
Willaston Primitive Methodist chapel, Wirral 
Neston Road, Willaston CH64 2TL 

************************************************************************************************ 

The history of the two PM chapels in Willaston is described in detail in a booklet produced in 1989 to mark the 

centenary of the laying of memorial stones of the second chapel [1].  Much of the information after the following two 

newspaper reports has been drawn from that source. 

In the 19th century Willaston was a village of farms and agricultural workers; the population grew steadily from 196 in 

1801 to 597 (living in 129 houses) in 1901.  The first PM chapel in Willaston was built in 1838; by the 1880s the chapel 

had become too small and was described as dilapidated.  Some difficulty was encountered finding a suitable site for a 

new chapel but one was eventually found; building began in 1889 at an estimated cost of £520 and the new chapel 

was opened in 1890. 

A map from 1898-9 [2] shows the chapel lying 250 yards west of the centre of the village on the north side of Neston 

Road.  It is surrounded by open ground with only Church Farm and Christ Church between the chapel and the centre 

of the village.  Opposite the chapel on the south side of the road are about thirty buildings. 

The Cheshire Observer of 21 September 1889 reported on the laying of memorial stones as follows: 

‘PRIMITIVE METHODISM AT WILLASTON. 

SPEECHES BY COLONEL COTTON AND MR. DUNCAN GRAHAM. 

‘Quite a general stir was created in the little outlying village of Willaston last Tuesday, when the ceremony of 

laying the memorial stones of a new Primitive Methodist Chapel was performed with no little pomp and 

circumstance.  Favoured with a bright September afternoon, the event was a success in every particular, the 

rural residents congregating in such force as plainly betokened a new impetus to Methodism in not the least 

important “society” of the Chester circuit.  After years of patient waiting, during which considerable 

embarrassment was experienced from inadequate accommodation, the denomination have at length been 

fortunate in acquiring an excellent site, situated a few hundred yards from the [parish] church, where in four 

months’ time it is expected to see completed a comfortable chapel, with sitting accommodation for 150.  The 

building, which will be of Ruabon brick with terra cotta mouldings, will comprise a room 34ft. by 24ft. 6in., a 

school-room 24ft. by 19ft. 6in., class-room 12ft. square, and kitchen.  The estimated cost, including the 

purchase of the site, is £700, and the builder is Mr W. Vernon, Chester. 

‘Three memorial stones were laid, in the presence of a numerous company, by Colonel Cotton, M.P., Mr 

Duncan Graham (chairman of the Cheshire County Council), and Mr W. Poulsom, ex-Mayor of Bootle.  Among 

others present on the temporary platform were ….. 

‘Rev. J. TRAVIS [the PM minister] gave a brief account of the circumstances leading to the consummation of 

the movement that had for so long been on foot for the erection of a chapel in Willaston.  So long as 50 years 

ago services were commenced in a cottage in the village, and with the lapse of time the old building about to 

be deserted came to be erected at a cost of about £90.  Though perhaps not very powerful in itself, there 

were, he ventured to affirm, very few village churches that had done more substantial good during the last 

half century. (Hear, hear.)  Recently Mr Slater had endeavoured to obtain a site from Mr Hope, but 

insurmountable difficulties barred the way, and in lieu of the land Mr Hope, through Mr Slater’s agency, 

generously contributed £50 towards the new building.  (Applause.)  Eventually, however, Mr Corbett came to 

the rescue, and allowed them to purchase what was generally considered one of the most eligible sites in the 

neighbourhood, for which, on behalf of the people of Willaston, he begged to tender hearty thanks. ….. 

‘[Mr Duncan Graham] His recollection of Willaston now extended over a great number of years – back to the 

time when the little old chapel was the sole place of worship in the village and when the Church of England 



services were conducted in one or other of the neighbouring farmhouses where accommodation could be 

found. …..’ 

Then the Cheshire Observer of 22 February 1890 reported on the opening of the new chapel as follows: 

‘THE NEW PRIMITIVE METHODIST CHAPEL AT WILLASTON. 

‘The new Primitive Methodist Chapel at Willaston was formally opened on Wednesday, under very promising 

circumstances.  The service was fixed for three p.m., and prior to this hour the building was densely crowded.  

