
Ventilation of chapels 
The report on the opening of Traffic Street Primitive Methodist chapel in Derby, in the Primitive 
Methodist magazine of 1844 page 149 included  a strong statement on the need for chapels to be 
ventilated.  Thomas Morgan wrote:  

Permit me to make a few remarks on the ventilation of the chapel.  In addition to three good 
ventilators fixed in the ceiling, an aperture in the culvert form, eighteen inches in diameter, is built in 
the back gable, about five feet above the ceiling directly over the pulpit.  On the wall , inside this 
aperture there is, in a wooden frame, a slide door, which can be opened or shut by the adjustment 
of a neatly looped cord which is of easy access to a person in the pulpit. 

Hence, when the preacher perceives, by the gaslights or the people, that a little fresh air is 
necessary, he has merely to turn his hand and, pulling the cord, to hang the first or second loop on a 
hook fixed in the wall to receive it.  By this apparatus, fresh air can be admitted through the whole of 
the aperture or a part of it at the preacher’s option.  And the cold air, having to descend through the 
ceiling is suitably tempered by the hot air before it comes in contact with the people. 

On this plan, the foul air in the chapel is gradually improved and the people are sensibly refreshed 
without the least inconvenience. 

Of course the windows also will open, but far enough above the people’s heads, when the heat of 
the summer renders more air necessary than the aperture will admit. The health of many a preacher 
has been affected by the foul air in badly ventilated chapels and in some cases no doubt to the LOSS 
OF LIFE! 

It is well known amongst medical men that foul air tends to produce ulceration and abscesses as well 
as other dangerous diseases. And when one recollects that several (I believe many for I myself have 
known several) of our preachers have been killed with abscesses and ulcers, the inference is 
ominous of ill against badly ventilated chapels. 

It is high time for the preachers to take this subject up effectually, not only so as to prevent new 
places being erected on such a construction as to injure health, but to cure those places which have 
long injured it.  Though every person has not time or taste to investigate the properties of air, yet a 
person must be bereft of his senses not to know that when the lights of a crowded room can hardly 
be kept alive, THE HEALTH OF ALL PERSONS PRESENT IS IN DANGER. 

The magazine editor commented: 

Brother Morgan’s plan of ventilating is good; we therefore recommend its adoption in remedying the 
bad ventilation of old chapels, as well as preventing it in new ones. 


