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WE	do	well	to	honour	our	missionaries.	For	our	own	part	
our	heart	has	ever	thrilled	to	missionary	adventure,	and	
from	childhood	we	have	learnt	to	admire	the	missionary	
character.	Our	most	inspiring	reading	has	been	the	
biographies	and	autobiographies	and	journals	of	
missionaries.	These	are	happy	days	for	Primi@ve	
Methodists	when	our	work	on	the	Dark	Con@nent	is	
being	extended,	and	when	the	labourers	are	being	
mul@plied.	Even	though	we	know	that	our	work	is	
compara@vely	small,	almost		insignificant	beside	the	
ac@vi@es	of	other	missionary	socie@es,	s@ll	we	rejoice	in	
the	progress	that	is	being	made	and	the	further	
extensions	contemplated.	Of	the	noble	band	who	are	
serving	on	the	African	field	none	is	more	worthy	of	
honour	than	the	Rev.	John	R.	Fell	and	his	consecrated	
and	self-sacrificing	wife.	We	have	had	the	privilege	of	
hearing	him	speak	of	the	“land	of	sunshine,”	and	of	the	
people	who	“do	things	upside	down,”	and	we	were	much	
impressed	both	with	the	substance	of	his	address	and	the	spirit	which	inspired	it.	

John	R.	Fell	was	born	at	Pontefract	on	January	18th,	1879.	His	parents	were	KnoSngley	people	and	
had	been	associated	with	our	Church	there.	When	the	boy	was	two	years	old	they	removed	to	
Rotherham	and	all	his	early	years	were	spent	in	this	busy	town.	A	large	number	of	our	ministers	have	
begun	their	careers	as	day-school	teachers,	a	fine	qualifica@on	in	every	way	for	the	ministerial	life.	
Scholarship	is	gained,	studious	habits	are	formed,	the	love	of	learning	is	developed,	tact	and	pa@ence	
are	cul@vated,	and	the	power	of	speech	is	matured.	

To	this	day	he	cherishes	the	memories	of	Rotherham	Primi@ve	Methodism.	When	but	a	boy	the	late	
Rev.	Robert	Bryant	was	the	superintendent,	and	he	recalls	with	gra@tude	the	ministries	of	the	late	
Revs.	S.B.	Reynolds	and	Henry	Clark.	The	Rev.	Joseph	Maland	was	one	of	the	ministers	on	the	circuit	
when	he	became	a	local	preacher.	His	giWs	for	the	ministerial	life	were	quickly	perceived,	and	he	was	
encouraged	by	the	sta@on	authori@es	to	prepare	himself	for	this	holy	calling.	It	will	always	be	a	
proud	memory	for	Rotherham	Primi@ve	Methodism	that	they	had	the	honour	of	recommending	the	
future	missionary,	one	of	the	gallant	band	who	are	carrying	the	Gospel	to	one	of	the	darkest	regions	
of	the	Dark	Con@nent.	

Equally	happy,	too,	are	his	recollec@ons	of	Hartley	College.	The	Rev.	George	Parkin,	M.A.,	B.D.,	was	
the	Principal	at	that	@me,	and	he	speaks	in	the	most	apprecia@ve	words	of	Mr.	Parkin’s	fascina@on	
for	Eastern	life	and	literature.	A	grateful	tribute	he	also	pays	to	Dr.	Peake.	Once	more	we	have	proof	
of	the	giW	of	God	to	our	Church	in	the	life	and	teaching	and	influence	of	the	beloved	professor.	Our	
friend	confesses	that	he	was	led	into	a	larger	life,	with	broader	visions,	and	nobler	aims	as	he	sat	at	
the	feet	of	his	tutor.	His	love	for	the	Scriptures	was	deepened,	his	insight	into	them	was	quickened,	
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and	something	of	Dr.	Peake’s	world-wide	view	became	his	
possession.	

We	are	glad	also,	but	not	surprised,	that	he	bears	
tes@mony	to	the	domina@ng	influence	of	the	late	Rev.	
Daniel	Neilson,	M.A.,	B.D.	Mr.	Neilson	made	a	deep	
impression	on	all	his	students.	He	was	a	rare	teacher,	and	
most	of	all	he	fired	the	men	with	a	passion	for	work.	A	
ceaseless	toiler	himself,	he	infused	the	same	spirit	into	
them.	The	scholas@c	equipment	of	the	college	was	a	
glorious	prepara@on,	and	the	overmastering	influence	of	
these	three	men	was	an	addi@onal	heritage.	

