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To the memory of my dear friend, the 

late Mr Jacob North, I respectfully 

dedicate this pamphlet. CRS 

 

Price. 0ne penny 

 

A memoir of The Late Mr. Jacob North. 

 

 

Mr. North was born at Lowden, near 

Chippenham, in the year 1824. He was a 

self-educated man, the whole of his 

education being received in a few 

nights at a night school. He commenced 

work at eight years of age for which he 

received 1/6 per week. 

 

When a young man, about 60 years ago, 

he stood listening to Hugh Bourne, the 



founder of our Connexion in Lowden, 

preaching to the children. What effect 

that had upon him is not known, but 

some years after he heard the late Mr. 

John Smith preaching the Gospel in the 

streets of Lowden, and the friends with 

him singing the grand old Methodist 

hymns. In his own words the message 

came through the windows of his heart 

and never broke the glass. Whilst the 

service was progressing the rain came 

on, and our late brother invited the 

preacher and his friends into his house 

to finish the service. They went in and 

announced that the service would be 

held there in the evening, and that was 

the commencement of the Lowden Church 

and school which has done, and is 

destined to do so much good in the 

future. 

 

In the year 1852 Mr. North joined the 

Chippenham Church, and in a short time 

a piece of land was obtained for the 

building of a chapel at Lowden, and the 

old chapel was erected, being opened on 

Sunday August 26th 1855. On the Sunday 

following a Sunday School was started 

with 29 scholars with our late brother 

as superintendent, and from that time 

the work grew. A Church was formed, he 

became Society Steward, class leader, 

treasurer, and in fact everything 

connected with the church for some 

time, was done by him and his good 

wife.  
 

      

Very soon he was sent into the 

villages, and his name appeared on the 

Circuit plan, and without any training 

or examination he became a lay 

preacher, which office he filled with 

credit to himself and his church for 

nearly 50 years. Possessing a strong 

and robust constitution, Mr. North was 

able to do a great deal of hard work 

for God and the Church, and it was no 

unusual thing for him to take the 

Sunday School in the morning, and walk 

six, eight, ten, or even twelve miles, 

take two services, and walk back again, 

reaching home about midnight. This took 



place Sunday after Sunday, without fee 

or reward, so far as money was 

concerned, but he has his pension now 

in the commendation of the Master, and 

his reward of eternal bliss. 

 

Though not a cultured preacher, he was 

a most acceptable and useful one, and 

his services were largely sought after, 

especially for revival services and 

camp meetings. It was my pleasure to 

accompany him to many of such services 

and blessed times we had together, and 

from my diary I note that we have seen 

between 80 to 100 souls led to the 

Saviour in these meetings. But great as 

was his work as a preacher, greater was 

his work amongst the young. How many 

hundreds passed through the Sunday 

School during the 50 years of his 

superintendency we cannot tell, and 

neither can we estimate how many were 

led to the Saviour through his advice 

counsel and prayers. It is certain, 

however, that very many have to thank 

God today that they were ever led to 

God in the Lowden Primitive Methodist 

Sunday School. 

 

Mr. North, after being a Christian was 

a Primitive Methodist. His health, his 

strength, his wealth, his life was 

spent for his Church. For many years he 

gave the provisions for the tea that 

was held on Good Fridays for the 

benefit of the Chapel Fund. For many 

years he paid the whole of the expenses 

of the Sunday School, and in many ways 

contributed to the success, financially 

and otherwise of the Church and 

Circuit. Whilst he was in business I 

always found him willing to help me as 

Circuit Steward, in the various funds 

of the Circuit.      

In his preaching he was a workman that 

needeth not be ashamed. He made careful 

preparation for his work – was most 

original and very earnest – his prayers 

were noted for there simplicity and 

faith – he talked to God as his Father 

– always personal - my Father, and thus 

he received present and personal 



blessings. Many will remember his 

sayings, such as “I will talk to Father 

about it,” “I will show you the short 

way to glory,” “Only believe and you 

shall be saved now, not tomorrow, but 

now.” “Christ never promises you 

salvation tomorrow – tomorrow may never 

come – but now,” and thus our brother 

would put the Gospel before the people 

in his own way, never failing to make 

it interesting and instructive. There 

are some names in the Chippenham 

Circuit, which live today and are like 

ointment poured forth among them, and 

not the least is and will be that of 

Brother Jacob North. 

 

 He died on August 5
th
 1907, was 

interred in the New Cemetery, on August 

9
th
. The funeral was attended by a large 

number of officials of the Circuit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Short History of Lowden Primitive 

Methodist Sunday School and Church. 

 

Through the kindness of my friend, Mr. 

