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From the Primitive Methodist magazine , June 1862 pp. 366-367 

Sporle, Swaffham Circuit.  

Dear Editor,  

Sporle is a village containing about one thousand in habitants, and is situated 
two and a half miles north-east of Swaffham, Norfolk. Our people have had a 
cause in the place for more than thirty years, and much good has been effected. 
Our brethren, Robert Ward and Horatio Hall, were converted at this place, and 
subsequently became travelling preachers ; the former was the first of our 
missionaries who entered New Zealand, where he still labours ; the latter 
continued his itinerancy till his health declined, and he is now superannuated. 
Our people have had no settled place of worship, but God has, in his providence, 
enabled them to purchase sufficient land in the centre of the village, and m front 
of the main street, on which they in tend to erect a house for God. On Good 
Friday, April 18th, 1862, services were held on its behalf. At 3 o'clock in the 
afternoon, the Rev. T. Lowe, of Lynn, preached to hundreds of people in the 
open air. The stone was laid at the close of the service by Mr. J. Fuller, of 
Swaffham, and he laid on the stone £5 5s. 0d. About three hundred persons sat 
down to tea in a barn, where we held a public meeting in the evening, ad 
dressed by Messrs. T. Lowe, W. Crown, G. Bell, J. Fuller, and G. Bell, sen. The 
collections and donations at the services, together with the profits of the tea, 
amounted to about £19, for which we thank oar friends. May they enjoy from 
God a rich reward.  

William Crown   

 

From the Primitive Methodist magazine , Sept 1862, pp. 562-563 

Dear Editor, 

It is with pleasure that we inform your readers that we have just completed our 
neat little sanctuary at this place. The building is 39ft. by 27ft. outside 
measurement, and 16ft. from floor to wall-plate, and the roof is covered with 
slate. It has folding doors 6ft. 6in. height, each door 2ft. wide. In front there are 
two circular-headed windows, and a circular-headed fan-light over the doors, 
also two windows on each side. There are two aisles ; the centre floor is boarded 
and fitted up with seats, all of which are let. The chapel will accommodate with 
sittings about 220 persons. We have a platform at the end of the chapel, and the 
total cost of the building, including land and law expenses, is £250, towards 
which we have realized nearly £100. The chapel was opened for religious service 
on Lord’s-day, June 8th, and following day. The Rev. J. Ashworth, of 
Peterborough, preached three sermons on the Sabbath, that in the morning in 
the chapel, those in the afternoon and evening in a meadow, kindly lent for the 
occasion—eight hundred persons were present in the afternoon. The Rev. W. 
Woods, Baptist minister, Swaffham, preached on Monday at 3 o'clock, p.m., and 
a public tea took place at 5, after which a public meeting was held. The chair 
was taken by T. Lindsey, Esq., and addresses were given by Revs. J. Ashworth, 
W. Crown, G. Bell, T. Walker, and Mr. J. Fuller, and £14 were promised towards 
the first anniversary.  



We tender our hearty thanks to Mr. T. Lindsey, for a donation of £10 ; to Mr. J. 
Fuller, for £5 5s. ; to Mr. W. Gummett, for £5 ; to Mr. B. Jarrold, for £2 2s. ; to 
Mr. Cook, for £1 ; to several of our working men, for £1 each ; to several others 
for smaller sums, and to all our friends who have aided us in any way in erecting 
this house for God. May it long echo with his praise. Amen.  

William Crown.  
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