
Report in the Primitive Methodist magazine of the opening of a new 
chapel in Dereham Road Norwich 

 

New Chapel and School-room, Norwich. — About fourteen years ago, a small chapel 
was erected on the Dereham road, to meet the spiritual wants of the then rapidly 
increasing population. Latterly the congregation had so increased, that it could not be 
comfortably accommodated. It was, therefore, determined to take down the premises, 
and erect a larger chapel, with school room underneath.  

Having come to this conclusion, it was necessary to take steps to raise money. The 
first effort was a bazaar, which was held in the Corn-hall, February, 1864, and realised 
£60. A subscription list was then opened, which has been liberally responded to. This 
list is still open, and will not be closed until the chapel is in very easy circumstances. A 
second bazaar was held in the Lecture hall, St. Andrews, on the 19th of July, by which 
£20 was obtained. The tender accepted amounted to £900. To this must be added 
about £300, the debt on the old premises.  

The clear dimensions of the chapel are as follow :—length, 50 feet ; width, 36 feet ; 
height, 23 feet ; and it will seat 650 persons comfortably. Under the chapel is a school-
room the whole length of the chapel, and 24 feet in width. The building is erected in 
accordance with plans prepared by Mr. M. Gedge, of Norwich, who has had the sole 
superintendence of the works, which are of the most substantial character, and do him 
great credit.  

The chapel was opened for Divine worship on Wednesday, October 12th, 1804, when 
two eloquent sermons were preached by the Rev. J. Stoughton, of Kensington, London, 
who very kindly presented a donation of £10. On Sunday, October 16th, the Rev. R. 
Howchin preached in the morning and evening, and the Rev. J. Hallett in the afternoon. 
On Sunday, October 23rd, the Rev. W. Lister, of London, preached in the morning and 
evening, and the Rev. P. Oolborne in the afternoon.  

On Sunday, October 30th, the Rev. R. Key preached in the morning and evening, and 
the Rev. J. Robinson in the afternoon. Sermons were also preached on week nights by 
the Revs. J. Talbot, T. A. Wheeler, J. W. Blore, and W. Lister.  

The services were brought to a close by a tea meeting in the Lecture hall, on the 1st 
November, when nearly 600 per sons sat down to the repast, which was gratuitously 
provided by the members and friends. After tea a public meeting was held, presided 
over by the Rev. H. Sharman, and animated addresses were delivered by the Revs. G. 
Tetley, T. W. Rous, E. S. Shields, J. Dalglish, R. Key, T. Lowe, G. Gould, and J. Holman, 
Esq., who generously gave a cheque for £25, in addition to the £5 he had given 
previously.  

The total amount realised, including proceeds of bazaars, donations, and opening 
services is about £440. While space will not allow us to mention the names of those 
who have praiseworthily contributed, and laboured in various ways towards the 
erection of this building, yet we cannot forbear acknowledging the services rendered by 
the Rev. R. Key, especially in helping the trustees out of a dilemma, arising from the 
close proximity of neighbouring property, which seemed at one time an insuperable 
obstacle to the erection of the sanctuary. 

E. S. S.  
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