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LYDNEY EBENEZER PRIMITIVE METHODIST CHAPEL – Averil Kear, ex archivist and Vice-
president of Forest of Dean Local History Society


A contemporary account written by George Grigg of the opening of the first chapel appears in the 
Primitive Methodist Magazine of March 1852. In 1845 C. Robins visited Lydney and preached in 
the open air to a small group. Edward Howell and his wife Mary offered their house in Newerne for 
religious services and in July 1850 it was noted that there were nine original members. A 
significant camp meeting was held on Sunday 3rd August 1850 leading to the growth of the 
society to 28 members.


The house they were using for meetings was no longer big enough so two cottages adjoining the 
Howell’s cottage were bought for £100 which they immediately converted into ‘a neat little chapel’ 
which was opened at the end of 1850 by Rev.E.Foizey of Bristol. The total cost of purchase and 
alterations amounted to £137 11s 10d towards which they had already raised £47 11s 10d. They 
also had a cottage at the end of the chapel which they let to bring in a rental of £2 per annum.


A description of the location of the chapel was detailed in the deeds of 25th September 1851 a 
follows:-

‘Chapel or meeting house now in the occupation of Edward Howell, bounded by the turnpike road 
leading from Lydney to Newnham, on the east side thereof, by a passage leading to premises 
belonging to John Powell on the south side, by a dwelling house belonging to John Powell on the 
west and by a yard belonging to the Royal Albert Hotel on the north’


There was seating for 100, and if there weren’t enough seats, there was room for 40 to stand. The 
congregation on March 30th 1851 was 60 at the morning service, 100 in the afternoon, and 140 in 
the evening. In the religious census of 1851the name of the place of worship was entered as 
“none”, but it was noted as a separate building used exclusively for religious worship built ‘in the 
year of our Lord 1850’.


By 1859 the chapel was obviously too small to accommodate the growing numbers of people 
who wished to attend services so the Trustees and circuit authorities decided to extend the 
building by purchasing a piece of land 36ft by 4ft adjoining the chapel belonging to George 
Courteen a maltster living in the Royal Albert Hotel next door. Joseph Hibbs a superintendent 
Primitive Methodist Minister agreed to pay George Courteen five shillings for the piece of land 
‘adjoining the Primitive Methodist Chapel for the purpose of enlarging the same, to be the whole 
length of the chapel’. Building work commenced, but unfortunately a dispute arose when Mr 
Courteen refused to let the members build beyond the [chimney] stacks. The Trustees always 
understood that the land between the stacks was their own and they presumed that they were 
paying for the adjacent yard in addition. However, the Trustees concluded that even though the 
agreement had not been completed it would eventually go through so on the strength of that 
conclusion they went on with the building. There is no account of the 5/- being paid to Mr. 
Courteen and the Trustees asserted that none was ever paid. Mr Hibbs the superintendent was 
not aware of the circumstances as he was very busy with a large circuit and only ever managed to 
visit Lydney every other month or so. The letter regarding the dispute ends with a note that ‘the 
Trustees were poor and ignorant of the law’.


The Primitive Methodist Magazine of January 1860 gave a good description of the new chapel 
‘The chapel is 34 feet by 19, and 17 feet from the floor to the ceiling; it is well ventilated, has a 
good boarded floor, eight lettable pews, and other seats, a platform at the upper end, a good roof 
covered with blue slates, four windows, 10 feet by 3, seven ground glass, a neat brick front, and it 
stands in a good situation’. Even though the weather was bad, the opening services on the 9th 
and 16th October 1859 were well attended and the total raised at the laying of the foundation 
stone and opening services came to £62 which went a long way to help defray the building costs.

After just a few years the chapel once again became too small for the increase in congregations 
so it was decided that a new larger chapel was needed. By September 1869 building had begun 
on a site on the road to Primrose Hill (later Springfield Road). Opening services took place 
between the 3rd and the 18th October and it was noted that on Monday 18th’ upwards of 350 
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friends took tea in the Assembly Room and afterwards a public meeting was held in the new 
chapel. The commodious and handsome building was completely filled’. Rev. George Bromley, 
the superintendent minister of the circuit read the financial report in which he mentioned that the 
cost of the building was £700 to meet which there had been collections and a bazaar bringing in 
£130. ‘In addition the working-men members had given 24 days labour in quarrying stone etc. A 
forgeman at the iron-works gave 83 days; 600 tons of stone were given by Rev.W.H. Bathurst of 
Lydney Park on payment of 2d per ton royalty, and it was hoped as the result of the anniversary, 
pew rents, and proceeds of lectures during the ensuing months, to place the chapel in easy 
circumstances’


In 1871 the old chapel was sold and in 1876 the new chapel recorded its minister as Rev. J. 
Mitchell who came from Cornwall. A large gathering occurred in the summer of 1879 when the 
annual procession and camp meeting took place on Primrose Hill where it was said ‘several 
thousand people joined in’. This was followed by services in the chapel where the question of 
temperance was raised, this time urging the importance of the Sunday closing of public houses.

