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Leigh Chapel, Lancashire 
 
LEIGH is situated about seven miles south-east of Bolton, Lancashire. It is a growing town with 
many thousand inhabitants, and soon-will be well accommodated with new churches and chapels. 
Over thirty years ago a Primitive Methodist society was established in a room at Kirkhall Lane. 
Bolton Circuit missioned this part of the country; and the Rev. H. Heys, before he went out to 
travel, was one of the first to visit Leigh. The Rev. R. Davies and many other worthy ministers 
came to preach the “Gospel of the blessed God” in this neighbourhood. After a while a chapel was 
built in Bradshawgate, upon one of the best sites in the town, but there was no architectural beauty 
about it. It was one of a class of chapels very common in the early period of the Connexion’s 
history. Still much good was done in it, for “many souls were born for glory there.” In 1867 Leigh 
was made the head of a circuit; and better chapel accommodation was felt to be a great necessity. 
In 1869 the friends decided to “arise and build” a more suitable house for God, and with the 
blessing of the Most High and the assiduous labours of the Rev. G, Kidd, coupled with the efforts 
and “willing offerings” of the people, they have succeeded in erecting a beautiful and commodious 
sanctuary, with a school underneath, at a cost of about £2,000. Edward Pritchard, C. E. was the 
architect. The dimensions of the chapel inside are eighteen yards long and thirteen yards wide. 
The style is amphitheatre, and will hold over 500 people. There is a beautiful rostrum, at the back 
of which there is a recess for an organ in which the choir now sit. The school is thirteen feet from 
floor to ceiling. At one end of the school there are four vestries. From the school floor to the ceiling 
of the chapel the measurement is thirty-eight feet. The walls of the building are brick. The chapel is 
heated with hot air, upon Grundy’s Patent Heating system. It is lighted with gas; we have two sun-
lights suspended nine feet from the ceiling, twenty-five jets in each. The school has gas pendants. 
The chapel stands back from the street about fifteen yards, and is considered quite an ornament to 
the town.  

The foundation stone was laid by Jabez Johnson, Esq., J. P., of Pennington Hall, a Wesleyan, who 
generously gave a donation of £50. The Rev. J. Macpherson delivered the address; a large 
collection was taken, and the friends. adjourned to take tea, gratuitously provided by the ladies. 
The Revs. E. Bishop, R. Haworth (Wesleyan), W. Hall and T. Mills (Congregationalist) and John 
Ashworth (author of “Strange Tales”) took part in the opening services, which were a great 
success. A bazaar was held last June, in which the ladies worked well. When the chapel was 
finished there was a debt of £1,135, so that near £900 had been realized by much labour. Many of 
our own friends in the congregation have contributed liberally; for some of them, though only 
ordinary working families, have given £5 and £10. We have had many kind friends amongst all 
Christian churches; but especially the Wesleyans. We should like to mention the names of all 
donors, but space will not allow. We would mention James Diggle, Esq. and his worthy family who 
have contributed over £30. They are ever ready to support and help us. E. R. Le Mare, Esq., £20; 
James Hayes, Esq., £10; T. S. T. Green, Esq., and John Knott, Esq., and son, £10. We have 
received many £5, £3 and £2 subscriptions. We are happy to say that since July last we have been 
able to reduce the debt £115, by the blessing of God upon various special efforts. There is yet 
£1,020 upon it, which is certainly a mighty responsibility for a society of 75 souls. We shall need to 
labour, pray, give and beg to meet our demands and liquidate the debt. It is very pleasing to see 
how nobly the friends are helping themselves, for many are giving 6d. and 9d. a week. Best of all 
many precious souls have been saved in the new chapel. Our congregations are improving, and 
we hope that the glory of the latter house will exceed that of the former. The chapel is insured - and 
every other chapel in this circuit, eight in number - in our Connexional Insurance Company. We 
give thanks to God and all who have helped us.  

THOMAS WILSHAW. 
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