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One	of	the	most	saintly	and	successful	ministers	of	Jesus	
Christ	and	His	Church	was	the	Rev.	I.J.	Hardy;	his	life	was	
one	long	record	of	strenuous	toil	and	earnest	effort	for	the	
salva>on	of	men.	Born	at	Newark-on-Trent,	in	the	year	
1838,	surrounded	from	infancy	by	influences	beau>ful	and	
good,	he	was	in	early	life	taken	to	the	Sunday	School,	and	at	
the	age	of	sixteen	years	led	to	consecrate	himself	fully	to	
the	service	of	the	Lord.	As	a	Sunday	School	teacher,	tract	
distributor,	and	local	preacher	his	zeal	for	good	work	
expressed	itself,	and	eventually	he	revealed	such	giPs	for	
public	service	that	he	was	engaged	as	hired	local	preacher	
by	the	Hinckley	Circuit	and	finally	called	out	for	the	full	
ministry	of	the	Church.	

For	forty-seven	years	he	laboured,	giving	himself	
unreservedly	to	the	work,	and,	as	a	result,	experienced	
abundant	success.	The	circuits	in	which	he	travelled	were:—	
Hinckley,	Bolsover,	Chesterfield,	Derby,	NoVngham,	Ashby-de-la-	Zouch	(twice),	Sheffield,	Lincoln,	
Buxton,	Ilkeston,	Re[ord	and	Worksop,	each	of	which	received	great	blessing	through	his	
ministra>ons.	He	was	a	good	man	with	a	great	faith	in	the	Gospel	he	preached,	eminently	
evangelis>c,	and	able	to	present	the	Truth	in	an	a^rac>ve	and	almost	irresis>ble	way.	Strength	of	
character	was	his	also;	a	strength	revealed	in	all	his	dealings	with	men,	in	the	business	of	the	church	
as	well	as	in	the	homes	of	the	people.	

He	won	the	love	of	his	people	and	became	to	them	a	true	pastor	and	friend.	Many	are	the	
tes>monies	to	his	worth	and	the	great	influence	he	exerted	upon	individual	lives.	

The	Rev.	F.	Jeffs	writes:-	“I	owe	an	endless	debt	to	the	Rev.	I.J.	Hardy	for	help	and	influence	at	the	
beginning	of	my	ministerial	course	and	during	an	acquaintance	of	over	thirty	years.	I	have	never	
ceased	to	admire	his	sincerity,	his	unpreten>ous	saintliness.	No	man	has	done	more	to	set	for	me	the	
ideal	in	respect	of	prac>cal	integrity,	ministerial	faithfulness.	In	his	death	many	with	me	will	lose	one	
revered	and	loved	and	our	Church	one	of	its	choicest	and	most	devoted	leaders.”	

Rev.	S.S.	Henshaw	also	pays	a	high	tribute	to	the	inspira>on	he	received.	He	says:-	“He	was	the	
minister	of	our	church	when	I	was	converted	as	a	youth.	He	gave	me	a	note	to	take	preaching	
appointments.	His	wise	advice	and	general	kindness	in	those	days	were	very	precious	to	me	and	
helped	very	largely	to	form	my	character	and	shape	my	future.	My	admira>on	of	him	increased	with	
years	and	deepened	into	reverence	and	love.”	

Mr.	Hardy	was	superannuated	by	the	Conference	of	1896	aPer	thirty-six	years	of	ac>ve	service,	and	
in	the	year	1900	he	went	to	reside	at	Buxton,	in	response	to	the	earnest	invita>on	of	the	friends	
there,	to	assist	in	ministerial	work.	For	seven	years	the	circuit	received	the	benefit	of	his	wise	counsel	
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and	valuable	help,	but	it	was	apparent	to	all	that	his	health	was	gradually	failing.	The	end	came,	aPer	
a	somewhat	long	and	painful	illness,	on	August	21st,	when	God	called	him	to	the	rest	and	joy	of	the	
higher	ministries	of	heaven.	The	funeral	took	place	on	the	following	Saturday	at	Hinckley.	

A	special	service	was	previously	held	in	the	London	Road	Church,	Buxton,	the	following	ministers	
taking	part:	Revs.	H.L.	Herod	(pastor),	J.	Whi^le,	F.	Jeffs	and	G.W.	Meachim.	There	was	a	large	and	
representa>ve	congrega>on.	

The	Rev.	John	Whi^le,	who	had	known	our	beloved	brother	so	well,	in	the	course	of	his	address,	
said:-	‘’Mr.	Hardy	was	a	true	man	without	the	least	touch	of	affecta>on	or	the	least	suspicion	of	cant.	
He	possessed	a	beau>ful	heart	and	a	tender	spirit.	To	know	him	was	an	enrichment	and	to	have	
fellowship	with	him	was	a	sacrament.	His	ministry	was	one	which	warmed,	wooed,	and	won,	and	
there	can	be	no	doubt	he	has	already	received	a	hearty	welcome	in	the	land	of	the	pure	and	the	holy	
from	many	who	through	him	were	led	to	forsake	sin	and	make	choice	of	Christ.	He	has	gone	but	he	
lives	by	his	life	and	example.	His	memory	we	will	cherish	as	a	sacred	treasure.	We	will	ever	think	of	
him	as	the	father	and	husband	ever	loving,	as	the	pastor	ever	faithful,	as	the	friend	ever	true.”	

At	Hinckley	Cemetery,	in	the	presence	of	a	large	company	of	mourners,	the	service	was	conducted	by	
Rev.	H.	L.	Herod,	supported	by	Revs.	T.A.	McCready,	J.H.	Saxton,	F.A.	Hogbin	(Bap>st),	Mr.	T.	
Lawrence,	J.P.,	and	others.	

On	September	8th	a	memorial	service	was	held	at	Buxton,	for	it	was	here	he	had	achieved	some	of	
his	greatest	victories	and	spent	a	considerable	part	of	his	ministry.	He	leaves	a	widow,	who	had	been	
to	him	in	his	work	a	true	helper,	and	one	son.	
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