The religious census of 1882 showed that the chapel had accommodation for 350 and 
congregations were good with 130 regularly attending at morning service and 200 in the evening. 
The minister Rev. James Whittock showed how the chapel was dedicated to raising funds to 
provide a cottage hospital when he wrote a letter in 1882 thanking Mrs Bathurst for sending a 
nurse to his seriously ill child. Rev. John Jenkins continued to make the voice of the church heard 
when in 1888 he signed a petition in protest against the policy of the Government towards ‘our 
Irish fellow subjects. ’ 


In 1894 a bazaar was held in the Town Hall to try and reduce the outstanding chapel building debt 
still at £300. Proceeds amounted to just £55.This year also saw another huge temperance 
demonstration with over 4000 people meeting at a field near the Ebenezer chapel and led by local 
bands marching to Bathurst Park where there were speeches, choirs and a grand tug of war. 

Harvest festivals and anniversaries continued to attract new members and the Sunday school 
always enjoyed their annual treat as in 1895 when, headed by Lydney Town brass band and the 
minister Rev. Thomas, they marched to Red Hill where they had a public tea attended by over 300 
people. In 1896 after serving three years at the chapel. Rev. Lowe retired and moved to Brighton. 
It was noted that he was ‘considerably over 70 years of age’.


Lydney Primitive Methodist choir continued to flourish. They gave regular concerts and enjoyed 
their annual tea in the Sunday schoolroom. The money collected was apportioned to the chapel 
and the needs of the choir. In 1903 Rev. J. Middleton took a special interest in the choir as his 
daughter was the organist, and in 1910 some twenty or so members of the choir went carol 
singing where it was noted that ‘many friends very kindly afforded the choir ample Christmas 
cheer during their perambulations’.


In 1902 the chapel was forced to close for nearly four weeks when an epidemic of scarlet fever 
and diphtheria hit Lydney.


Membership of the Sunday school grew even larger so in 1904 the Sunday school room was 
enlarged and the caretaker’s apartments were converted into a large classroom. In 1905 the 
senior class of the church made use of this new space when they held their social tea and 
entertainment which included a ‘washing competition for men’ which was won by Mr. C.Howells.  
Long term member of the chapel George Dowle read the financial statement at the anniversary 
service noting that a new caretakers cottage had been erected at the side of the chapel in 1905. 
He mentioned that the chapel debt was now down to £196 and also that there had been 
increased membership of the two temperance societies and the Band of Hope. 

Of course normal services for baptisms, weddings and funerals continued at the chapel and 
weddings were often described in flowery detail in the newspapers as in 1907 when Albert Beer 
married Rose Darters. Rose was ‘attired in a costume of cream serge with a pale blue hat and 
carried a beautiful shower bouquet’.


To try and reduce the debt still remaining on the Primitive Methodist Church and Sunday school a 
two day bazaar was held at Lydney Town Hall in 1911. The Rev. W. Ward, minister praised the 
hard work of the organisers and said that ‘the ladies of the church had toiled very earnestly 
indeed with the result that they had a fine lot of goods for sale’.
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In 1916 the church organised a concert in Bathurst Park in aid of the war effort. Frederick Harrison 
the conductor of the Primitive Church choir brought together several bands and choirs with 
collections going to the Red Cross. Captain Charles Bathurst said that the money was 
desperately needed as the hospital had been housing 80 patients but now had 150 to deal with.

The church still had an outstanding debt of £180 in 1924 so yet again a garden fete was held in 
the grounds of Highfield where Belchers orchestra and Lydney Town Prize Band entertained a 
large audience. The following year Mr. Hooper the choir conductor was presented with silver 
mounted walking stick in recognition of his long service, and in 1929 a similar gift was made to 
the Rev.and Mrs A.J. Gough who were leaving after four years. They were presented with a silver 
teapot and condiment set. Rev. Rose was the next minister and his wife was president of the 
Lydney Primitive Methodist Sisterhood. In 1930 Mrs Rose organised an 86th birthday party for 
Mrs Bowen who had been a Sunday school teacher at the church for 70 years.


Annual carnivals fetes and concerts continued over the next few years with a special event in 
1930 to raise money for much needed chapel renovations.


In 1924 discussion started about the joining of all Methodist churches. After 1932, The Wesleyan 
Methodists, the Primitive Methodists, and the United Methodists were simply known simply as 
The Methodist Church. After this union Lydney chapel became Springfield Methodist Church.