George Wheeler (who has kindly lent me 

a copy of the Magazine), I am able to 

give the following report of the 

opening of the first Primitive 



Methodist Chapel at Lowden. The report 

was written by the Rev. John Richards 

(who was a minister of this Circuit at 

the time) and appeared in the Primitive 

Methodist Monthly Magazine, of October 

1855. 

 

                                

“Lowden, Chippenham Circuit – On Sunday 

August 26
th
 1855, we opened our new 

chapel in this hamlet with a profitable 

prayer meeting, at the close of which a 

number of friends sang in procession 

from the chapel to Ivy-park, kindly 

lent for the occasion, where a tent 

capable of holding 600 persons, was 

erected and well supplied with forms, 

in order that the services connected 

with the opening might be performed 

therein. Two sermons were preached, 

that in the afternoon at half past two 

by the Rev. E Bailiffe, and in the 

evening at six, by the Rev. H. Pope. 

The weather being propitious the 

novelty of preaching in a tent drew 

together a large congregation, who were 

evidently delighted and profited while 

listening to the word of truth. On 

Tuesday, the 28
th
, a Tea Meeting was 

held in the said tent, when about 300 

persons were amply supplied with good 

things of God’s providence, got up in a 

style highly pleasing and satisfactory 

to the party, and creditable to the 

friends who managed the affair, and who 

gave nearly all the provisions. The 

cost of the erection is about £120, 

towards which sum upwards of £60 has 

been raised by subscriptions, tea 

meetings and open collections. The 

trustees tender their thanks to Mr J.B. 

Bowding, for the gift of the land and 

to Mr Rixon, for the 5000 bricks, and 

to the friends generally who have aided 

so nobly in the good work of providing 

a house of prayer for the increasing 

population of Lowden.”  

 

On the Sunday following the opening of 

the chapel, Mr John Smith, of 

Chippenham, then Circuit Steward 

(father of the present Mr John Smith) 



came to Lowden at 9.30 in the morning 

and with Bro. Jacob North, opened the 

door to admit any children who went to 

no Sunday School – on that morning 29 

children came, and this was 

commencement of what has since proved 

to be a flourishing Sunday School. 

 

The second Sunday they came again, and 

on the third Sunday Mr John Smith was 

the preacher for the day, and in the 

school Mr Jacob North was appointed 

superintendent. 

 

The forth Sunday the number of scholars 

had increased to 35, and for some time 

this number remained stationary. 

 

There was only one scholar in the 

school who could start a tune, and she 

only knew one, a common metre, called 

Devizes, and for seven months they sang 

the same tune every Sunday to different 

common metre hymns. 

 

In 1869, 65 scholars and 8 teachers 

were recorded, and the chapel would 

then only hold 60 adults or 80 

children, so at the Anniversary Meeting 

on Good Friday, 1869, Mr. North (who 

for many years gave the provisions for 

the tea, and for eight years cleaned 

the chapel free of cost,) suggested 

that the chapel should be enlarged for 

the use of the school, and in the 

meeting £20 was promised to be paid by 

the next Anniversary, every penny of 

which was paid except 10 shillings, 

which was promised by a poor member who 

went home to Heaven before the next 

anniversary. 

 

Mention should be made of the late Mr 

Rixon, a Congregationalist, who was 

indeed a good friend to us, he not only 

gave the land for the extension but 

also gave 1000 bricks and £5 in cash, 

he also promised the last £5 of the 

debt, and before he died sent for Bro. 

North telling him that he may be dead 



before the debt was paid and so he 

wished to give it then. 

 

The highest number of scholars in the 

old building during the time Bro. North 

was superintendent was 110 and 14 

teachers. Among others who did good 

work as teachers and officials were the 

late Mr and Mrs John Hayes, Mr and Mrs 

Wheeler, Mrs Nahor Billett, Mr R Davis, 

and Miss Bishop (now Mrs Davis), the 

last being the first scholar who was 

converted, and who has been a member 

with us for 45 years. 

 

For three years the school was a branch 

of Chippenham Sunday School, and they 

used to have their tea and treat on 

Whit-Tuesday, with the Chippenham 

scholars. 

 

One evening at the teachers’ meeting, 

Mr J Smith (the chairman) announced 

that Lowden Sunday School was £2 11s in 

debt to Chippenham, he asked how they 

could pay it? Mt North suggested that 

they should forgive them, but the 

chairman shook his head – however one 

of the teachers suggested that this be 

done and that Lowden be a separate 

school; this was carried and on the 

following Sunday they commenced as a 

distinct Sunday School with no funds. 

In order to raise the funds the 

Superintendent offered that for every 

3d. which his five teachers would give, 

he would give 1s, and by the 

anniversary they had £ 5s in hand. The 

preacher for the first anniversary of 

the school was the late Mr Badminton 

(of Malmesbury), and the collection on 

that day brought in 11/6. The highest 

collection on the anniversary Sunday in 

the old building was £5 10 s, when the 

writer was the preacher. 