Belfast	was	his	first	appointment,	with	the	Rev.	A.	Jackson	
Smith	as	his	superintendent.	To	Mr.	Smith	he	avows	he	
owes	more	than	he	can	tell,	and	of	his	fellow-proba@oner,	
the	Rev.	G.	B.	Richardson,	he	speaks	in	the	highest	terms.	
We	can	well	imagine	the	comradeship	there	would	be	
among	the	three.	Two	frui]ul	years	were	spent	in	the	Ulster	
capital,	and	though	the	work	seemed	despairing,	there	were	dis@nct	successes	achieved.	For	a	year	
and	a	half	he	laboured	on	the	Abergavenny	Sta@on.	

Before	this	he	had	heard	the	missionary	call,	and	had	twice	offered	himself	for	African	service.	It	was	
under	the	secretaryship	of	the	Rev.	James	Picke`	that	he	was	finally	chosen.	For	six	months	he	
a`ended	Livingstone	College,	and	his	experience	there	was	exceedingly	happy	and	profitable.	Dr.	
Basil	Price	was	interested	in	him,	and	forwarded	his	studies	in	prac@cal	ways.	Hospital	and	dental	
prac@ce	he	had	in	abundance,	and	on	several	occasions	he	was	put	in	charge	of	Bethnal	Green	
Mission	Dispensary	when	the	regular	dispenser	was	ill.	

His	marriage	took	place	just	three	weeks	before	sailing	for	Africa.	His	bride,	Miss	E.	Bird,	of	
Rotherham,	in	earlier	years	had	belonged	to	the	Anglican	communion,	but	for	some	years	had	been	
associated	with	our	Wellgate	Church	in	her	na@ve	town.	She	has	proved	to	be	a	perfect	companion	
and	helpmeet,	and	one	with	her	husband	in	the	dreams	of	his	life.	

It	was	on	April	15th,	1907,	that	they	voyaged	to	Africa	on	the	R.M.S.	Kildonan	Castle.	A	month	later	
found	them	in	Sijoba,	to	find,	as	he	himself	pathe@cally	puts	it,	“a	great	need,	a	great	opportunity,	
and	a	great	heart-ache.’	The	Church	is	familiar	with	the	faithfulness	of	his	services	there.	Again	and	
again	we	have	heard	his	colleagues	on	the	field	acknowledge	the	brotherliness	of	his	spirit	and	the	
value	of	the	manifold	services	which	he	rendered.	AWer	more	than	four	years	he	came	to	England	on	
furlough,	in	October,	1911,	being	preceded	by	some	months	by	Mrs.	Fell	on	account	of	sickness.	
AWer	nine	months	in	the	Homeland	they	returned	for	their	second	term.	Now	they	are	with	us	for	a	
few	months.	On	their	return	they	go	to	Kafue	to	establish	our	new	training	centre	for	the	Zambesian	
field.	

Our	friends	have	known	sorrow;	it	is	just	five	years	this	month	since	they	lost	their	li`le	son.	There	
are	heart-@es	to	Africa,	as	many	of	our	missionaries	feel.	
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The	need	of	Africa	is	the	training	of	na@ve	preachers	and	teachers.	The	Gospel	must	be	preached	by	
Africans	if	Africans	are	to	be	won	for	Christ.	The	whole	Church	has	caught	the	inspira@on	of	this	
magnificent	project.	Generous	friends	have	given	the	site,	the	choirs	of	Primi@ve	Methodism	have	
done	much	to	further	the	enterprise,	and	we	are	fully	assured	that	our	Church	will	seize	this	most	
glorious.	opportunity	for	the	spreading	of	the	Gospel	in	the	Zambesian	field.	

We	are	indeed	most	fortunate	in	having	such	a	leader	for	this	cause,	and	our	prayers	will	surround	
Mr.	and	Mrs.	Fell	in	the	assurance	that	their	third	term	will	be	the	richest	and	most	even]ul.	

We	know	the	boon	the	Oron	Ins@tute	has	been	in	Nigeria.	We	an@cipate	a	similar	success	at	Kafue.	
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