A new pipe organ costing £800 was presented to the church in 1933 by William Davies of Cardiff a 
former member of the church. It was to be in memory of his first wife Ellen (nee Clark) who had 
played the old organ in the church at the age of 12. The church had been structurally altered and 
redecorated to accommodate the organ.


By 1950 the church was in need of further renovation and a bazaar that year organised by the 
Springfield Methodist Sisterhood raised over £120 making it one of the most successful bazaars 
held at the church. They were helped by Lydney Town Choir arranging a concert with proceeds 
going to the hospital and Springfield Church.


The Springfield Young Wives Choir was formed in 1977. The Young Wives were part of Springfield 
Methodist Church and they started with 23 singers with Jean Morgan as their conductor and 
Christopher Day as pianist. They became very successful winning several competitions and in 
1984 Jean Morgan decided to expand the choir by renaming it the Springfield Singers. Under 
Jeans leadership they won over 21 trophies, broadcast on the BBC and raised many hundreds of 
pounds for Forest of Dean Charities. They finally disbanded in 2003 when Jean Morgan retired.  
Under new conductors the Springfield Singers continue today in the 21st century.


Ongoing maintenance and a slowly decreasing membership over the years made fund raising 
even more difficult and by the time of the new millennium membership had declined considerably 
and those long standing members who remained were now all getting older.


The building now around 130 years old was beginning to suffer. The heating system had failed, 
there was dry rot in many of the timbers, a ramp was needed to accommodate wheelchair access 
and with that came the necessity of replacing the stairs with a lift. The chimneys had to be 
removed after dangerous loose brickwork was discovered and the fascia boards were badly in 
need of a coat of paint. Total interior redecoration was needed and the railings at the front of the 
church needed painting. All would need considerable funding and it was pointed out in the 
minutes in 2006 that they were asking the same people to continually give more and most of the 
congregation were on pensions.


By now the church premises were raising money by letting the space out for organisations such 
as Slimming World, Uplift, In Harmony Singers and a Scout group.


In 2007 it was noted that only two people attended the evening service and there was discussion 
about stopping that service altogether but it was decided to have a service once a month. 
Churches throughout the Forest of Dean were experiencing the same problems so Churches 
Together were important in maintaining community spirit. They held various events during the year 
such as the Easter march through the town and Praise in the Park which took place in the 
summer months. Springfield was still able to hold regular services and to celebrate their 
anniversary with a lunch with the same at Harvest and Christmas and during 2007/8 some of the 
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building work was able to be carried out especially replacing the heating system. The caretaker 
Sheila Dickinson lived in the attached cottage and Rev. Lyn Wills always voted with the committee 
to give her a Christmas gift for all the work she put in behind the scenes. 


Again in the middle of 2009 repairs were needed. This time water was coming in to the downstairs 
room so the source of this had to found and repaired. Together with this the fencing to the side of 
the church needed replacing. A generous gift left to the church in a will allowed more work to be 
carried out and helped with the annual donation to the Methodist Home for the Aged, but the cost 
of replacing the floor amounted to around £6000 which again put a drain on reserves.

In 2011 the schoolroom floor downstairs was replaced during the summer and the kitchen and 
back room floors were being considered for replacement but with a large quote of nearly £9000 
this was a problem. 


The caretakers cottage was noted as gradually creeping away from the church and at some point 
would require underpinning and there was a need for new doors and windows throughout. 

At the end of 2011 Rev.Heather Upton was welcomed as minister. The once active Junior Church 
sadly ceased to exist after 2007 and by 2011 there were no regular Prayer Groups or Bible Study 
Classes and the Springfield Singers had relocated to Woolaston. However, the Brownies and 
Guides were now using the church as were the local Drama group, Life Services and a Yoga class.

Rev. Upton suggested that one way to raise funds might be to have a Christmas Tree festival in 
2013 by asking all local businesses and people who used the church to decorate and display a 
tree. Unfortunately the event was not well attended but the tree provided by the funeral directors 
was admired, decorated with white hearts with the names of the departed on them. 


As expenses continued to increase the church worked hard to raise funds through concerts and 
social events and were extremely grateful for the many donations which came in from members. 
In 2014 a new P.A. system was installed but the organ was beginning to have a few problems and 
after the new boiler had been installed the old one now required removal. Heather gave notice of 
her retirement in 2015 but did state that she would be prepare to continue a bit longer if needed.

