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Primitive Methodism in Buxton. 

 

At the top of Terrace Road, Buxton is a small courtyard called Primitive Court which has lead 

to speculation that this may have been the site of an early Primitive Methodist meeting place. 

The building that forms two sides of the court was probably originally a farm but for many 

years a newsagent and tobacconist shop run by the Skidmore family, until 1970, and then by 

Mr Goodwin. This closed in the 1990s and remained empty for some years. Planning 

applications were made to change the use to a tearoom in 1996 but came to nothing. An 

application to convert to office space and two flats made in 2005 succeeded and is its present 

condition. The change of address for the flats would post-date this, although why the name 

Primitive Court was chosen has not been established. 

 

  
Fig.1.  Primitive Court, 2020 Fig.2. Cottages at the top of Bath Road, the 

entrance to Hobson’s Yard on the left. 1934. 

Ref: PtP DCBM100456. 

 

Available literature written in the 1990s gives several sites for the first meeting place of the 

Primitive Methodists. Leach says “not until c1840 that services are first recorded in a 

whitewashed cottage in Bath Road”
1
 but gives no reference for this. Fig.2. (This is a 

misquote, Axon says “in a whitewashed cottage behind the cottages in Bath Road”). Langham 

states “Cottage services were being held in 1840 and by 1842 services were advertised at a 

room fitted up for preaching in Hobson’s Yard”
2
 and refers to Ernest Axon’s 22

nd
 Paper 

written in 1947.
3
 He goes on to say “By 1857 a chapel in Back Lane, behind the Queen’s Inn, 

was in use and was still listed in 1860…” which is not referred to Axon but can be found 

there. The relevant part of Axon’s paper is reproduced in Appendix 1. 

 

There are thus three locations given for the early meeting place of the Primitive Methodists; 

in a whitewashed cottage behind the cottages at the top of Bath Street; Hobson’s Yard; and 

Back Lane behind the Queen’s Inn. The only one of these for which the primary source has 

been found is Hobson’s Yard. This appeared in an advertisement in the Buxton Herald 

newspaper run continuously from July 1842 until October 1857. Figs. 3 & 4. 

 



 
 

Fig.3. Buxton Herald July 23
rd
 1842 Fig.4. Buxton Herald October 15

th
 1857 

 

Referring to the 1847 Buxton Tithe Award map and schedule this location can be identified 

with some certainty when the other two are also considered. 

 

Properties in Higher Buxton listed as being owned by George Hobson are outlined in red. 

Number 68 consists of housing and stabling on two sides of a yard, the whole being at the 

junction at the top of Bath Street with High Street. This site could also, depending on ones 

viewpoint, be considered as “behind the Queen’s Inn”. The other buildings, 106 & 8, are 

those currently called Hobson’s Place, on the east side of the High Street. 

  

 
Fig.5. Re-drawing of the Buxton Tithe Award map of 1847 by J Leach and published in 

BANHS Bulletin No 25, Spring 1998. 

 

It therefore seems to be fairly safe to say the Primitive Methodists worshiped in one or other 

of the buildings 59 or 68 from 1842 to 1857 when the congregation became moribund. 

 

Axon associates Hobson’s Yard with George Hobson, the son-in-law of Elizabeth Fidler the 

owner of the Queen’s Head, and who became the landlord, probably about 1857-60. In the 

1841 census George gave his occupation as ‘Cattle Dealer’ and in 1851 as ‘Farmer of 9 acres 

& Postmaster’. This is exactly the area of five fields behind the Queen’s Head owned by 

Elizabeth Pickford, one of which George Hobson occupies and Elizabeth Fildler the rest.
4
 It 

seems unlikely that he owned all the premises listed in the Tithe Award list and he was not the 

only George Hobson in Buxton. His father was also called George, who occupied building 

108, and there was at least one other. 

 



The area has been rebuilt since 1857. The terrace of houses on Bath Road is newer and 

although the building on the north side looks old, half of that area is shown as a garden on the 

Tithe Award map so must also be later. The cobbles in the yard are probably the only original 

part. 