The Rev. J. Watson, of the Chester Circuit, opened the service, and the sermon was preached by Rev. J. Travis 

(late of Chester Circuit, and who is now General Mission Secretary [a national appointment in London]).  After 

the service a public tea meeting was held in the Schoolroom attached to the chapel, which was also largely 

attended, quite 250 persons being present.  A crowded public meeting was afterwards held in the chapel, Mr 

J. P. Moore presiding.  The proceedings opened with a hymn which was followed by a short address from the 

Chairman. 

‘The TREASURER (Mr T. Tickle) followed: 

… When they first undertook the project they had about £30 in hand … At the laying of the foundation stones 

they received about £300, and at the close of their opening services he thought they would realise a total 

amount of £500. 

‘The Rev J.J. GRYLLS (Neston Mission Hall) next addressed the meeting, followed by the Rev. J. TRAVIS whose 

remarks included the following: 

He believed that they in Willaston 

were celebrating upon that occasion 

the most important day Willaston had 

yet seen.  It was a grand day some fifty 

years ago when the old chapel was 

opened, but many of them [members 

of Willaston society] were amused 

now in looking over the accounts of 

the old building which cost less than 

£100.  In fact, after making some 

improvements the total cost of the old 

chapel was £96.  It was a grand day for 

Willaston and for their church when 

the foundation stones of a new church 

were laid, but that – the opening day – 

was greater still. … He had thought 

many times of the words, “Everything 

comers to those who wait,” for they 

had been trying for five years to get a 

suitable piece of land in Willaston.  

Hope was aroused again and again 

only to be dashed to the ground, but when they were on the verge of despair the path was opened and the 

way made clear for them.  At the laying of the foundation stone and throughout the movement they had had 

the support and sympathy of all denominations, and they had obtained the site from a member of the Church 

of England.  They did not, of course, expect great architectural beauty in the new chapel, but they had a good 

substantial building suitable for their present requirements, and a building which did great credit to both the 

contractor and his workmen.  He remembered the first meeting held in connection with the building of the 

new chapel, and how they had all their heart in the work.  There were only about a dozen people present, but 

they were all in earnest, and there was about £100 promised for the work.  There was not one of them to-day 

A postcard postmarked July 1906: 

View from Neston Road looking north-west.  The main entrance 

with the white lintel opens into a vestibule with the side gable 

roof and single window.  The first and second windows to the 

right light the ‘class-room’ (now used as a vestry) and the third 

window was originally for a tiny kitchen.  The ivy-covered building 

is the outside toilets. 



who would wish for their contribution 

back.  When Mr Tickle referred to 

those who had twice come forward 

with subscriptions he was reminded of 

a friend who accompanied him to a 

doctor, who was also a county 

magistrate, and reported to be a 

bigoted member of the Church of 

England.  They asked him for a 

subscription, and he said he would 

give them 5 guineas.  He (Mr Travis) 

thanked him, but his friend stood by 

and began to scratch his head.  

Something seemed to trouble him, 

and at last he burst out: “Doctor, 

there are a lot of people who are 

repenting of having given to the 

chapel.”  The doctor asked the 

reason.  “Why,” replied his friend, 

“Mr Brown gave us £5, and now he 

has repented and given us £10.”  (Laughter.)  It would appear, continued Mr Travis, that many of your 

subscribers have repented in the same way. (Applause.)  ….. 

‘The temperance society in connection with their church was remarkably successful, for, despite the sparse 

population, it numbered about 300 members. ….. 

‘A suitable reply was made by others, and the meeting closed with a hymn.  Mr J. Pugh presided at the organ. 

‘The building is of Gothic design, and is built of Ruabon brick with white stone facings, and windows of 

stained glass, the whole of the work being done by Mr W. Vernon, a well-known Chester builder.  The 

interior, which has accommodation for 180 persons, presents a very striking appearance.  The seating is all of 

polished pitchpine, the rostrum being of the same material, beautifully carved and panelled.  The lighting is 

very efficient, the Martin patent chandelier lamps being used [ornamental oil lamps patented in 1888], which 

also adds greatly to the beauty of the interior.  The heating is also good and the building is well ventilated 

with cold air inlets, Boyle’s patent extractor being used [patented 1882].  At the rear of the chapel is the 

schoolroom 24ft by 19ft., with accommodation for 100 scholars.  Looked at from all points the building 

reflects great credit upon the builder, and stands as a grand monument to the efforts of the very earnest 

workers of the Primitive Methodist Church in Willaston.’ 

