Our New Churches
Church Street, Southport
Transcription of Article in the Primitive Methodist Magazine by Rev. J.T. Barkby
SOUTHPORT has been described as the Riviera of the
North, and the description is singularly appropriate,
since it has the advantage of many of the elements
that invest the Riviera with so much charm. Its climate
is exceptionally dry, mild, and equable, with perhaps
as much sunshine in winter as any place in the United
Kingdom. The town itself is beautiful, and as clean as
it is beautiful. There are few signs of the jerry builder.
Many of the houses are fine specimens of
architecture some are quite palatial, and nearly all are
detached: or semi-detached, with garden back and
front. The streets are spacious and well kept, with an
abundance of vegetation. Lord Street is said to be one
of the seven finest streets of Europe, and is the centre
of social and commercial gravity. On one side are
most of the principal shops where ladies find
everything to delight the eye and empty the purse, and since they have the advantage of a wide
verandah shopping can be done in rain or shine. Fine trees and ornamental grounds adorn the other
side, and these are a centre of attraction to resident and visitor alike, particularly in the summer
when the trees are in full foliage, and the Corporation Military Band discourses music in the
Municipal Gardens.
“One unique feature which, it is said, has
aroused the envy of many less fortunate
watering-places is the system of illuminating
the boulevard in Lord Street by means of
electric fairy lamps. Thousands of these
coloured lamps are suspended from the trees,
and make the gardens after dusk on summer
evenings very picturesque indeed.”
Even on a November day the scene is gay and
animated. Smart Bond Street broughams and
double-horsed Victorias go flashing past;
motors of all styles and sizes are everywhere
in evidence, and there are crowds of ladies
and gentlemen dressed in the latest London
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and Parisian costumes.
And then there is the sea; yes, the sea, for the sea is
really at Southport, despite the jokes and sneers to the
contrary. The other Sunday morning as I walked home
from church in the company of a friend who was staying
the week-end with me I suggested that we should go by
way of the Promenade. “Why,” he asked, “there’s
nothing to be seen, is there? Don’t they fetch the sea up
in buckets?” Imagine his discomfiture when he saw, as he
did, the sea dashing right up to the Promenade wall.
When the sea is out there are compensations. There is a
pier that goes to the water’s-edge, and a large marine
lake on which boating and sailing may be enjoyed at any
time without any serious risks of unpleasant
consequences.
Because of these and other things many Liverpool and Manchester merchants and manufacturers
and retired people make Southport their home; invalids visit it in search of health, and visitors crowd
its streets both summer and winter.
The churches have not been slow to recognise these things, and have provided accordingly. Free and
Established Churches alike have built beautiful churches in beautiful situations, and have filled their
pulpits with the best of men. Perhaps there is no town in the country where the Free Churches have
proportionately so many fine structures, and so many gifted and generous men and women
connected with them. Wesleyan Methodism alone has five churches that would grace the head of
any circuit, to say nothing of other smaller ones.
Primitive Methodism is represented by three circuits. One of these, the First Circuit, is on one side of
the town, and is a strong and earnest community made up, for the most part, of natives of the town.
The Third Circuit is outside the borough altogether, and is a most vigorous and successful country
circuit.
The Second Circuit only, now known as the Church Street
Circuit, is really in the centre of the town. Years ago the
head of this circuit was a small chapel in London Street.
Sixteen years ago this was burnt down and the people
were necessitated to arise and build. Then the Assembly
Hall and class-rooms were built in Derby Road at a cost of
£5,400, and up to the opening of the new church did duty
for church and school. As school premises they are a most
convenient and complete equipment. But they are a
school, and for years the people have hoped against hope
that they might be able to put on the adjoining vacant land
a really worthy church, worthy alike of the denomination
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and the town.
Two years ago circumstances favoured them, and the trustees set
about their task in dead earnest. The task proved more formidable
than they had expected. To put up such a church as they desired it
was first necessary to pull down the lecture hall which cost £1,100,
and a pair of villas which cost £2,300, and which yielded a rent of
over £100 per year. But they rose to the occasion. Messrs. F.W.
Dixon and Son, the architects of the School, College Extension, etc.,
were commissioned to submit designs, and eventually the building
was decided on - presentments of which accompany this article. The
church is built on a commanding site at the corner of Church Street
and Derby Road. It consists of nave with transepts, chancel, organ
chamber, end gallery, and spacious vestibules, along with vestries
for
minister and choir. There is a wide centre aisle and two side aisles.
The organ chamber is on one side of the church and the pulpit on
the other. The church will comfortably seat 630 persons. The style of
architecture is the late perpendicular Gothic. It is faced throughout
with the finest thin Ruabon bricks, with the best Yorkshire stone
dressings. The tracery work of the main front window and the
transept windows is very elaborate. The tower is a massive feature
of the design, and rises with a copper spire to a height of 100 feet.
The ceiling of the church is circular in form, and is panelled, with the
spandrels, etc., filled in with tracery. Much time and skill have been
expended on the fittings which are all carried out in selected Dantzic
oak. The treatment is in keeping with the building, Gothic in style,
and comprises oak doors and frames, a handsome oak panelled
dado
in the vestibule, staircases, round the nave, chancel, and transepts,
also oak pews throughout the church. The two organ cases facing
the chancel and transept are of particularly fine appearance, but
first place must be given to the pulpit with its handsome carving,
which reflects great credit on all concerned. The windows are filled
with lead lights and clear glass, and the design is chaste and
effective. All the pews are carpeted and seated with rich blue
material, having the fleur-de-lis ornament in the same, and the
aisles are covered with blue Napier matting. The heating and
ventilating are according to the most approved designs. To extract
the bad air an electric fan has been placed in the roof, and it will
effectually change the atmosphere once every six minutes. A fine three-manual organ, by Messrs.
Hardy and Son, has been erected, this being enclosed in a richly decorated oak case. The beauty of
the design, the detail, and the fine workmanship combine to make it one of the finest and best
churches that can be seen - the Cathedral of Primitive Methodism.
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The total cost of the undertaking will be £11,500, exclusive of the
cost of the lecture hall. It was impossible for the church to face
such an expenditure without exceptional help, and it has been
fortunate in having those able and willing thus to help. First and
foremost the scheme was suggested and made possible by the
princely generosity of Mr. W.P. Hartley, J.P. He first promised ten
shillings on every twenty that was raised. When he laid the
memorial stone he increased his offer to pound for pound, and
from that day he has doubled all that has been raised, and will
continue to do so to the end of this year. In addition he has paid
the whole cost of the organ, £1,200, besides contributing another
£1,000 for other special purposes. Next to Mr. Hartley the scheme
is indebted to Mr. S. Hall, an old friend who opened the door of
the new building, and who has helped it to the tune of over
£1,000, besides giving a stained-glass window to cost £420. A few
outside friends have helped substantially, while the members and
congregation have given and striven in a way worthy of such a
scheme, and sufficient to hearten the trustees in the task of
carrying the burden of debt.
This new venture has helped us to a position in the town we never
had before. The presence of men like Dr. Clifford, R.J. Campbell,
M.A., J.H. Jowett, M.A., and F.B. Meyer, B.A., all of whom have
preached in connection with the opening, has served to still further
improve our position. In the church are men and women whose
hearts Christ has touched, ready to do and dare for His sake, and
about us are all the signs of a church determined to be what it
should be, a church against which the gates of hell shall not prevail.
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