Transcrip on of news items published in the Primi ve Methodist Magazine
Cu ng the First Sod.

A new departure has been made in connec on with the new church at Motherwell. Not content with
a Memorial Stonelaying, the Church arranged for a ceremony in connec on with the cu ng of the
rst sod for the digging out of the founda ons. Only an enterprising church would have thought of
such a thing; but then this new building has been so long and carefully prepared for that it is natural
that nothing calculated to increase interest and provide addi onal funds should be overlooked.
The writer has a vivid remembrance of the Church as he found it ve and twenty years ago, with its
funds and its a airs in confusion. There was no thought of a new building in those days. The need for
it had not yet revealed itself; it was a ques on of ge ng the exis ng building decently lled. The
years that have followed have witnessed steady progress. Nearly all the old standards have passed
away, but the new genera on possess not a li le of the fervour and loyalty of the men who made
the Church more than half a century ago.
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Motherwell - Cu ng the rst Sod and Stonelaying

Some of the names that gure in this rst ceremony in
connec on with the new building remind one of some of the
greatest moral victories of the past, and of triumphs of grace
not less wonderful than those recorded in “Broken
Earthenware.”
The new building will be a handsome structure erected on one
of the very nest sites in the town. Master Willie Tonks is to be
seen cu ng the rst sod in our illustra on, and round him are
grouped many who have done yeoman service for Sco sh
Primi ve Methodism. May the glory of the la er house exceed
that of the former, and ever maintain that tradi on for a
blended reverence and fervour for which the present Church
has been so remarkable.
Motherwell Stone Laying.
Last month we called a en on to the cu ng of the rst sod at
Motherwell as a somewhat novel departure in connec on
with our new churches. Since that note was wri en. the
memorial stones have been laid, amid unusual scenes of
enthusiasm. Sco sh Primi ve Methodism has been
transformed during the last ve-and-twenty years. It has
steadily increased in membership and has not reported a
decrease for many years. Many new churches have been
acquired, new causes opened, and ourishing socie es
established.
Motherwell has shared in this prosperity. It has opened one
new cause and built a chapel, and is now
carrying two married ministers, where formerly it sustained
one with some di culty. But it has needed in the town itself a
larger and be er workshop. In the days when sites could have
been got cheaply a en on was concentrated on maintaining
an existence. La erly a empts to secure a new site were beset with di culty. Without a penny in
hand, large sums were o ered for suitable sites, but in vain. The best site of all, the one now
acquired, was in the hands of trustees, and not in the market. It became evident to the writer that
the only thing that could be done was to raise money for a new site, so that when one was available
the money to purchase would be in hand. This was done and the money deposited in the Chapel Aid,
so that when at length the splendid site on the Hamilton Road came into the market, from various
sources the amount required, £900, was available for the purchase.
This work was accomplished by Rev. Jacob Walton, who further put ma ers in train for the new
building by obtaining plans. Then his successor, Rev. J.W. Chappell, set to work to organise a great
bazaar, and only four or ve months ago raised some £800. It was a bold thing to lay the memorial
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stones so early a er so exhaus ng an e ort, but the church has
risen splendidly to the occasion and achieved a remarkable
success.
The func on was one of the most brilliant we have ever
witnessed, and the £1,000 raised scores a record in Sco sh
Primi ve Methodism. Too o en in these ma ers the men who
have pa ently lled the soil and prepared for the sowing are
forgo en. “Herein is the saying true, One soweth and another
reapeth.” At Motherwell, on this memorable occasion, sower
and reaper rejoiced together. The new building, of which an
illustra on is given, will be a noble structure, built of the
beau ful Auchenheath stone. The church only is to be erected
at present at a cost of some £4,000, the comple on of the
schools being deferred. The site is a corner one, and the schools
will face Avon Street. To have raised over £1,800 in less than six months is a notable achievement for
a working class church. Mr. Thomas Robinson, who through long years has done so much for Sco sh
Primi ve Methodism, has nobly helped, as has also Sir William Hartley.
__________________________________________________________________________________
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