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Bath Circuit, Chapel Opening. — In this city of fashion and pleasure we have 
a strong religious feeling, and a population as refined, and as attentive to 
Christian ordinances, as that of any town or city in England. In religious life the 
prevailing spirit of the place is that of a respectable evangelical Christianity. 
Places of worship belonging to the Established Church, all well attended and 
supplied with an able, earnest ministry, number no fewer than twenty-five, 
providing accommodation, on an average, for 750 persons each, or a total of 
nearly 19,000. Wesleyans, Independents, and Baptists, have each their spacious 
chapels, while the minor sects are well represented.  

And yet Bath is but one of the smaller cities of England, with a population of 
52,000 inhabitants and visitors. To gather a large and influential congregation in 
this city is no small task. The competition is immense, and chapel-goers find 
ample attraction on every side. And yet, alas, in this city of such large religious 
and philanthropic appliances there are thousands who neglect Divine worship.  

For nearly forty years Primitive Methodism has had a growing interest in Bath, 
and it has been made a blessing to very many. Nevertheless, in a city of temples 
and palaces, our place of worship has till recently been uncommanding and 
inappropriate. Influenced by many considerations, not the least of which was the 
fact that our former chapel had become highly dangerous, our friends have long 
desired a new chapel. Within the last few years, efforts have been made to 
secure this object.  

The memorial stone of a new building was laid on the 30th April, 1866, and 
reported in the September magazine. The new house of prayer is now completed 
and opened. The first sermons were preached by the Rev. J. Stoughton, of 
Kensington chapel, London, on the 24th of November last. On the following 
Sunday, November 25th, three local ministers occupied the pulpit : the Rev. 
James Bromley, in the morning ; the Rev. T. Brooks, superintendent of the Bath 
Wesleyan circuit. in the afternoon, and the Rev. C. Chapman, M.A., of Percy 
Independent chapel, in the evening. The following Sunday, December 2nd, the 
Rev. J. Pritchard warmed our hearts by two eloquent and powerful discourses.  

On Monday, December 3rd, the Rev. S. Antliff arrived by train just soon enough 
to ascend the pulpit and deliver a sound practical and powerful sermon. The 
weather was unpropitious for, " the clouds dropped down rain" all the afternoon; 
nevertheless, the noble Guildhall of our beautiful city presented an admirable 
sight, and was crowded by a large and respectable company to tea. A public 
meeting followed in the new chapel, which, notwithstanding torrents of rain, was 
well filled. Alderman W. Hunt took the chair, and able and stirring addresses 
were delivered by the chairman, Revs. T. Hobson, J. Pritchard, S. Antliff, and 
others. Our opening services were concluded on Sunday, December 9th, by 
sermons from our old and esteemed friend the Rev. T. Hobson.  

As to the chapel, I have neither the ability nor the taste to describe it 
architecturally, suffice it to say that it is a lasting credit to the architect, J. T. 
Irvine, Esq. It is a commodious, respectable chapel ; it is a model of neatness 
and simplicity ; its measurement is 49 feet 6 inches, by 46 feet ; it provides 



accommodation for 400 persons on the ground-floor, and 300 in the galleries ; it 
has a bold and commanding front age in one of our principal thorough fares ; 
there is a school-room on the basement floor of the same measurement as the 
chapel ; there are two good vestries, and the whole building is well drained, 
lighted, and ventilated. The chapel and school-room are warmed by hot air (Had 
en's patent apparatus being employed for that purpose). We have a large boiler 
holding sixty gallons, for use at tea meetings, and attached to both chapel and 
school-room we have all necessary offices in convenient order ; the sanitary 
arrangements of the building are perfect.  

The bill of costs is high, and with purchase of property for site (including two 
houses and shops let on rental) and remainder of debt on old chapel £2,800. The 
proceeds of the opening services are £150. We have secured the one-third 
required by connexional rule and hope to exceed that proportion by our first 
anniversary. We have had immense difficulties, but the good Providence of God 
has brought us safely so far on our way.  

In so large an undertaking we have had many kind friends. We cannot name 
them all here ; but "God is not unrighteous to forget their work and labour of 
love which they have shewed towards his name." Some who have helped us are 
gone. The late Richard Osmond, Esq., one of the most devoted laymen Primitive 
Methodism has ever numbered, just before his lamented but rapturous decease 
nobly subscribed £100. A more genuine and large hearted philanthropist than 
the late Thos . Thompson, Esq., of Prior park, England, has rarely been known. 
This dear old gentleman thought upon us as he was quietly stepping down to the 
grave, and sent us £25. Chas. Jupe, Esq., of Mere, contributed £20. Our city 
Members of Parliament have not forgotten us, W. Tite, Esq. , M. P. , having 
contributed £25, and Lieut. - Col. J. M. Hogg, M.P., £10 10s. J. Humphries, Esq., 
of Wootton Bassett, has kindly subscribed £20.  

It ought to be mentioned that one of the trustees, whose name in deference to 
his own feelings is withheld, has given in donations £120, besides supporting all 
the services and tea meetings munificently. His kindness, and that of his 
excellent consort, have been unbounded. The widow of our departed friend, R. 
Osmond, Esq., with other members of that excellent family, including M. 
Osmond, Esq., of Newbury, has continued to subscribe liberally to the chapel 
funds. Our respected treasurer and his several co-officers deserve honourable 
mention.  

Mrs. Osmond has presented the trustees with a splendid communion service in 
commemoration of her late revered husband. Mrs. Humphries has given the 
pulpit cushions, &c. How much we have to feel thankful for ! Our mercies are 
unbounded, and now the Lord is increasing our numbers daily, and there is a 
general desire for a gracious outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Will the many readers 
of this excellent magazine unite with us in prayer, that ourselves and the whole 
connexion may enjoy such a general impetus of spiritual power as will multiply 
our conversions by thousands  

J W. Mottram. 
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