 

  
Fig.6. Bath Road side of Hobson,s Yard, the 

site of the whitewashed cottages in Fig.2, 

2020. 

Fig.7. Hobson’s Yard facing the site of plots 

No. 58 & 59. 

 

After the advertisement in the Buxton Herald October 15, 1857 there were no more until June 

1862 when services are advertised as being held in Spring Gardens. Fig.8. This refers to 

Henry Prime renting the redundant Independent, or Calvinist, chapel adjacent to the White 

Lion at the Fairfield end of Spring Gardens. 

 

 
Fig.8. Buxton Herald June 12, 1862 

 

This arrangement lasted only a year as the £80 rent was too great a burden and the owner, Mr 

Lees of the George Hotel, refused any reduction. From advertisements in the Buxton 

Advertiser the services then moved to Henry Primes home at 16, Bath Street [Road]. Fig.9. 

The following year they were then able to use the “New Room” at 1, West Street [Road] as 

advertised in the Buxton Herald. Fig.10. 

 

  
Fig.9. Buxton Advertiser July 25, 1863 Fig.10. Buxton Advertiser July 16, 1864 

 

According to Axon services were also held in Manchester House, London Road, home of Job 

Sellors, for a year and then in Richard Fearn’s house in the High Street.
3
 Samuel Smith, a 

shoemaker, had erected a temporary building for the sale of refreshments at the top of West 

Road. This they rented for Sunday and week night services and as the cause prospered, a 

young probationer, Timothy Archer, was appointed as Minister. It was in his time that the first 

approach was made to the Devonshire Estate for land to build a chapel. This was refused by 

the agent Mr Wilmot on the grounds that there were more than enough churches and chapels 

in the town. Mr Wilmot died shortly afterwards and the new agent, George Drewry, was 

sympathetic and granted their request. Initially this was for 300 yards [presumably square 



yards] of land but R R Duke thought this insufficient and 1000 yards at a nominal price was 

agreed. Work began in July 1868 and the chapel opened in April 1869.
5
 

 

Timothy Archer did not see the fruits of his initiative as he was replaced by the Rev. Thomas 

Randall, but it seems the Primitive Methodists were not held in high regard in the town and 

they had great difficulty in renting a suitable house for him. Finally rooms were found 

opposite Burbage Methodist chapel. This was not convenient and the bold decision was taken 

to build a manse on the new chapel site, which was done before the chapel, enabling him to 

keep an eye on the work.
5 

 

  
Fig. 11. London Road toll bar with the first 

Primitive Methodist chapel behind, c1870. 

Ref: PtP DCBM100267 

Fig.12. The White Lion Inn with the chapel, 

rented by Henry Prime in 1862 in the 

background, later used as a warehouse. 

Ref: PtP DCBM100460 

 

A Sunday school was started in the vestry which was soon outgrown and a further 1000 yards 

of land was acquired to build a school which was started in 1876 and completed the next year. 

The chapel membership had also grown from 20-30 to about 150 and the accommodation was 

proving insufficient so plans were drawn up for a new chapel. [Axon tells a different story; 

that the foundations were inadequate, coupled with a nearby pond, causing the rear wall to 

bulge making rebuilding a necessity].The new chapel was designed by local architect G E 

Garlick and the opportunity was also taken to remodel the manse which was renamed ‘Bourne 

House’ after the founder of the movement.
2
 The foundation stones of the new chapel were 

laid on May 20, 1890
6
 with the first service in October 28, 1890, although some interior work 

still remained to be done.
7
 

 

Notes: 

1). The Book of Buxton, J Leach, 1987. 

2). Buxton, a People’s History, Mike Langham, 2001. 

3). No confirmation of these has been found. 

4). Buxton Tithe Award 1847. 

5). Nonconformity’s Beginnings in Buxton, E Axon, Buxton Advertiser May 24, 1947. 

6). Buxton Herald, May 21, 1890. 

