
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church | Bethel Primitive Methodist Chapel 

Location | Leeds Road – Windhill – Shipley 

Contemporary Notes | Bradford Observer 

 

 
 

 

 Measurements from newspaper, amendments can be made as required. 

1. Corner Stone Laid 

“New Primitive Methodist Chapel at Windhill - On Saturday 

next, July 20th, 1867, at Four o’clock in the Afternoon, a 

CORNER STONE of a New Chapel… will be laid.” 

Thursday, 18th July 1867. Bradford Observer. 

4. Pinnacle placed atop Gable end 

“For some time back a beautiful new chapel, 

belonging to the Primitive Methodists, has been 

seen gradually rising on an elevated situation at 

Windhill… on Tuesday the building operations were 

consummated by placing an ornamental stone in 

the shape of a pinnacle at the highest point of the 

gable end.” 

Thursday, 28th May 1868. Bradford Observer. 

2. Laying the Memorial Stone  

 “Laying the Memorial Stone of a New 

Chapel…That gentleman proceeded to lay the 

stone in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 

Ghost… Beneath the stone in a cavity was 

deposited a bottle, hermetically sealed, containing 

the Wesleyan Recorder, the circuit plan, the 

Primitive Methodist connectional statistics, and 

other documents”. 

“from the plans and photographs… Its dimensions 

will be 46 ft. by 66 ft. The building stands in rising 

ground, has a cottage and warming apparatus on 

the ground floor… on the second floor is a school-

room with three class rooms, and above are three 

vestries and the chapel, capable of 

accommodating 600 people .” 

Thursday, 25th July 1867. Bradford Observer. 

5. Chapel nearly Complete 

“A new Primitive Methodist chapel is nearly 

completed… will be costly and elaborate buildings, 

which will be an ornament to the neighbourhood, 

and being erected upon elevated ground, they will 

be seen at a great distance from the north.” 

Thursday, 11th June 1868. Bradford Observer. 

3. Roof is Finished 

“The men engaged in the construction of a new 

Primitive Methodist chapel at Windhill have just put 

on the roof of the chapel. The event was celebrated 

on Saturday by a dinner.” 

Thursday, 21st May 1868. Bradford Observer. 
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