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THE new church in Hexham was most urgently needed. Signiﬁcantly
enough the old chapel was situated in “Back Street.” For many years the old
premises met the needs of the society. The years, however, brought swiD
changes. The town grew, the society increased. More room was required for
the acGviGes of the young people. On a Sunday evening the chapel was
crowded in every part, and the heat was almost sGﬂing. The
accommodaGon for the Sunday School was poor in the extreme.
There was but one Gny class-room, and that only secured by a parGGon in
the schoolroom. For years the need of new buildings was realised. The
people of the town were at one in this convicGon.
It was oDen said that the most urgent need in Hexham was a new PrimiGve
Methodist Church. The Rector of the Abbey Church and his people were building the new nave and
adding to the seaGng accommodaGon of the venerable pile. The Wesleyans had built a new Sunday
School and thus completed a splendid suite of church buildings. The Presbyterians had purchased
the old Scotch Church and the land adjoining, and had erected a new school-hall and class-rooms.
The CongregaGonalists have beauGful premises for all their work. The United Methodists in the West
End of the town had bought a commanding site, and, as a ﬁrst instalment of their project, had put up
the school buildings. Only the PrimiGve Methodists were behind the Gmes. This was the convicGon in
the minds, not only of our own people, but of the residents generally.

Now that the new church is a fact and we review the years, we
see how wisely we have been led. It was the height of fortune
that the trustees were able to secure what is admiTed on all
sides to be the best site in the town. It stands at the juncGon of
BaTle Hill and Beaumont Street. BaTle Hill is the chief
thoroughfare of the town. Beaumont Street is a broad and
beauGful avenue, with the Abbey grounds on one side and a
handsome series of buildings on the other. The Rev. Joseph
Tweddle was the superintendent at the Gme, and great credit is
due to him for this important factor. The site cost £1,350. The
greater part of this was raised during Mr. Tweddle’s term in
Hexham. The Rev. John Richardson succeeded him, and
organised a bazaar and other eﬀorts by which the debt on the
land was sGll further reduced.
Much anxious consideraGon was given to the plans for the
buildings. The site was peculiar. There was a gradient from the
BaTle Hill corner, and the ground was sandy. All around were
buildings of uncommon height. It was imperaGve that our
erecGons should be in harmony with those in Beaumont Street
and crown the commanding situaGon. In the end the designs of
Messrs. CackeT & Burns Dick, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, were
chosen. These provided for a school-hall beneath the church.
There were fears, quite natural fears, that the school thus
placed might be unfortunate. The architects advised that the
site necessitated this disposiGon of the erecGons. Now that the
whole scheme has been completed their wisdom is jusGﬁed.
The school-hall is full of light, thoroughly venGlated, and the
whole pile adorns the town.
The school-hall, with wood-block ﬂooring, accommodates three
hundred persons. Two large class-rooms at the BaTle Hill end
form a kind of gallery, when the folding doors are thrown back.
It is impossible to conceive a more beauGful school. The
reversible pitch-pine seats were supplied by Messrs. John
Heywood, of Manchester. The church parlour and the C.E. room,
furnished with chairs, can each accommodate 60 persons. The
kitchen is provided with cupboards, and heaGng and washing
apparatus. There is a minister’s room and two other vestries.
The church itself is a noble structure. Galleried all round, we
have sibng accommodaGon for 600 persons. All the inside
woodwork is of oak, and the pulpit, square and spacious, is of
beauGful workmanship. The light ﬂoods in from three sides. The
lighGng is by incandescent gas, switches being provided. By-andby, the principal organ pipes will ﬁll the space at the rear of the

pulpit, and the organ manual will be on the level of the church
at the side of the pulpit. For the present we make use of a large
harmonium.
Strangers cannot conceive the contrast between the old church
in Back Street and these spacious and aTracGve buildings. Many
hundreds, we are glad to say, are able to appreciate the gain,
and rejoice with us in the great advancement.
To many it seemed a daring, even a risky enterprise. The nature
of the scheme was such that it had to be built as a whole. An
expenditure of £6,000 on the ediﬁce was a great responsibility.
It is impossible to appraise too highly the courage and
generosity of all our people. They have subscribed to the point
of sacriﬁce. Hard-earned savings have been cheerfully given.
From the sale of the old
premises we obtained £1,000. A bazaar, the stone-laying
ceremony and the opening services, all within eighteen
months, raised over £2,500. We were generously aided by the
PrimiGve Methodists of the North and, indeed, in all parts of
the Connexion.
From the opening the enterprise has been jusGﬁed. The
congregaGons have increased. New families, without previous
church connecGon, have come to us. A noGceable feature is the
ingathering of young people. We are visiGng the strangers who
have come to us, and already some have joined our fellowship.
We were able to secure a splendid pulpit supply for many
months. Ministers, who had previously laboured in the circuit,
or who had been sent into the ministry by the circuit, freely
gave their services. Each Sunday there has been a rallying of
friends, old and new. A decided impetus has been given to
every branch of our work. The class meeGngs are increasing in
aTendance. The prayer meeGngs are more numerously
supported. The C.E. has gone up wonderfully. The teachers in
the school have been gladdened with an increase of scholars
and heightened interest in every way. The Band of Hope is a
growing organisaGon, full of schemes and enterprise.
This project has demonstrated the possibiliGes of a
comparaGvely small society. With responsibiliGes to face and
strenuous work to do, men and women, young and old, have
risen to the need. Days and nights have been freely given to
make success. We had a commiTee of seven who aTended to
the erecGon of the buildings. Everything was considered. The
smallest details were carefully weighed. We had a band of

workers, all pracGcal men, who carried through our various’ eﬀorts, saving expense and making
success by their enthusiasm and loyalty. All our women toiled with gladness and zeal. Nothing was a
burden to them. The teas at the stone-laying and the opening services were marvels of arrangement
and bounty, and the bazaar was an unqualiﬁed pleasure.
We are full of schemes for the future. We are appealing to the non-churchgoers in many ways,
seeking to ﬁll the church. There are many whom we hope to win to membership. We must also
reduce the indebtedness as swiDly as possible. Towards this we are all subscribing week by week.
Each secGon of the church has plans on hand with this object in view. We have much to do, but we
are ﬁlled with graGtude for all the good of the past and buoyant with hope for the future.
We are privileged to give photographs of some of our workers. Mr. Robert Steele and Mr. Geo.
Ridley, jr., both young men, are the secretary and treasurer respecGvely of the trust. BeTer oﬃcers a
church never had. Mr. William Henderson is the society steward. For many years he has served in this
capacity, and also as class-leader and teacher. A wise, good man he is. Mr. W.G. Rutherford is the
organist and choir-master and the secretary of the Sunday School. Though sGll young he has given
some years of faithful service to the church. Mr. Charles H. Wilson is the President of the C.E. Society,
a local preacher, and a teacher. He is the tutor for the Scholars’ Scripture ExaminaGon Class and last
year was gladdened when his pupils won the William Glass Shield for the school. We are glad also to
include Mr. John Dixon, one of our veterans, “the Captain of the FighGng FiDh” as he has been
happily called. He revels in the prayer meeGngs, and aﬃrms that the revival is coming. We wish we
could have added others, but the number is limited.
It remains to be said that we have the good wishes and prayers of the townspeople. Some, indeed,
members of other churches, have been extraordinarily kind. Best of all the blessing of God is ours,
and in Him is our boast.
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