off the next day to Belfast; 
called a committee meeting, made several arrangements, and left Mr. Wylde in charge of the 
society at Belfast.


Set off to Lurgan; called at Lisburn to see Bro. Cordingly, the missionary there. Found him 
recovering from sickness, and rejoicing in the Lord, and his mission prospering. (This mission is

carried on by our Oswestry circuit.)


I had to walk ten lrish miles to Lurgan, through the mud and wet; and was very wet and weary 
when I got there; but was kindly entertained in the house of Mr. Cole. An act of eastern hospitality 
was performed upon me, even the washing of my feet. These people have kindly entertained me 
and my colleague, when preaching on the market-days. The Lord reward them for their kindness. I 
was not able to preach, being very ill with my journey. The Lord bless the people in this place, 
Amen.


Sunday, Jan. 12—I spoke at Portadown, only a small congregation. I went to Tandagree in the 
afternoon, a hard time in preaching: a large congregation.


In the evening, I went to Guilford, and preached with great liberty to a crowded house. Several 
souls were in distress, had no praying labourers to help me in the prayer meeting. The prejudice of 
other denominations is great in this place, yet the Lord is prospering his work.


Went to Rich Hill, to speak for the first time. I had a powerful season and a great congregation. A 
man said to me after preaching, “I believe you will be very useful in this country.”


Went to open a new place, called Acton. Preached in a large school room, to a large and attentive 
audience.


Friday——Held a prayer meeting in a school room, in Chapel street, Newry, A large congregation
—l gave a lecture from the parable of the Prodigal Son. The people were very attentive.
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On Sunday, Jan. 19—Led two classes and preached twice at Newry. It was a good day.


Monday evening I gave a lecture on the Pilgrim’s Progress. A great many attended. It was a 
profitable time. One man was very much wrought upon, and promised to lead a new life.


Tuesday 21—Evening I preached at Tully-happy. A large congregation. After preaching a man 
wished to cavil with me, about certain points of doctrine. I told him I could not cavil, but I had no 
objection to pray a little. He was confounded.


Led a class in Newry, and visited some families. A good day to my soul.


Held a prayer meeting.—A crowded house; and gave an exhortation. It appeared to be a 
profitable time,


Set off to Bally-magappuck, nine Irish miles. Preached to a crowded congregation, had a powerful 
time. Many are convinced of sin. Next morning led a class. The house was crowded, and some 
joined the society. There is a pleasing prospect in this place.


Sunday, Feb. 2—Preached twice at Rathfryland. Held a prayer meeting after. This has been a 
good day in this place. The people in this town are not lively. “O Lord, revive thy work.’’


Monday 3.—Preached at Donoughmore to a crowded congregation. It was a powerful time. Gave 
tickets to above fifty members. In this place there is a prospect of a new chapel being erected. It 
will be the first built by our connexion in Ireland. O Lord, prosper us in this country,


Tuesday 4—At Loughbrickland. We have preached in this place a considerable time, and the Lord 
has made us very useful. But others have gathered up the fruit of our labours.


Wednesday, May 5—I preached at Warrenstown. I had a very wet journey, and was very near 
exhausted. But I preached to a large congregation, and the Lord strengthened me to get through.


Thursday 6—I preached at Guilsford. The school room was crowded to excess. I had a powerful 
time in preaching; some were awakened; and after preaching we held a penitent meeting; some 
were in distress, and joined society. There is a glorious prospect in this place.


Friday 7—I went to Lurgan, and preached in the open air, in the market, amongst the market 
people, and had a good time. Afterwards I went about one mile, and preached in the evening. Had

not my full liberty; but the people spoke of being benefitted.


(To be continued.)
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