
Bourne Primitive Methodist chapel through Gordon Parkin’s 
daily diaries 

 
Roger Drew recreates a picture of life at Bourne Primitive Methodist chapel in Kirkby in Ashfield 
through the diaries that his grandfather kept every day from 1914 until his death in 1975. 
 
My grandparents, Charles Gordon Parkin (known 
as Gordon) and Ethel May Cecilia Cirket were 
married at Bourne Primitive Methodist Chapel in 
East Kirkby (now part of Kirkby in Ashfield) in 
March 1930. Gordon had been born in Kirkby in 
1897 and was the youngest of six children. He was 
a boot manufacturer and had a workshop and 
sales shop on Station Street in Kirkby. Ethel had 
been born in May 1901 in Mansfield, the fourth of 
five children. They were both actively involved in 
the chapel, particularly Ethel, who was involved 
with the primary department of the Sunday 
School from 1917.  

 
Gordon kept a daily diary from 1914 to 1975, when he died, and 
much of the information about their chapel life comes from these 
diaries. In addition, I found useful information in a book(let) of 
reminiscences by Edith Searson (nee Blow), entitled I Remember. 
Edith Blow moved with her family to Kirkby in 1917, aged 14, and 
she became an active part of Bourne chapel. She was a Sunday 
School teacher by the time she was 16 and she was also a member 
of the choir. 
 

One of the highlights of the chapel year was the 
Sunday School Anniversary which Gordon 
referred to as “sermons”. In fact, there were two 
anniversaries each year. The main anniversary 
was held over two consecutive Sundays in April 
or May with a separate Primary Anniversary held 
in June. These were huge events, involving all 
the Sunday School children on a large platform 
with practices for weeks beforehand. Edith 
Searson noted that the chapel was always full 
and that you had to get there early to get a good 
seat. She also noted that “all girls and probably 
boys too” had new clothes for the occasion. It 
was also the Sunday School’s main fundraising 
event accounting for almost all annual income. 
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Another key annual event was the Whit Walk in 
which the Bourne Sunday School took part with 
other local Sunday Schools. Indeed, there were two 
such processions in Kirkby in Ashfield, one in Old 
Kirkby and another in East Kirkby. Although in later 
years these were both held on Whit Monday, one in 
the morning and one in the afternoon, Gordon 
noted that in 1919 the East Kirkby walk was held on 
the Tuesday after Whit. Edith Searson noted that 
the procession was long with as many as four or five 
bands at intervals. She  also noted that the young 
children often had new sandals which were too big 
for them as they were bought with room to grow! 

 
The chapel had a host of other special events and services including Harvest Festival, Temperance 
Sunday, mission and missionary services, Christmas services and watchnight services on New Year’s 
Eve. Different parts of the chapel also put on special services which often spilled across a whole 
weekend. Gordon referred to these as “efforts”, so “choir effort”, “married ladies’ effort” etc. As 
with the Sunday School Anniversary, these events not only occupied people when they happened 
but required intensive periods of practice often for many weeks in advance.  
 
Bourne Chapel also welcomed a large 

number of visiting speakers. One of 

Gordon and Edith Searson’s favourites 

appears to have been the elocutionist 

Harrison Slater1 who came to the chapel 

multiple times over this period and 

subsequently. Other speakers Gordon 

noted included Rev John Bradbury2, Rev 

Pickett3, Rev Allen Lea4, Mr Finn, Mr 

Holmes, G Cresswell and Mr Holes. He also 

noted, in July 1930, that Ethel’s uncle 

Sam(uel) Cirket had been the speaker. In 

October 1930, Tolefree Parr5 was due to 

speak at Bourne chapel. Edith Searson tells 

the story in detail, “the Rev J Tolefree Parr, 

an ex-President of the conference, was 

making his second visit to Bourne. Coming 

from London on the train he took ill and 

died at Leicester. I particularly remember 

                                                             
1 

See https://www.escholar.manchester.ac.uk/api/datastream?publicationPid=uk-ac-man-scw:15m2534&datastreamId=FULL-TEXT.PDF  
2 

See https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/content/people-2/primitive_methodist_ministers/b/john_bradbury 
3
 Who gave a lecture the next day on Jean Wycliffe 

4
 In August 1932, grandad went to hear Rev Allen Lea from South Africa preach. Rev Allen Lea was at one time General Secretary of the 

South African Methodist Church and he was critical of independent movements within African churches as he considered they were 
“wounding the very people who have done most to help them – the missionaries”. See 
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=WeycAwAAQBAJ&pg=PA34&lpg=PA34&dq=the+native+separatist+church+movement+in+south+afri
ca+allen+lea&source=bl&ots=JLAq_6DdUj&sig=ACfU3U3FTzcRvoX83R3Jy2mwNDDiyewXUQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjpkuzvn9jpAhUyt
3EKHX06ClQQ6AEwBHoECAkQAQ#v=onepage&q=the%20native%20separatist%20church%20movement%20in%20south%20africa%20alle
n%20lea&f=false 
5
 See https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/content/people-2/primitive_methodist_ministers/p/james_tolefree_parr  
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this incident because Ben [Edith’s husband] was the steward at Bourne, and understandably he was 

very upset. He set about trying to get a ‘supply’ (it was Saturday) which he succeeded in doing”. 

Gordon simply noted, “Tolfrey Parr who was coming to Prims for Sunday died on the way”. 

Gordon and Ethel attended chapel when on holiday and, in 1928, visited the Primitive Methodist 
Chapel in St Anne’s6. They also heard a number of renowned speakers including Gipsy Smith7 in June 
1925, Dr Meyer8  at Mansfield Baptist Church in November 1925 and Dinsdale Young9 “on the 
wireless” in January 1928. Edith Searson noted walking to hear Gipsy Smith at an open-air meeting 
and this may have been the same occasion as the one noted by Gordon.  

 
Ethel was also actively involved in the Primitive Methodist Young People’s Society of Christian 
Endeavour10. Indeed, according to a newspaper article, at the time they got married, Ethel had been 
Christian Endeavour Secretary for ten years and was, at that time, its Vice-President. 
As was common among Methodists, Gordon appeared to particularly relish special musical events 
held at the chapel, such as the visit of a choir, performance of a cantata or an organ recital. In 1919, 
he won a book prize for some hymns he had written and sent to the Christian Herald. His love of 
music also took him to other churches and chapels. In October 1923, he specifically went to the 
opening of the organ at Kirkby Wesleyan chapel and he went to performances of “the Messiah” and 
“Elijah” in different places.  
 
Roger Drew 
March 2021. 
 

                                                             
6 

See https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/content/chapels/lancashire/s-lancashire/st_annes_on_the_sea_lancashire 
7 

See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodney_%22Gipsy%22_Smith 
8 

See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F._B._Meyer 
9 

See http://www.keithshistories.com/moody-stuart-a-man-of-prayer/biographies-of-19th20th-church-leaders-3256.php 
10 

See https://www.ce-online.org/ 

  

Christian Endeavour Syllabus for Jan to Jun 1930. Ethel (Miss Cirket) was the leader on 1 Jan and the speaker on 4 Jun. 

It appears that Edith Searson was one of the speakers on 12 Feb and the leader on 12 Mar. At this time also, her 

husband Ben Searson was the Secretary and Rev Rogers was the Minister. 