The Chester Circuit Preaching Plan for 1894 Q4 shows appointments for all three Chester Circuits.  Chester First 

Circuit consists of nine chapels headed by the George Street Chapel (1888) and including Willaston and Little Neston.  

Willaston had Sunday services at 10.45am and 6pm taken by local preachers (usually the preacher took both morning 

and evening services) and a weekday service at 7pm on Tuesdays at three- or four-week intervals.  ‘Should any of the 

Preachers planned at [Little] Neston need a horse and trap from Hooton [railway station] they are requested to write 

to Mr. J. Mealor of Ness.’  This kind offer would have saved the preacher a four-mile walk.  Anyone preaching at 

Willaston, however, would have had to walk only one and a half miles, therefore not justifying this service!  The 

Prayer Leader at Willaston was Mr Enoch Maiden, born 1856, a railway signalman, or possibly his wife Elizabeth 

(same initial), born 1857.  They lived in Hadlow Road not far from Willaston Hadlow Road station. 

 

A postcard postmarked 1908: 

View looking north-east showing the three pairs of windows of 

the chapel and the four windows of the schoolroom.  The 

buildings to the right are the outbuildings behind Church Farm.  

Note the two prominent ‘Boyle’s Patent Extractors’ on the roof 

ridges (see text) 



September 2020.  Note that the chapel now has a 

porch (built in about 1926; see text).  The side road is 

Elm Road, built in the 1950s.  The house to the right 

is part of Church Farm Court, a development of 

thirteen houses built in the 1980s on the market 

garden between the chapel and Church Farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These stones are on the front left and 

right buttresses respectively.  Colonel 

Cotton’s stone was presumably on the 

central buttress; it had to be moved 

when the porch was built and was 

embedded in the left side of the porch 

(now obscured by a bush). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The side entrance (originally the main door) to the vestibule, 

chapel (left) and ‘classroom’ (right).  The 1990s extension is 

visible beyond.  Note the stained-glass windows: a fleur-de-

lis (stylised lily) design in the art nouveau style 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the first two decades of the 20th century the congregation typically numbered about twenty.  However, 

income generally exceeded expenditure by about £5 per month and they paid out £127 on the building debts.  The 



Sunday School continued, funded by tea meetings and collections from ‘public meetings’ and ‘Sunday School 

Sermons’ at which invited speakers gave addresses on the theme of Sunday School work (presumably to the adults, 

not the children!).  The Sunday School teachers also ran the Band of Hope classes.  By the end of the 19th century this 

work had flagged but was renewed in the first years of the 20th century by having meetings during the autumn and 

winter months once again.  By 1910 it was flourishing; the register of that year lists 75 names of boys and girls.  At 

these meetings, children played games (ludo and snakes-and-ladders), had regular talks on the Christian life and the 

evils of strong drink, sang ‘Dare to be a Daniel’ and signed the pledge. 

The Cheshire Observer carried frequent brief reports on activities at the chapel: Harvest Thanksgivings; Anniversary 

Service; Annual tea; Sunday School anniversary services, sermon and picnic; public temperance meeting; and Band of 

Hope meetings and picnic.  On 7 November 1896 an inaugural meeting of the Willaston Chapel Guild was held. 

In about 1926 the interior of the chapel was substantially altered.  Originally the pulpit stood in the centre of the 

south end of the chapel, with the organ to the left and the choir to the right.  In the new arrangement, the pews were 

turned through 180°, a communion table was placed at the centre of the north end and the pulpit was moved to its 

left and the organ to its right (the current arrangement).  Then a new south entrance with new porch was created, 

giving the chapel two fire exits.  The chapel put on regular concerts to pay off the debt of these alterations. 

During the Second World War, volunteers ran a Canteen from the chapel for service men and women in the area.  For 

six nights a week from Autumn 1940 until the end of the War, a hot meal was served to 80 to 100 people; 1s. 6d. 

bought them a fried egg, chips and peas, bread-and-butter, cake and tea.  The Sunday School numbered about 60 

during the War years. 

After the War, congregations dwindled and in the 1970s there were discussions about closing the chapel.  However, 

an elderly few soldiered on and, after a young family arrived in 1981 and set up a Sunday School, chapel numbers 

revived strongly during the 1980s and 1990s.  Extensions were built to accommodate the enlarged Sunday School and 

Youth Clubs and provide a modern kitchen and toilets.  By 2020, sadly numbers have again dwindled but a small loyal 

band maintains a range of chapel activities. 
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