 

Up to this time for 20 years, the 

singing had been led by Bro.R Davis, 

without any instrument. One Sunday he 

suggested that he should have 

permission to collect for a harmonium, 

it was granted and in a few Sundays he 



brought in £14 and with it the first 

instrument was purchased. 

 

All this time a good work had been done 

among the scholars. During Bro. North’s 

superintendency over 61 scholars were 

converted, and some were very 

remarkable conversions indeed. 

 

A little fellow named Charlie died when 

a boy in the school – died whilst the 

school was being held one Sunday 

morning, his Bible was turned down at 

the 23
rd
 Psalm and underneath the 

passage “The Lord is my Shepherd” was 

written “The Lord is Charlie’s 

Shepherd”; his last words to his 

Superintendent were “I am going to 

heaven and I will welcome you when you 

come.” 

 

Another scholar, Ruth Hayes, who was in 

the class of Mrs Wheeler (now of 

Chippenham), was led to Christ in the 

school, and died a most beautiful 

death. 

 

I think I shall never forget the 

memorial service that was held the 

Sunday afternoon following her death, 

when the late Rev. G Morgan improved 

her death, the building was crowded and 

the influence of that service lives 

today. 

 

I remember some years ago visiting one 

of the Lowden Sunday school boys who 

had come home to die, I had the joy of 

seeing him brought to Christ just 

before he died, he asked to be raised 

in bed and asked for pencil and paper, 

as he wanted to write to his brother in 

Manchester, to tell him the good news. 

He wrote in his own way words something 

like this –  

          “Dear Jack, 

                            I want to 

tell you that I have found Christ and I 

am going to Heaven to meet with Father 

and Ruth, oh, what a happy meeting that 

will be. Goodbye, God bless you.” 

 



These are only a few of many – very 

many who were led to the Saviour in the 

old building in the Sunday school. 

 

In the year 1892 Bro. North left Lowden 

for a short time, and consequently 

another superintendent had to found. 

Bro. Julian Hillman for some time 

fulfilled that post until his death, 

which took place suddenly after 

preaching at Kington Langley, from the 

words "I “hall be satisfied when I 

awake in Thy likeness.” After him Bro. 

Garrett fulfilled the office for a 

short time. Then came Bro. Richard 

Holley, who held it for many years, and 

was much blessed, and his 

straightforward godly life and 

beautiful death told for good. 

 

At this time the school was passing 

through deep waters, in 12 months it 

lost two superintendents, Bros. Garrett 

and Holley, and we mourn their loss 

today. 

 

In the year 1901 our present 

superintendent, Bro. Brewer was elected 

and has held that office up to the 

present and we trust will continue to 

hold it for many years. 

 

Our school has had its sorrow as well 

as its joy, since our Bro. Brewer has 

held office eight scholars have been 

taken to Heaven in one year, dying 

beautiful deaths. 

 

Many of the scholars have been led to 

the Saviour, and amidst it all we can 

say “The Lord ahs done great things 

whereof we are glad.” 

 

The school today numbers 160 scholars, 

Christian Endeavour Society (junior and 

senior), Band of Hope, Bible Reading 

Union, with other departments, and for 

this work we ask your help, we plead 

for your prayers. 

 

We cannot close our short history 

without making mention of the good work 



which our friend Mrs. Daniels, with 

many others have rendered and are 

rendering to the School. Good and noble 

work has been done by the workers in 

the past, and we are glad to say that 

this work is being continued by our 

present staff, and as they copy the 

example of the past veterans in their 

faithfulness, in their devoted 

attention and earnest labours, so shall 

they see the same success, the boys and 

girls devoting their young lives to the 

Masters’ service and thus making the 

world brighter and purer because of 

their lives and helping to swell the 

number who have washed their robes and 

made them white in the Blood of the 

Lamb. 

      During Bro. North’s 

superintendency it is estimated that 

something like 500 have passed through 

the School; many of them now holding 

responsible positions in Bath, Bristol 

and Swindon, &c, whilst many have left 

the old homeland and gone abroad. The 

anniversary hymns one year were sent 

from America by one of the old 

scholars. 

 

Over 100 bibles have been given by Bro. 

North to scholars who have left the 

school to go into situations, and thus 

the good work done in the school was 

perpetuated. 

 

At the Jubilee of the Sunday School 

there were present three generations 

who had been workers, taught and 

trained and led to the Saviour through 

the work of the Sunday school. And thus 

the good work grows and will never 

cease until the great day when God 

shall number up his jewels, and among 

them will be found many, very many as 

stars in the crown of our Bro. North 

and his devoted workers during the 50 

years of the Lowden Primitive Methodist 

Sunday School.  

 

 



   


