
Primitive Methodism in Wymondham 

   Wymondham was first missioned by the 
Norwich Circuit in the autumn of 1822, but 
the infant society failed to survive beyond 
1824. It was again missioned in 1830 and 
licences for worship were obtained for a 
succession of properties in Wymondham. 

   A chapel was built in Norwich Road in 
1844 costing £120. The builder was Charles 
Aldous of Trafalgar Street, Norwich.																																																							 
                                                                     The first chapel in Norwich Road – 1844 

   The Religious Census recorded 72 people attending the afternoon service and 50 the 
evening service with 43 children in the Sunday school.  

   With numbers rapidly increasing, a new larger chapel was built on the corner of Back Lane 
and Pople Street by one of the members, Israel Traxton, who then rented it to the 
congregation. It was opened on Christmas Day 1856 by the Rev. William Crown. It soon 
became uncomfortably crowded and the congregation began to raise money for a new 
building. A prime site belonging to Wymondham Town Lands Charity became available in 
the town centre and was purchased by the trustees in 1870.  

   The new chapel was designed by the Norwich architect Edward Boardman. It                             
seated 450, the cost was £1248 and it was opened on Wesley Day, 24 May 1871.  A school 
room was added in 1875. 

   Wymondham headed a new circuit from 1872.	 

   A wall tablet to record those from the church who were killed in the First World             War 
records eight names.                                                              

   The Norwich District Meeting held a 
‘Great Missionary Conference’ at the church 
in 1920. The District had played a very 
important part in the initiation of the 
missions. 

   A local mission at the church by the Rev. 
Bert Coulbeck in 1929 proved to be hugely 
successful, attracting hundreds to his 
services. 

   In September 1960 the Wymondham and 
Attleborough Circuits amalgamated. A 
further amalgamation took place on 1968 



when the circuit became the Wymondham,  
Attleborough and Watton Circuit.                                      The chapel of 1871 

   A project to provide day care for elderly and mentally frail people was initiated in 1978. It 
was funded by the church, Norfolk Social Services Department and the Norfolk and Norwich 
Association for Mental Health (MIND). It catered for 24 elderly people. The quinquennial 
inspection in 1984 revealed structural defects in the church hall in which the Day Centre 
clients met and so it was resolved to demolish the building and rebuild. The architect was 
Barry Fuller and the builder Peter Fitches. Donations were sought, the congregation raised 
much of the money whilst a grant was made by the Property Division of the Methodist 
Church. The new Town Green Centre was opened on 9 May 1992 by the broadcaster Pam 
Rhodes. It consisted of several large rooms and ancillary facilities. Another large hall was 
added in 2004, made possible by money from the legacy of a member of the congregation. 

   In 2007 the circuits were again reorganised and Wymondham joined the Norwich Circuit. 

*          *          *          *          * 

Reference – Scenes by the Wayside by Norma Virgoe, 2019 - gives a detailed history of 
Methodism in Wymondham. 

   

    