On the 1st December 2014 a structural inspection of the church was carried out by request of the 
Methodist Circuit of Gloucester. The building description was given as follows:-

‘The Methodist Church in Springfield Road, Lydney is approximately 15m x 12m on plan with an 
eaves height of approximately 6m above Springfield Road. There is a further two storey property 
to the rear of the church which is about 4m x 12m on plan, the apex of the mono pitched roof 
being approximately the same height as the Church eaves. The rear property does not form part 
of this inspection. The Church has a semi-basement on similar plan dimensions and a further 
height of about 3m below the road level. The upper portion of the building forms the Church and 
the lower portion of the building forms the kitchen and hall.’


The structural inspection detailed the very many problems with the now aging building. 
Substantial cracking above the windows, extremely damp walls throughout the building and the 
forest stone on the front elevation being very soft in a number of places and permeable to water. It 
was estimated that the cost for repairs would be about £10,000.


Services continued with Springfield joining other churches in the Churches Together programme 
and hosting their own services as in March 2015 when the Women’s World Day of prayer took 
place in the church and in the same month a United Forest Service brought together members 
from several churches to worship at Springfield.


In 2015 a letter was sent to all members inviting them to a meeting to discuss the future of 
Springfield Methodist Church in Lydney. It mentioned the ongoing problem with damp and the 
cost of putting this right and it hoped that everyone would reflect on how to take the church 
forward. The meeting was well attended and many spoke of their concern about the huge 
differences in quotes received to carry out the repairs, which Heather said would be looked into. 
Organ repairs, piano tuning, boiler maintenance and other general expenses had all added up to 
nearly £2000 in 2015 and it was anticipated that there would be an ‘enormous bill’ for the outside 
wall in the autumn and there was currently not sufficient money in the current account to cover 
the cost.
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The minutes of 1th February 20.2015 gave an indication that Springfield Methodist was nearing 
the end of it life as a functional church.  Heather asked the question ‘where will we be in 5 years 
time?’ and the majority agreed that they would not be at Springfield. Heather then reminded 
everyone that no one except it own members could close the church and that it would also be the 
responsibility of the Circuit to sell the Church.


The minutes in 2016 show that £9000 had been paid out to restore the stonework on the front of 
the church which now left a serious deficit in funds. It had been hoped that monthly coffee 
mornings might help but there had been no local support so these were stopped. The condition of 
the caretaker Sheila Dickinson’s cottage was becoming a great concern and having now 
discovered that it was Springfield’s responsibility and not the Methodist Circuit, any work carried 
out would have to be funded by the Church which they were not in a position to do. A date of 5th 
September 2016 was set for all members to attend to discuss the closure of the Church.

James Tebbutt the Superintendent suggested waiting until October before making any decision 
about closing the church so that the new minister Michelle Ireland could work alongside the 
church in reaching a decision.


Rev. Michelle Ireland joined the church in 2017 and put her mind to future worship for members 
when the church closed. She arranged a meeting with Springs Housing Care Centre in Lydney to 
discuss worshipping there on a Sunday. The meeting with the Warden was very encouraging as 
she felt it might encourage socialising with residents. The only drawback was the lack of storage 
space offered. Minutes show that members voted in favour of moving to the Springs and it was 
proposed that the Circuit take responsibility for the sale of ‘The Sanctuary’ and they would 
delegate powers to the Circuit re the cottage.


In 2018 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes (TMCP) agreed to Lydney relocating and the 
chapel being sold. The Circuit undertook to deal with the Cottage and together with Lydney 
Methodist Church to find Sheila Dickinson appropriate accommodation. The very last baptism 
recorded by Rev. Michelle Ireland at Springfield Methodist was that of Niamh Chadwick from 
Oxfordshire on 11th March 2018.


The 1st July 2018 marked the last service in the Church. History boards were on display which 
included old photographs and memories from members. Meanwhile an article in the Forest 
Review by Michelle spoke of the closure she said: “Although the relocating is tinged with sadness, 
as the much-loved and well-used chapel closes, there is also a great sense of anticipation and 
excitement as together we pursue this new opportunity of serving the Lydney community.” 

After a few months meeting at The Springs in Lydney the remaining few members were offered 
the opportunity to worship at the Catholic Church which would give them much needed storage 
space. The first service was Easter Sunday 21st April 2019. A Community Asset Order was put on 
the chapel lasting for 6 weeks to give any interested Community groups the chance to put in an 
offer, then finally in 2019 it was put up for sale by Perry &amp; Chambers estate agents. 

Final minutes of the Church Council were recorded on 13th February 2020 when it was decided 
that the church would close on 7th June. Two members were transferring to Bream which brought 
the final membership down to just seven. The Covid pandemic then took hold in March 2020 
sadly denying the final members a last meal together. Several members of the church accepted a 
Singing the Faith Hymn Book as a memento.


‘You the people of Lydney have served God here in this place with fervour and grace, for many 
years. Thank you so much’ -Rev Michelle Ireland 
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