7). Buxton Herald, October 29, 1890. 

 

All  images are the property of the author except Figs.2, 11 & 12 which are thumbnails from 

the website Picture the Past. Copies can be obtained from https://picturethepast.org.uk 

 

J. Kingsland. 21.04.20



Appendix 1. 

 

The Primitive Methodists were an offshoot from Wesleyan Methodists formed in the UK about 

1810. The principle founder was Hugh Bourne who was influenced by an American preacher 

Lorenzo Dowe. Bourne and his followers wanted a simpler church with the emphasis on working 

class people with lay members having a much greater say in church matters than had become the 

norm in the Wesleyan church. 

 

Bourne took part in the famous revival or camp meeting at Mow Cop on May 31
st
 1807. The 

Methodist authorities disapproved of such meetings and in 1808 Bourne was expelled. Continuing 

has evangelical work he, in 1810, founded a new connection, which on February 13
th

 1812, adopted 

the name Primitive Methodist, its first conference being held in 1820. Although so near its 

birthplace, Buxton was not an early centre of Primitive Methodism. 

 

From Axon’s Paper Nonconformity’s Beginnings in Buxton: 

It is stated that in about 1840 services were held in a whitewashed cottage at the rear of the 

cottages on the north side, and near the top, of the present Bath Road.
1
 

 

In 1841 Chambers
2
 says the Primitive Methodists had “a room set up for preaching,” and in 1842 

a similar statement is made. The first number of the “Buxton Herald,” July 23
rd
, 1842, gives the 

Primitive Methodists as meeting in Hobson’s Yard, and having services at 2 and 6.30, and three 

ministers, J. Gilbert, Tho. Worrall, and J Antliffe. Hobson’s Yard was presumably identical with 

“Back Lane behind the Queen’s Inn, ”where the Primitive Methodist had a small chapel in 1857.
3
 

The “Queen’s Inn” could only be the “Queen’s Head” of which the landlord was George Hobson.
4
 

“Back Lane” is usually said to be the former name of South Street, but at that time it evidently ran 

on the west of the High Street houses, crossed the main road , and continued along the present 

South Street.
5
 The chapel was still in Back Lane in 1860.

6
 The cause was moribund, if not dead, by 

this time. It is not mentioned in Robertson’s “Handbook,” 1861, nor in the “Buxton Advertiser” list 

of places of worship, December 21
st
, 1861. 

 

Primitive Methodism was revived here largely by the efforts and enthusiasm of Henry Prime, 

watchmaker, who came to Buxton from Flagg in about 1861. At once he commence services in his 

own house, 16, West Street, and after a time he rented for a year, on his own responsibility, the old 

Independent Chapel in Spring Gardens.
7
 In the 1862 edition of his “Handbook,” Robertson  says, 

“Primitive Chapel, Spring Gardens, Divine Service conducted by ministers belonging to the 

Winster Circuit.” Still later the meetings were held in the house of Mr. and Mrs. Job Sellors, 

London Road, and Mr Fearn’s house, High Street. The congregation’s last temporary place of 

worship was in the new room at 1, West Street, belonging to Samuel Smith, shoemaker. Here in 

1868 services were held every Sunday at 2.30 and 6.30, the minster being the Rev. T Archer. 

 

Notes for Appendix 1. 

1). No source for this. 

2). No indication of who or what Chambers is. 

3). No source but in the Buxton Herald 15
th

 Oct. 1857 they still stated Hobson’s Yard. 

4). George Hobson was the son-in-law of Elizabeth Fidler who had been the landlady of the 

Queen’s Head since at least 1841. He did take over as landlord some time in the late 1850s. 

5). South Street is recorded in the 1871 census as “late Back Lane”. The term is also probably used 

for any un-named service road at the rear of terraced buildings. Some have become formalised such 

as “Back Union Street” in nearby New Mills. 

6). No source for this and no advert in June 1860. 

7). This chapel was adjacent to the White Lion public house and was demolished to make way for 

Holker Road. 
 

 


