
The	Late	John	Coward,	J.P.,	of	Durham	

Transcrip:on	of	obituary	published	in	the	Primi:ve	Methodist	Magazine	by	Rev.	J.T.	Gladwin	

JOHN	COWARD	was	one	of	the	best-known	figures	in	our	
Connexional	life,	as	he	was	in	the	City	and	County	of	
Durham.	Tall	and	well-proporEoned,	always	well-dressed	
and	steady	in	his	movement,	he	carried	himself	with	a	
dignity	quite	imposing,	and	with	that	evident	unusual	
ability	which	claimed	a	place	of	first	importance	in	the	
affairs	of	life.	In	appearance,	he	belonged	to	the	
aristocraEc	class	of	old	English	gentlemen—in	mind,	he	
was	alert	to	modern	changes;	in	soul—he	kept	the	faith.	

His	first	religious	inclinaEons	were	strengthened	from	the	
home.	His	father	was	one	of	the	pioneers	of	Methodism	in	
the	city,	and	in	due	Eme,	our	friend	having	come	to	
personal	decision,	felt	and	followed	that	inward	pressure	
to	ChrisEan	work.	Later	he	took	an	interest	in	civic	affairs,	
and	in	the	public	causes	of	the	county,	and	gradually	made	
himself	felt	more	and	more	on	public	quesEons.	As	a	member	of	the	City	Council	and	the	Board	of	
Guardians,	he	did	useful	work.	As	treasurer	of	the	Durham	Miners’	FederaEon	for	some	Eme,	and	
chairman	of	the	local,	Liberal	AssociaEon,	Mr.	Coward	was	brought	into	contact	with	some	of	the	
most	urgent	and	exciEng	movements	in	the	North,	and	always	endeavoured	to	serve	the	best	
interests	of	the	people.	

Through	the	years	of	his	mid-manhood,	he	was	much	interested	in	the	social	life	of	Durham.	He	was	
one	of	the	original	trustees	of	the	Shakespeare	°BriEsh	Workman,’	and	its	treasurer	for	thirty	years.	
He	also	took	an	acEve	part	in	the	old	Mechanics’	InsEtute—being	successively	secretary,	treasurer	
and	president,	and	in	many	other	less	public	ways	he	was	a	leader	and	benefactor.	

The	progress	of	his	private	business	was	through	strenuous	years,	but	was	steady	and	successful,	and	
was	relinquished	some	years	ago.	He	was	chairman	of	three	public	companies	in	the	county.	

Our	friend	grew	up	in	a	county	of	many	strong	men,	some	of	whom	belonged	to	our	Church	and	
ministry.	The	environment	was	sEmulaEng,	and	you	could	observe	that	he	had	used	the	sEmulus.	He	
was	strong-minded,	firm	in	his	decisions,	broad	in	his	outlook;	reasonable	appeal	reached	him,	
urgent	need	evoked	his	pity,	sympathy,	and	pracEcal	help,	but	he	could	resist	when	necessary	and	
remain	majesEc.	

Mr.	Coward	had	an	unusually	interesEng	Connexional	career—very	acEve,	and	certainly	most	useful.	
It	is	surprising	how	much	one	man	can	do	for	his	Church	if	he	likes,	even	through	difficulEes.	The	first	
service	he	conducted	as	a	preacher	was	in	a	village	coXage	at	HeX,	where,	notwithstanding	
inappropriate	interjecEons	from	farmyard	stock	which	walked	in,	he	did	well.	From	that	day	he	went	
forward	to	the	Vice-Presidency	of	the	Conference	in	1887,	with	an	increasing	love	for	pulpit	and	
pla^orm	work.	He	served	our	Churches	gratuitously	all	over	England	with	much	profit.	It	is	said	that	
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he	travelled	over	two	hundred	thousand	miles	in	that	work;	preached	one	thousand	five	hundred	
sermons,	and	lectured	six	hundred	Emes	—	truly	a	remarkable	record—but	he	kept	at	it	to	the	end	
of	his	life,	and	preached	his	last	sermon	in	Durham	Chapel	on	Good	Friday,	April	6th.	He	died	at	
Harrogate	sixteen	days	later.	

He	was	one	of	the	outstanding	figures	in	all	the	financial	and	administraEve	departments	of	our	
Church,	and	he	delighted	in	the	work.	In	the	old	days	of	Elmfield	College,	he	was	a	trustee	and	the	
treasurer.	When	the	Arlesford	Orphanage	was	purchased,	he	became	a	trustee,	and	was	treasurer	of	
the	“Gias	and	SeXlements”	secEon	unEl	last	year.	As	a	member	of	the	Chapel	Fund	CommiXee,	the	
Missionary	CommiXee	and	ExecuEve,	and	later,	the	Acute	Cases	Fund	CommiXee,	he	did	excellent	
work.	If	he	was	not	present	his	absence	was	unavoidable.	His	wide	knowledge	of	the	denominaEon,	
and	his	devoEon	to	its	welfare	made	him	of	great	service,	but	perhaps	his	greatest	work	along	these	
lines	was	in	connecEon	with	the	two	York	departments	of	our	organisaEon.	He	was	a	director	of	the	
Insurance	Company	for	thirty-two	years,	and	its	chairman	for	a	quarter	of	a	century.	Of	the	Chapel	
Aid	AssociaEon	he	was	a	director,	and	the	vice-chairman	from	its	formaEon	in	1890.	Only	those	
familiar	with	the	work	of	these	two	companies	know	how	much	Eme	and	thought	he	gave	to	all	
details,	and	how	valuable	has	been	his	contribuEon	to	the	immense	success	of	both.	Indeed,	
whatever	he	had	to	do	for	his	Church	he	did	promptly	and	efficiently.	His	death	is	a	great	loss	to	us—
the	loss	of	an	outstanding	personality,	a	judicious	guide,	a	well-meaning	and	capable	administrator,	a	
good	comrade,	a	ChrisEan	servant.	We	are	thankful	for	the	benefit	of	his	gias,	and	we	rejoice	that	his	
faith	was	buoyant	as	ever	when	he	“fell	on	sleep.”	
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