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Rawden, Otley Station. 

The Primitive Methodist ministers first missioned this place about the year 1822, 
when under the divine blessing they were successful in the conversion of sinners 
to God, and a church was formed, which worshipped in various places for twelve 
months ; after which a chapel was erected at a cost of £300.  

This house of God was from time to time the birth-place of many souls, so that 
the church prospered. A Sabbath school was formed, and in due course the debt 
of the chapel was removed. At length a more suitable place for both the society 
and school was seen to be needed, and actuated by zeal for the glory of God and 
the salvation of immortal souls, our earnest and sensible friends determined to 
arise and build.  

A very suitable plot of ground having been obtained, the Foundation stone of a 
good school and chapel was laid by Captain McCulloch, of York, on January 27th, 
1866 ; and the opening services began on January 12th, 1867, when a sermon 
was preached, a richly provided for tea was given by the ladies, and a public 
meeting was held, presided over by Alderman Brown. The opening services were 
continued on January 13th, 20th, and 27th. The Revs. G. Stansfield, B. 
Stansfield, T. Newell, W. Jackson, R. Holmes, Baptist, J. Ritchie, Wesleyan, R. 
Cheeseman, H. Cook, and the writer officiated.  

The chapel is in the Italian style of architecture. It has two entrances at the 
front, which are approached by nights of stone steps with return ends. The 
entrance lobbies communicate directly with the body and gallery of the chapel, 
giving easy admission or exit. Each entrance is guarded by double folding doors, 
so as to exclude any unnecessary cold air. The body is divided by two aisles with 
pews right and left. The pews are wide and commodious, with reclining backs, 
and are fitted with hat rails and book boards. The body will seat about 250 
persons in pews, and sixty in free sittings, which are made like the other pews 
except being without doors.  

The minister's vestry is placed at the front, and is convenient for him and also 
for class and other meetings. The gallery will seat 260 persons in pews, which 
are wide and comfortable, with reclining backs and book shelves. The front 
portion of the gallery is half circular, and from the pulpit presents a chaste 
appearance. The gallery is supported by nine iron pillars with neat plaster 
capitals. The ceiling is intersected with geometric rib mould, and in the angle is 
fixed a massive cornice with ornamental enrichment, and large centre flower, 
which drops four feet from the ceiling, presenting a rich and pleasing 
appearance.  

The platform is at one end and is not the least noticeable feature. It is 
approached by two flights of stairs with polished mahogany hand rails, and 
supported by six turned pillars with ornamental capitals. The reading desk 
stands prominent, and is supported by carved brackets, and the other portion is 
seated round, and will accommodate nine persons at one time. In front of the 
platform is the communion, which encloses the whole of the front portion of it, 
and has a neat mahogany rail and open balusters. 

 The singers' pew is placed behind the platform on a level with the gallery. The 
whole is lighted with gas on the principle of equal distribution, by thirty beautiful 
brass pillars. The chapel is heated, by hot water on Perkin's principle. The whole 



of the pews are slightly stained and varnished. The gallery front and the 
platform and communion are painted white and picked out in blue and gold. The 
doors and other portions are oak grained and varnished.  

The general elevation is very imposing, standing as it does on a considerable 
height, by the main road from Bradford to Harrogate, and is a most pleasing and 
noticeable object to visitors, as it can be seen for miles distant, and will present 
for this part of the country quite a landmark. The chapel is nineteen yard s long, 
fourteen wide, a suitable height, is built of superior stone, well ventilated and 
lighted, and is easy to preach and hear in.  

Attached to the chapel behind is a good school-room fourteen yards long, ten 
wide, of full height, which will accommodate 200 children. It is well lighted, has 
entrances to the chapel, preventing the necessity of the scholars leaving the 
premises in order to get into the chapel ; and they can be dismissed the same 
way, so as not to interfere with the comfort of the congregation. There is every 
convenience for tea parties, and the whole property is enclosed by a boundary 
wall containing a plot of spare land large enough to build a good house on, with 
a garden, and presents the appearance of a most compact estate.  

The entire cost of the premises is about £1,800 ; towards which there has been 
raised by old chapel cash in hand at the commencement, £25 5s 11d ; from 
school fund, £73 15s Od; sale of old chapel,£118 17s 0d ; bazaar, £162, 3s 0d ; 
collections, tea meetings, etc. , £108 Is 3d ; donations, £622 17s 10d ; total, 
£1,210.  

In this noble undertaking the friends generally have worked well and given 
liberally and deserve the highest praise ; and the Revs. C. Hallam and H. Cook 
have rendered valuable aid ; and while we would make no invidious distinctions, 
but cheerfully acknowledge the merits of all, we think it only proper to name the 
donations of the following liberal givers. The late Mr. M. Houlden, £300 ; H. 
Brown, Esq., £30; J. P. Godwin,Esq., £28 17s lid ; Captain Mc Culloch, £10; Mr. 
J. Riggs, £20 ; five friends, £242 ; Mr. W. G. Thompson, £10 ; Joseph Crossley 
and brothers, Esqs. , and Sir F. Crossley, £10 ; N. Briggs, Esq., £10; J. Yewdale, 
Esq., £10; J. Hill, Esq., £10; S. W. Duncan, Esq., £5; H. Milligan, Esq., £5; A. 
Webster, Esq., £5 ; J. Taylor, Esq., £4 ; Messrs J. Coultas, £10 ; R. Bickerdike, 
£7 ; R. T. Williamson, £5 ; W. Shires, £5 ; T. Pratt, £5 ; J. Sutcliff, £5; J. 
Stansfield, £4; S. Booth, £4 ; W. Hogg, £3 ; W. P. Rigg, £3 ; Mrs. Milligan, £5 ; 
and Mrs. Peacock, £4 ; and a clock by Mr. J. Eastham, Yeadon, with promise to 
repair it while he lives.  

The property is freehold, settled on the connexion according to the new model 
deed form, and the deed is enrolled in Chancery. All the money needed has been 
taken up on note of hand, thus avoiding the expense of a mortgage.  

H. Leigh  
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